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The Best Birdwatching Optics since 1970 



Traveller BGA Mg Black 

100% Made in Japan and designed 
deliver a high quality user experience 
in a body weighing under 400g. 

6x32, 8x32, 10x32 Prices from £249 


Natura BGA ED 

Wide-field optics, ED objectives and 
a micro hinge body combine to give 
benchmark feel & performance. 

8x42, 10x42 Prices from £299 


Imagic BGA VHD 

Award winning binocular designed to 
offer a genuine alternative to premium 
brands at a fraction of the price. 

8x42, 10x42 Prices from £489 



MM4 Travelscopes & Fieldscopes 


Opticron equipment can be tried, tested and purchased at good optical retailers nationwide. For more information, your 
nearest stockist and to order a Product Guide please phone 01582 726522 or visit us online at www.opticron.co.uk 

Opticron. Unit 21, Titan Court, Laporte Way, Luton, Beds, LU4 8EF UK Fax: 01582 723559 Email: sales@opticron.co.uk 


MM4 Travelscopes 

Outstanding performance in a compact form, the MM4 is the natural choice 
for anyone wanting a high quality take-anywhere, fully rubber armoured 
nitrogen waterproof travelscope to accurately observe and photograph 
nature close up from a distance. 

Bodies (Str or 45°): MM4 50 GA ED £329, MM4 60 GA ED £429 
Recommended eyepieces: SDLv2 12-36x/15-45x £329, 

HDF T 12-36x715-45x £209 


MM4 77 Fieldscopes 

The latest in the MM4 series delivers 80mm 
HD class performance in a body just 320mm 
long and weighing only 1260g. 

30 year guarantee. 

Bodies (Str or 45°): MM4 77 GA ED £649 
Recommended eyepieces: SDLv2 18-54x £329, 
HDFT 18-54x £209 
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Welcome 


o misquote the great 
football manager Bill 
Shankly, birdwatching 
isn’t a matter of life and 
death - it’s much more 
important than that. 

That might sound like exaggeration, 
but reading Joe Harkness’s book Bird 
Therapy, and his article in which he 
explains the inspiration for it, it’s hard not to think it’s 
close to the truth at times. Birdwatching can change us all. 

It can change the world, too, and for the better. The 
good done by Birdfair, such as its support for Mar Chiquita, 
or the work done to raise awareness of wildlife crime 
by volunteers such as Henry Morris, can help stave off 
environmental change that’s catastrophic for birds, and 
ultimately for us. 

So, while I wish you, as always, a month of enjoyable 
and varied birdwatching, take a moment or two to consider 
how birdwatching can change all our 
lives for the better, and then tell us 
all about it. 
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Matt Merritt, editor 
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THE BIG QUESTION: 


FAVOURITE OVERSEAS 


BIRDINGSPOT? 
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Matt Merritt: Kakadu NP, in 
Australia - astonishing birds 
and an amazing landscape. 



Mike Weedon: How about 
Monteverde, Costa Rica, for 
Resplendent Quetzal? 
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Mike Roberts: I always pack 
a pair of binoculars on a family 
holiday to Corfu! 


facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 
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LESSER 

WHITETHROAT 

Of our dozen or so regular breeding warblers, the Lesser 
Whitethroat is among the most elusive. It doesn’t have 
the secrecy of the Grasshopper Warbler or Cetti’s 
Warbler, nor the skulking scarcity of the Dartford 
Warbler. But the Lesser Whitethroat is an elusive bird, 
spending the summer buried in large hedges, rattling off 
its staccato song, moving, then rattling another phrase 
from a new position. But you hardly ever see them! 

In autumn, though, they seem to lose this excessive 
shyness and reveal themselves (at least to an extent, 
though hardly parading around like a Blackbird on the 
lawn). Lesser Whitethroats, in autumn, will eat fruit 
such as blackberries, in order to fatten up before 
their migration. It is then you can see the key differences 
between the Lesser Whitethroat and its much more 
visible (and much more common) cousin, the 
Whitethroat. Note the colder, greyer plumage, lacking 
the rufous tones in the wings, the shorter tail, the black 
legs and dark bill and, often, the hint of a dark ‘mask’ 
on the ear coverts. 

Lesser Whitethroats are primarily southern and 
south-eastern in their distribution, and are found in 
hedges, bushes and so on. 









FIVE TO FIND IN SEPTEMBER 


August is a good month for 
migration. But September is 
a great month for migration. 
Everything seems to be on 
the move. It is time to really 
make the most of the birding 
hours. Here are five cracking 
birds, on the move,’ to look 
for and enjoy this month. 


twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag 



facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag 


RARITY RATINGS 

Common, widely distributed 
Localised - always a treat 
A > Very scarce or rare 


1 GREY PHALAROPE ^ 

Grey Phalaropes are small, curious waders which breed in the Arctic and Iceland and pass our 
coasts in small numbers, wintering at sea. September storms drive them inshore and inland, 
when they can turn up in sheltered areas for a bit before heading back out to the open waves. 
Grey Phalaropes can be exceptionally tame as they swim around in little circles or pick from 
the edge. Don’t expect them to be wearing the red feathering of breeding plumage, as most 
will be in the grey and white of winter or at least the similar plumage of a first first-winter. 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Juvenile White¬ 
winged Black Terns, 
also occur, in very 
small numbers, in the 
autumn 


2 JUVENILE BLACK TERN 

This small marsh tern (all marsh terns are small!) does not breed in the UK. 

In spring, they pass through in grey and black breeding plumage. In autumn, 
though, we mainly see juveniles, which are white beneath and scaly brown 
and grey above. They have black caps, and a thin dark patch on the front of 
the breast. They feed by picking morsels off the surface of water in flight. 
This may be on the coast, or on inland freshwater bodies. 
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COMMON SCOTER 


As many as 100,000 Common Scoters winter off the coast of the UK. Most are concentrated 
around certain areas such as the coast of north Norfolk, Cardigan and Liverpool Bays, or off the 
north Lancashire coast, plus along the Moray Firth. They tend to sit offshore in large flocks 
above the ideal depth of water for their molluscan prey. Common Scoters migrate at night and 
often pass overland, being prized ‘noc mig’ subjects. In difficult night conditions (rain or fog), 
they may become disoriented and resort to finding inland waterbodies to rest for the day. This is 
the time when inland patch workers can strike black gold. 



5 ARCTIC SKUA 

The Arctic Skua, or the Parasitic Jaeger, to give 
it its North American name, is, along with the 
Great Skua, one of two species of skua which 
breed in the UK. It is also easily the most 
numerous of the three smaller skuas seen 
passing offshore or chasing Kittiwakes or terns, 
at sea (to make them regurgitate their catch; 
hence Parasitic Jaeger). ID is not 
straightforward, the three smaller skuas (jaegers) 
are easily confused; Arctic Skuas are 
intermediate in size, structure and flight style; 
but there really is no substitute for field practice. 



RARITY 

PREDICTOR 


Each month, we take a free hit of a guess at 
what very rare birds may occur in the U K 
during the given month. Like these three... 



ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 

There have been fewer than 40 accepted UK 
records of this chunky North American 


passerine. Most have been in the autumn and 
most on Scilly. And nearly all have been 
first-winter birds. 



CLIFF SWALLOW 

Since first being recorded in 2000, there have 
been more than a dozen records of this little 
North American hirundine. As is often the 
case with passerines from the other side of the 
Atlantic, most records are in autumn and in 
the west, especially on Scilly. 



' ^ 1 

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING 

This is a bird in serious trouble, possibly in 
genuine danger of global extinction. That said, 
the last two Septembers have seen individuals 
turn up on Shetland. Could it be three in a row? 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


Nightjar 


The ‘night’ part of this nocturnal, insect-catching bird’s 
name needs no further explanation, of course. But the 
‘jar’ part is believed to be a reference to the song of the 
male. This is hardly a jarring song, however, being really 
rather pleasant on the ear. This singing is usually called 
‘churring’, derived from the word ‘churr’, which in itself is 
equivalent to ‘chirr’ - the continuous trilling sound made 
by stridulating insects. The genus name Caprimulgus is 
a reference to the old name ‘goatsucker’, referring to the 
curious mythology associated with this night bird, that it 
would suck milk from goats! 


f * 
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GREBES AND DIVER! 

IN NUMBERS 


1,100 


Estimated number of Slavonian 
Grebes wintering around 
UK coasts (compared with about 
30 breeding pairs) 




Estimated number of 
Black-necked Grebes 
wintering in the UK (compared with 
30-50 breeding pairs) 


B Estimated number 
of Red-necked 
Grebes wintering 
in the UK (compared with one 
breeding pair!) 


17.000 


Estimated number of Red-throated Divers 
wintering around UK coasts (compared 
with about 1,300 breeding pairs) 


560 


Estimated number of Black- 
throated Divers wintering around 
UK coasts (compared 
with about 1,300 
breeding pairs) 




F1ELDCRAFT 


Night calls and ‘noc mig’ 



In the fast few years, noc mig' has become a thing. This is the night equivalent 
of Vis mlq\ or observing visible migration (noc mig' being nocturnal 
migration). Sound is very important inyis mig, but, of course, at night when 
nothing is really visible, sound is everything . But standing around in the 
field (or more usually a back garden) listening and attempting to 
identify every bird heard passing over is a near impossible task. 

So, canny bird recorders have worked out microphone 
systems which can be left recording overnight, then clever 
computer programmes can check the recording to isolate 
sounds for checking at a more convenient time. 
Recordings can be checked against existing files 
and sonograms generated for detailed comparison 
and confirmation. 

Using this technique there have been some 
very interesting patterns of migration picked 
up by noc miggers. These include, for 
example, a better understanding of 
the extent of nocturnal 
movements overland of 

Common Scoters, and the 
surprising number of 
Ortolan Buntings 
(left) which pass over 
the country at night. 



Sparrowhawk ‘kills’ 

In most areas of the country, by far the most 
frequently found bird ‘kills’ are the product 
of the hunting and feeding of 
Sparrowhawks. You may have seen these 
remains on your own lawn or on walks in 
open woodland or parkland. Sparrowhawks 
mainly kill small birds (including sparrows, 
but also Starlings and Blackbirds etc), but 
will even take birds as large as doves and 
even Woodpigeons. The remains you may 
encounter usually are largely scattered 
feathers from a lot of plucking, which the 
hawks do prior to concentrating mainly on 
the breast muscles. 
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Small warblers and crests 

The autumn is a peak time for catching up with tiddly warblers on the move. ‘Crests’ (aka kinglets) 
and small eastern Phylloscopus (‘leap) warblers. 



Goldcrest 

Though often thought of as a resident bird, 
large numbers of Goldcrests are on the 
move in autumn. At times (and the ‘right’ 
weather conditions), there can be genuine 
‘falls’, when the whole of an east coast cliff (or 
similar) appears riddled with the tiny birds. 
And they are tiny (Europe’s smallest bird). 
Goldcrests are a dull green above, greenish- 
grey below, with a relatively plain face, 
without an eyestripe (just a short, fine, black 
moustachial stripe). The complex wing-bars 
are typical of ‘crests’. 



Fi recrest 

Almost as small as the Goldcrest, the 
Firecrest is the scarcer, brighter, sexier 
cousin, a hugely charismatic, attractive 
and desirable bird to find. The green 
upperparts are brighter, with the added 
attraction of a lovely golden bronze patch 
on the shoulder; the underparts look 
paler and ‘cleaner’. The face is much more 
well marked than that of the Goldcrest: 
with a dark eyestripe, a bold, broad white 
supercilium (‘eyebrow’) and a broader 
black border to the crown. 



Yellow-browed 

Warbler 

A tiny bit larger than a ‘crest’, the short¬ 
tailed, large-headed Yellow-browed 
Warbler is a very small warbler. They are 
green above and pale grey/white below and 
have a distinctive long yellow supercilium, 
and two yellow wing-bars. Yellow-broweds 
are passage migrants from the east 
(ie Russia), passing the UK increasing 
numbers. Most are found in the Northern 
Isles and the east coast, but they can occur 
anywhere, particularly in October. 



Pallas’s Warbler 

Another tiny leaf warbler from Asia, the 
Pallas’s Warbler takes the bright, well- 
patterned blueprint of the Yellow-browed 
Warbler and takes it just a bit further: it is a 
jewel of a bird! This is exemplified by the head 
being extra striped (with a bright yellow crown) 
and the supercilium being even brighter 
yellow. Plus, the rump is yellow. Pallas’s 
Warblers often feed in a way similar to the 
‘crests’, with frequent hovering. Look for them 
later in the autumn. They are pretty scarce but 
not impossibly rare. 


UK TIDES 
SEPTEMBER 

The times below are 
for high tide, when 
waders and wildfowl 
will be pushed closer 
to dry land... 


Find the location closest to 
your destination and add or 
subtract the hours and minutes 
from the high tide time at 
London Bridge, below. 


Date 

Time 

m 

Time 

m 

Su 

0255 

7.57 

15:15 

7.39 

M 

05:40 

7.58 

15:57 

7.45 

Tu 

0425 

7.45 

16:57 

7.38 

W 

05:05 

717 

17:18 

718 

5Th 

05:48 

6.80 

18:02 

6.89 

F D 0653 

6.42 

18:51 

6.55 

Sa 

0725 

6.06 

19:50 

6.20 

Su 

0824 

5.78 

21:01 

5.96 

9M 

09:44 

5.67 

2222 

5.97 

10 Tu 

11:09 

5.89 

25:40 

6.27 

W 



12:12 

6.27 

Th 

00:56 

6.61 

12:58 

6.56 

13 F 

0121 

6.82 

15:57 

6.74 

Sa 001:58 

6.89 

1412 ^ 

6.84 

Su 

02:52 

6.91 

14:44 

6.92 

M 

05:01 

6.92 

15:15 

6.97 

Tu 

0529 

6.91 

15:42 

6.97 

W 03:57 

6.83 

16:10 

6.89 

Th 0426 

6.68 

16:41 

6.75 

F 

04:57 

6.46 

17:15 

6.59 

Sa 

05:52 

6.23 

17:54 

6.42 

Sut] 06:15 

6.00 18:44 

6.22 

M 

07:10 

5.75 

19:50 

6.02 

Tu 

0854 

5.60 

2127 

6.06 

W 1Q15 

5.85 

22:51 

6.46 

Th 1133 

6.35 



F 

00:00 

6.93 

12:55 

6.81 

Sa«OQ57 

7.29 

1524 

7.13 

Su 01:48 

7.48 

14:09 

7.34 

M 

02:55 

7.55 

14:51 

7.50 


SOUTHWEST 

NORTHWEST 

Weston-Super-Mare 

Whitehaven (-250) 

(+5:05) 

Douglas (-2:44) 

Barnstaple (+4:30) 

Morecambe(-253) 

Newquay (+3:32) 
Falmouth (+350) 

Blackpool (-250) 

Plymouth (+4:05) 

NORTHEAST 

Torquay (+4:40) 

Skegness (+429) 

Bournemouth 

Grimsby (+4:13) 

(-5:09)* 

Bridlington (+2:58) 

Portland (*457) 

Whitby (+220) 

St Peter Port 

Hartlepool (+1:59) 

(+4:53) 

Blyth (+1:46) 

Swanage (-5:19)* 
Portsmouth (-2:29) 

Berwick (+0:54) 

Southampton (-2:53) 

SCOTLAND 

Leith (+0:58) 

SOUTHEAST 

Dundee (+1:12) 

Ryde (-2:29) 

Aberdeen (-0:18) 

Brighton (-2:51) 

Fraserburgh (-128) 

Eastbourne (-2:48) 

Lossiemouth (-2:00) 

Dungeness(-3:05) 

Wick (-229) 

Dover (-253) 

Lerwick (-2:50) 

Margate (-1:52) 

Stromness(-429) 

Herne Bay (-124) 

Scrabster (-5:09) 

Southend-on-sea (-122) Stornoway (+5:30) 

Clacton-on-sea (-2:00) 

Ullapool (+556) 
Gairloch (+5:16) 

EAST ANGLIA 

Oban (+4:12) 

Felixstowe Pier (-223) 

Greenock (-1:19) 

Aldeburgh (-2:53) 

Ayr (-1:44) 

Lowestoft (-423) 

Campbeltown 

Cromer (+4:56) 

(-112) 

Hunstanton (+4:44) 

Girvan (-1:51) 
Kirkcudbright Bay 

WALES 

Colwyn Bay (-2:47) 

(-225) 

Holyhead (-328) 

IRELAND 

Barmouth (-5:45) 

Londonderry (-552) 

Aberystwyth (-6:11) 

Belfast (-2:47) 

Fishguard (+5:44) 
Swansea (+4:42) 

Milford Haven (+4:37) 
Cardiff (+5:15) 

Donegal (+420) 

*Approximate times due to large variance 

between the months neap and spring tides. All 
times are GMT. 
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Beyond 

Birdwatching 



Summer may be waning, but 
September abounds with 
exciting wildlife 


BY JAMES LOWEN 


Fungi really get going this month, so look 
out for wacky examples such as Earthstars, 
with their spherical sphore body elevated 
above a ring of rays. 



INVERTEBRATE 

On the march 


Climate change is strengthening the UK’s orthopteran community 
- that’s crickets and grasshoppers to you and me. One such 
beneficiary of our warming land is Long-winged Conehead. Until 
the 1970s, this occurred only locally in southern England, it is now 
moving northwards, occupying coarse grasslands, whether dry or 
damp. It is best detected on voice: a rattling noise like a 


static-encrusted fishing-line being wound in. 



Cryptic contender 


September is good for garden moth¬ 
trapping, with the prospect of catching 
occasional migrants to complement local 
residents. One typical autumn moth is Copper 
Underwing. Substantial and broad winged, this creature looks 
essentially brown, but is emblazoned with spots and stripes and 
arrowheads. Its namesake feature is a shockingly burnt-orange 
hindwing. A careful examination of these offers the most reliable way to 
determine whether this is a true Copper Underwing or the almost identical 
Svensson’s Copper Underwing. Good luck working this out! 


MOTH 



Hip and 
happening 

Hedgerows glow with rubies this 
month, as various types of roses - 
Dog Rose, Field Rose and 
Sweetbriar - exhibit ripe red fruits 
known as Rosehips. Also known 
as haws or heps, these fruits 
develop once flowers have been 
successfully pollinated during the 
spring or summer. 



INSECT 


BUTTERFLY 


Britain. Although the Hornet is 
encumbered with a fearsome reputation, 
it is actually peaceable unless provoked. 
Assuming that you don’t approach its 
nest too closely (or prod it) - which will 
likely incite guards into defensive action 
- you should be free to observe without 
fear of being stung. So far, this year 
seems to be a good one for this large 
social wasp, and there is no 

denying that it is a spectacular 
beast well worthy of your 
attention. 


Migrant 

If I haven’t seen my 
first Clouded Yellow 
of the year by the end 
of August, I redouble 
efforts to see one during 
September - particularly by visiting 
flower-rich stretches of coastline. 

Although the mass migrations of yesteryear seem 

to be a thing of the past, this rich lemon butterfly remains 

a regular late-summer visitor to Britain from Europe. 


Buzzing around 

Swallow any fear and admire an 
impressive insect that is widely 
distributed in the southern half of 


mollusc 

s M m 

k * 



Slowly does it 

One of our commoner molluscs, 
Brown-lipped Snail is named for the 
stripe of brown that winds its way 
around the entrance to the shell. The 
remainder of the protective housing 
can vary considerably in colour and in 
the presence or absence of swirls - so 
it’s the brown rim that you need to 
look for. Although inhabiting thick 
undergrowth, moist conditions entice 
Brown-lipped Snails to climb trees 
and even walls when conditions are 
moist... making this traditionally 
damp month a good time to find one! 
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CELESTRON 


INTRODUCING 

NATUREDX 

BINOCULARS 



The greatest wonders of nature are often found in the smallest details. 

See them all more clearly with the new Celestron Nature DX ED. 



Binoculars available in 8x42,10x42,10x50 and 1MQ Find out more at celestron.com 

Starting from £213.99 SRP Or contact Celestron in the UK on 011B 4671 200 













PATCH DIARY 




Midsummer is a quiet time, with nothing to enjoy, except 
orchids, dragonflies, butterflies, scarce birds and dancing owls! 


T hat period from June into early July can 
be decidedly slow for local year listing. 
And 2019 was no exception for this lover 
of that particular game. I was able to add 
calling Spotted Crake (on 21 June) 
taking my Peterborough area year list to 
a healthy 180, however. And on 29 June, I found a 
couple of Sandwich Terns on the famed ‘wader pit’ of 
the Baston and Langtoft pit complex. “Big deal!”, you 
may think, “They’re common as muck at the seaside”. 
But Sarnies are rarer than Spotted Crakes in these ‘ere 
inland parts; less than annual. Indeed, these were the 
first I have personally ‘found’ since 2013; and only my 
second ‘multiple record’ (the first being in 2003). 

But summer’s slow drift is not all about ticking birds. 
It is about enjoying the wildlife on offer, and taking a 
new and different look at birds and their behaviour, 
which so often throws up something new and exciting. 

I have been enjoying some very nice garden goodies 
at home, including a frequent Hedgehog (‘Hedgy’) and, 
even better, a Muntjac (‘Jacky’), which has been in our 
city garden for more than a month! 

And I have been dibbling in orchids (hovering 
around Fly Orchids, sniffing Fragrant Orchids, that sort 
of thing) and once more embracing insects. I have 
photographed the three ‘chaser’ dragonfly species we 
have around here (including the localised Scarce 
Chaser), and have been out after some of the key 
butterfly specialities. These have included the subtly 
brilliant and highly localised Black Hairstreak, and the 
hugely expanding populations of some of the larger 
more spectacular species: Dark Green and Silver- 
washed Fritillaries, White Admiral, and best of all. 
Purple Emperor. At the weekend, a friend and I found 
up to a dozen of the latter beauties in just one area of 
Castor Hanglands NNR, near Peterborough. They first 
appeared there just a few years ago, and now appear to 
be a regular fixture in the area, with a dramatically 
increasing ‘colony’. So, I spent 
the sunny days watching and 
trying to photograph lovely 
bugs; and what better way to 
pass the time? 

And at this time of year, the 
light evenings are long, and 
after the butterflies have gone 
to bed, there is more action to seek in the wilds, as the 
shadows lengthen. We are blessed with many things 
around Peterborough and not least around here are the 
four species of breeding owl. Indeed, there is one site I 
visited a few times in early July where Barn Owls, 
Tawny Owls and, sexiest of all, Long-eared Owls, have 
nested within a couple of hundred yards of each other. 
And you can stand in one place there and listen to the 
‘sneezes’ of baby Tawny Owls, and the ‘squeaky gate’ 


begging calls of baby Long-eared Owls. 

The nights have been warm and still, the Hobbies 
have been dusk hunting for the swarms of Summer 
Chafers, and the soundscape is sublime. The last 
Cuckoos of summer call against a backdrop of late Reed 
Warbler song and the occasional shout of a Cetti’s 
Warbler. Cranes ‘bugle’. Grasshopper Warblers ‘reel’ (at 
the high edge of my hearing) and Water Rails ‘squeal’. 

But the Long-eared Owls are the stars. The squeakers 
are big, now, already flying about, with more of the 
rounded-winged silhouette of a Barn Owl than that of 
their parents. But still begging, persistently, so 
persistently. The other night was something extra 
special, though, as a friend (a different one) and I 
watched the two youngsters on a fence, silently 
‘dancing’. They were bobbing from side to side and up 
and down, twisting and gyrating and turning their 
heads upside down, as if exploring the limits of their 
newly discovered flexibility. They were hilarious! 

After a while, the two babies 
flew out over the dusky rough 
grassland and paid lip service 
to hunting, before, when they 
were seemingly close to being 
‘out of range’ (and perhaps too 
close to where the baby 
Tawnies were calling), an adult 
Long-eared Owl started barking out a repeated warning 
call to bring the wanderers back to the ‘home hedge’. It 
was a call we’d never heard before, sounding more like 
a Fox than an owl. The babies knew it well enough, and 
flew straight to Mum (or perhaps Dad). 

We left them to it. It was wonderful to see and hear. 

It is one of the things that helps motivate we birders 
(though we hardly need extra motivation!): there is 
always something new to witness. Something glorious. 


« TWO YOUNGSTERS 
PERCHED ON A FENCE, 
SILENTLY DANCING » 


Above 

One of two 
Sandwich Terns, 
flying above a 
juvenile Black¬ 
headed Gull and 
Common Terns, 
Baston and 
Langtoft Pits, 
south Lincolnshire, 
29 June 


Mike Weedon 

is an very keen 
year lister and 
general wildlife 
photographer around 
his home city of 
Peterborough, where 
he lives with his wife, 
Jo, and children, 
Jasmine and Eddie. 
You can see his 
photos and more at 
weedworld. 
blogspot.com 
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CAMPAIGN 


Funds raised to help Hen Harriers 


Personal trainer puts 
in the miles to help 
our moorland birds 

A London-based 
personal trainer 
has run the 
equivalent of five 
marathons, 
climbing 20,000ft in the 
process, to highlight the 
plight of Hen Harriers. 

The birds are on the verge of 
extinction as a breeding species 
in England, with a major reason 
being the illegal trapping, 
poisoning and shooting of them 
on grouse shooting estates. 

The UK Government’s own 
research has shown that 72% of 
satellite-tagged Hen Harriers 
have been illegally killed on or 
near grouse moors, and that a 
Hen Harrier is 10 times more 
likely to die over a grouse moor 
than anywhere else. 

Henry Morris says that an 
industry reliant on criminality 
is unacceptable, and that the 
persecution of Hen Harriers is 


just one manifestation of wider 
efforts to suppress wildlife that 
might come into conflict with 
attempts to boost numbers of 
Red Grouse, artificially. 

Other victims include 
Peregrines, Red Kites, Buzzards, 
Foxes and Stoats. 

Henry ran 130 miles, 
travelling a route which took in 


the last known locations of all 
the vanished birds in Yorkshire 
and Lancashire, while dressed 
as a Hen Harrier and wearing 
a satellite tag. His route took 
him across the grouse moors of 
Bowland AONB, the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park, and 
Nidderdale AONB. 

He invited other runners to 
join him on open access land 
that he says should be home to 
thriving eco-systems, but 
instead is all too often 
becoming a monoculture. 

A loss of even five per cent of 
the UK’s peatbogs is equivalent 
to an entire year of the nation’s 
carbon emissions, but much of 
the peat on grouse moors is 
deteriorating, owing to 
management practices that 
include extreme burning, 
unnecessary drainage, and 
installation of infrastructure 
such as concrete drainage 
ditches and vehicle tracks. 

Henry’s runs raised money 
for Wild Justice - the pro¬ 
wildlife organisation founded 
by Chris Packham, Mark Avery 


Henry Morris before his 130-mile 
moorland marathon in aid of Hen 
Harrier protection 

and Ruth Tingay - and to help 
fund prosecution of wildlife 
crime. More than £10,000 has 
already been raised, and you 
can find out more (including 
how to donate) online at: 
thehenharriers.com 




Henry Morris is a personal trainer and 
veteran of several marathons 
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NEWS & OPINION 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Back from the brink 

A major island restoration project 
could bring Roseate Terns - 
Europe’s rarest breeding seabird 
- back from the brink in Northern 
Ireland. Blue Circle Island, part 
of the RSPB’s Larne Lough 
reserve, has suffered flooding 
and erosion but has been restored 
in a £391,000 project, thanks to 
the EU-funded Roseate Tern 
LIFE Recovery Project and match 
funding from Tarmac and the 
RSPB. The entire UK and Ireland 
population of Roseate Terns in 
2018 was 1,987 pairs, distributed 
between Rockabill Island and 
Lady Island Lake in the Republic 
of Ireland, and Coquet Island in 
Northumberland. 

Garden findings 

Early results are in from the BTO’s 
Gardenwatch, an ambitious 
citizen science project launched 
during BBC’s Springwatch 2019. 
Collectively, the UK’s gardens 
cover an area larger than the 
county of Suffolk, and it is hoped 
that the volunteers taking part 
in Gardenwatch could help BTO 
researchers understand how birds, 
mammals and soil invertebrates 
use gardens and their resources. 
So far, nearly a quarter of a million 
Gardenwatch missions have been 
completed, across more than 
100,000 individual gardens. 

Birds were seen in nearly all of 
the gardens surveyed with 98.4% 
of participants reporting at least 
one bird, and 25,086 gardens 
reporting at least one bird nest. 


Bird festival 

The North West Bird Watching 
Festival takes place at Martin 
Mere Wetland Centre, from 
16-17 November. Guest speakers 
will include wildlife presenter 
and producer Nigel Marven and 
wildlife presenter and author 
Kate Bradbury. 

There’ll also be guided 
reserve walks, waterfowl ringing 
demonstrations, photography 
workshops and much more. 

For further details go to: 
wwt.org.uk/NWBWF 



GRUMPyoUDfclRDER 

This month, Bo is pondering about... 
the future of garden ponds 


A bout 150 years ago, there were 

about a million ponds in the UK - a 
pond being a body of water smaller 
than two acres in area. Surprisingly, 
well over 90% of fresh water is held 
in such small ponds. Currently, there are less than a 
quarter of that number! 

When I was a lad, I used to fish with my dad in a 
small estate’ lake... small even by UK standards, it 
would barely register as a pond overseas. Typically 
of estate lakes, a stream had been damned with a 
brick wall and a clay bank so that the stream flowed 
through an adjustable sluice and over a small 
cascade. Perhaps less usually, the stream then 
spread out among Birch and Alder, forming a soggy 
area surrounded by poplars. Here, I heard my first 
murmuration one gloomy November day, sounding 
like Niagara Falls, with every tree re-clad in leaf-like 
birds, seemingly fluttering in a non-existent breeze. 

The lake itself was no longer part of the estate, 
but incorporated into a farm, and so silted up, so 
that the far end was now just mud soup into which I 
once accidentally stepped, instantly up to my 
armpits in ooze. The lake sides were clad in Ash, 
and Elm and oak and it was there, too, that I saw the 
only Polecat I have ever seen. Although, nearly 60 
years on, I gather they may have re-colonised my 
corner of the country. 

The thick trees afforded no pondside access, 
only the dam itself had space for we two anglers. 
The other small open area being visited by the plash 
and slurp of cows drinking the water and easing 
their feet from the clay. 

The water was alive with pond-skaters and 
water-boatmen, water-fleas swarmed like 
underwater midges and the air reverberated from 
the wingbeats of massed dragonflies. Beneath, 
bright Rudd and striped Perch swam and a few 
gigantic Pike lurked like sunken logs. Usually, the 


lake was still, but sometimes there was a massive 
swirl as a monster Pike snatched a meal. They 
seemed to feed rarely, taking enormous meals and 
lying doggo for weeks like giant jungle Boas. I once 
saw one rise and take a Moorhen whole. Over 
several years, we hooked a Pike a few times, but 
each time they proved too strong for our tackle. 

Over the years this quiet pool became a 
hauntingly beautiful memory of wood and water, lily 
and finch. Two decades ago, I moved back to this 
county. A decade ago, I went in search of all my 
childhood fishing venues. Not one remained in its 
unaltered state. 

One estate lake we frequented is now the 
centrepiece of a manicured country’ park, with 
neatly mown lawns and a pair of swans. The raw 
gravel pits I fished had halved in size, half covered 
by a dual carriageway where once I would sit 
listening to the carp sucking snail eggs from the 
underside of lily pads, on a Cuckoo-filled summer’s 
day. The rest has matured into a Nightingale-rich 
habitat on the one hand and a private syndicate 
fishery on the other. 

A farm lake we fished was frequented by a family 
of Spotted Flycatchers and by giggling nuns 
mastering a dinghy on long summer nights. It has 
completely disappeared under the plough. 

My mythological Pike water is no more. The silt 
turned to mud and the mud to wet wood and 
eventually reverted back to a stream whose edges 
have been felled and cleared so cattle can drink. No 
Swallows or martins skim the hushed waters, no 
Starlings crown wet woodland. Time to ponder the 
future of ponds. 


Bo Beolens runs fatbirder.com and other 
websites. He has written a number of books. 
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As you read this, autumn is already well and truly underway 
in the world of birds. Return migration has begun, and that 
means there are lots of opportunities to see a wide range 
and number of birds as they move through the UK, as well 
as catching up with some of our resident species 


WORDS: MATT MERRITT 


* * * * * , 
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H ere’s six of the best early autumn birding experiences for 
you to try. Get a couple under your belt and you’ll 
undoubtedly give your #My200BirdYear list a boost. And 
if listing isn’t your thing, then you’ll still see some great birds. 
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This might seem obvious, but as birds move south 
towards the continent and Africa for the winter, 
and as others start to arrive from Scandinavia and 
eastern Europe to spend the winter here, then 
certain places on the south and east coasts are 
great places to be. Some of them are the stuff of 
birdwatching legend, with great records for 
attracting not only huge numbers of birds, but also 
a large number of rarities - think Spurn, in East 
Yorkshire, or Dungeness, in Kent. 

Both are spits sticking out into the sea, and any 
similar spot will be attractive to arriving and 
departing birds, who generally want to take the 
shortest possible crossing over the water. 

But even inland spots can be migration hotspots. 
Prominent hills attract species such as Wheatears 
and Ring Ouzels, urban oases will be used as 
stopping-off points by flyover birds (especially if 
bad weather forces them to interrupt their 
journeys), and any body of water inland (such 
as Rutland Water, if you’re heading to the 
Birdfair) can be seized upon by waders, wildfowl 
and other wetland birds. 
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#MY200BIRDYEAR 



Conventional wisdom is that most of our breeding seabirds 
get done and dusted by mid-July at latest, and then clear 
off out to sea. And indeed, many do. But Gannets can still 
be around their breeding colonies well into the autumn 
(some as late as November), so this is still a good time to 
head to a seabird city such as Bempton Cliffs RSPB and 
watch them diving for fish, feeding young, and generally 
being magnificent. And, while you’re there, why not scan 
the sea with your scope and see what’s passing by? 
Seawatching is something of an acquired taste, but once 
you get going it can become truly addictive! As well as 
gulls, terns and skuas, autumn seas will contain large 
numbers of grebes, divers and sea-ducks. 
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#MY200BIRDYEAR 


Watch out for waders 


Both passage waders and those planning to spend the 
winter here should be much in evidence now, but it s 
complicated by the fact that many will be juveniles, in 
rather unfamiliar plumage. Swot up on them a little, and 
you should be able to pick out goodies such as Curlew 
Sandpiper (the youngsters have scaly backs and peachy 
breasts, but the bill is still distinctive). And here’s a tip - if 
you find yourself watching an autumn wader that just 
doesn’t seem to fit the bill for anything in your field guide, 
then it’s probably a Ruff. Check again! 





See some skuas 


Artie Skua 




Many skuas follow a very distinctive 
migration pattern, flying overland at 
great height before dropping back to 
sea level again on the other side of the 
country. In autumn, the Firth of Forth to 
Solway Firth, and Wash to Severn 
Estuary routes are particularly 
significant. For the former, Bowness-on- 
Solway is a great place to watch from, 
while for the latter, Slimbridge WWT 
can be good, although spots further 
down the estuary are even better. All 
four species are possible, although 
Great Skua (or Bonxie) and 
Arctic Skua generally 
predominate. 




oo 
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If you’ve not already signed 
up for #My200BirdYear, 
its not too late! ... 

You could still hit the 
200 mark this year, if 
you can’t resist getting 
started straight away. 

First, make a list of all 
the species you regularly 
see on your patch or at 
the sites you regularly 
visit. You might be 
surprised at how many 
that is. Secondly, start 
looking for some of the species that 
you’ve just read about. 

Thirdly, plan one or two trips a little 
further afield - just to somewhere you 
haven’t birded before, although you’ll reap 
particularly rich rewards if you head to the 
east or south coasts. 

Oh, and fourthly, go to: 
birdwatching.co.uk/2019-signup 
and sign up, then check Bird Watching 
magazine every month (and our exclusive 
Facebook group) for tips, advice and all 
sorts of expert help! 
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As Birdfair fever hots up, we find out how the 
proceeds from last year’s event are spent 


WORDS: MIKE 

D espite being best known for 
my antics on BBC’s The One 
Show, and pigeon-holed as a 
British naturalist, many are 
surprised to find that prior to 
selling my soul to TV, I spent more than 
four years working as a field biologist in 
the tropics. Having sampled three very 
different and distinct biogeographic regions 
during that period, my favourite realm was 
undoubtedly the Neotropics. 

If you’ve never visited South America, I 
feel duty bound to inform you that you’re 
missing out. The culture, scenery and an 
immense biodiversity combine to make this 
the ‘must visit continent’ on any world 
birders’ bucket list. And having maintained 
my Spanish fluency since a spell working 
in Ecuador in the late 1990s, I was thought 


DILGER 


Birdfair 


the perfect candidate to accompany Birdfair 
founder Tim Appleton to Argentina, earlier 
this year, to see where the proceeds from 
Birdfair 2018 would be spent! 

Surely, you all must be familiar with the 
annual fund-raising jamboree that is 
Birdfair? This three-day wildlife 
extravaganza has become an essential 
fixture in many naturalists’ calendar. But 
it’s much more than just a chance to buy a 
pair of binoculars, catch up with old friends 
and hear wildlife celebrities pontificating 


LACUNA MAR 
CHIQUITA 

9 

MIRAMAR 


CoRDoBA 

QUEBRADA DEI ComDoRITo 

national park 

about their latest projects. Quite 
rightly, the central tenet ever 
since the fair’s inception has been raising 
money for a variety of worthy wildlife 
causes. Each year, a different conservation 
theme or threatened habitat is chosen to 
become the beneficiary, and as the event 
has grown, so has the money donated to 
deserving projects. 

At the inaugural Birdfair in 1989, for 
example, the princely sum of £3,000 was 
donated towards the ‘Stop the massacre in 
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Birdfair special 




Malta’ campaign. Which, even with 
inflation taken into account, sounds 
meagre compared to the £322,000 raised for 
the successful recipient of last year’s funds 
- the Mar Chiquita reserve in Argentina. 
Mar Chiquita, or ‘little salt sea’, must rank 
as one of the best birdwatching sites that no 
one has ever visited. Located in the 
land-locked province of Cordoba, in 
northern Argentina, South America’s 
largest saline lake is not just home to most 
of the world’s Chilean Flamingos, but has 


its resident pink population boosted in 
winter by the addition of up to 18,000 
Andean Flamingos and a smaller number of 
Puna Flamingos, completing the trio of 
South American phoenicopterids. In 
addition, the threatened Maned Wolf 
resides in the reserve’s more remote 
corners, and hundreds of thousands of 
waders from right across North America are 
welcomed to the lake each winter, too. 

When it comes to nature reserves, big is 
almost always beautiful, but in common 
with many rich wildlife habitats in the 
tropics and subtropics, Mar Chiquita has 
many problems to contend with. Fed 
principally by three rivers, over-extraction 
for agriculture from the northern Rio Dulce 
is a huge cause of concern, while the two 
rivers emanating from the south-west are 
guilty of delivering a constant flow of 
pollution and plastics from factories and 
conurbations upstream. 

Another of Mar Chiquita’s quandaries, 
which Tim and I witnessed first hand, is 
that of mass, unregulated tourism. 


particularly close to the ‘seaside town’ of 
Miramar, leading to potential disturbance 
of the flamingos just offshore. 

This combination of biodiversity and 
threat to Mar Chiquita’s integrity was the 
main reason why it was selected to be the 
sole recipient of funds from Birdfair 2018, 
and also why Tim and I were invited to 
visit in February, this year. Working out 
exactly how to spend such a large sum of 
money is an important component of 
Birdfair’s ‘after the fair’ work, and you just 
can’t beat ‘eyeballs on the ground’ for 
ensuring that every pound raised directly 
benefits the chosen cause. 

I feel obliged to state that a Birdfair 
familiarisation trip is not just a free 
holiday, and during the course of our stay, 
innumerable talks, presentations and 
workshops were held with dignitaries and 
officials, as all parties were canvassed on 
how best to conserve this jewel in 
Cordoba’s crown. However, field visits were 
an equally important and enjoyable part of 
our trip. With large parts of the lake so 
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Olive-crowned Crescent-chest 



Southern Crested 
Caracara 
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Andean Condor in 
flight at Quebrada 
del Condorito 
National Park 


difficult to access, 
the only practicable 
way to get both an 
overview and a 

proper handle on the ^ 

park’s wildlife is by air, 
and undoubtedly the hi g hl ight 
of our stay was a trip to 1,000 ft 
above ‘sea-level’ to count flamingos 
with Argentinian biologists Water Cejas 
and Natalia Vreys, 

Gazing down on swirling candy-floss 
pink flamingo flocks from a six-seater 
aeroplane is not only the best way to enjoy 
one of South America’s greatest avian 
gatherings, but also must rank as one of the 
most exciting. Dotted in among the 
flamingos, the neon-white of Coscoroba 
Swans and occasional flickering flocks of 
Wilson’s Phalaropes were also clearly 
visible. Of course the reserve is much more 
than just saline lagoon, and two other 
habitats are key to the importance of Mar 
Chiquita, in the form of both the marshy 
fringe and the hundreds of hectares of dry 
scrub or ‘chaco seco’ surrounding much of 
the lake’s perimeter. 

Widespread species 

Superficially resembling dry Mediterranean 
scrub, the chaco seco is a must-see habitat 
for any birder. Here, widespread species 
like Rufous Hornero, Red-crested Cardinal 
and Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper are 
commonly encountered in the drought- 
tolerant shrubbery, while shyer, more 
elusive birds such as Olive-crowned 
Crescent-chest and the very localised 
Dinelli’s Doradito (a tyrant flycatcher in 
Yellow Wagtail’s clothing) can be tracked 
down with a little more persistence. 

Following footpaths through this halo of 
scrub, Walter also took us to the lake’s 
shore, which proved even more fruitful 
birding terrain. With mud replacing scrub. 
Collared Plovers suddenly appeared front 
and centre, while South American Stilts 
and noisy Southern Lapwings preferred to 
keep their distance while warning other 
marsh inhabitants of our arrival. 

Fortunately our presence didn’t seem to 
faze the Red Shoveler, Yellow-billed Pintail, 
Silver Teal or flocks of Black Skimmers 
lounging at the water’s edge. Particularly 
memorable marshy moments included a 
single sighting of the little known Dot¬ 
winged Crake and a couple of fly-by South 
American Painted Snipe zipping across the 
salt marsh. However, undoubtedly the best 
wildlife encounter was on one of those rare 
occasions for a birder when fur trumps 
feathers. While returning for breakfast, 
after our final birding session before 
leaving, the three amigos were treated to 
wonderful views of a pair of Geoffroy’s Cats 


hunting in the scrub dose to our hotel. 

With business concluded and our hosts 
keen to show us more of Cordoba’s wild 
side, Tim and I were whisked straight up 
into the Sierras de Cordoba, 250 miles 
south-west of Miramar. Rising from the 
surrounding plains and running parallel to 
the mighty Andes, further west, this 
miniature mountain range is justifiably 
famous for one species - the Andean 
Condor. The long and winding road 
upwards leads to a subtle change of habitat 
as chaco seco begins making way to that of 
chaco serrano, or closed (canopy) forest. 

In common with many tropical and 
subtropical forests, habitat loss and 
fragmentation has been vast here, to the 
extent that a paltry 6% remains. But the 
surviving pockets of this tall, elegant and 
biologically rich forest still have the 
capacity to instil a sense of wonder. 

Reminiscent of the cloud forests in the 
Ecuadorian Andes, in which I spent two 
happy years working as a biologist, they are 
often characterised by clouds ‘sitting’ in the 
canopy, due to the water vapour condensing 
at the cooler temperatures encountered at 
higher altitudes. Here, epiphytes - 
plants growing on plants - tend to be a 
common feature, with the best places to 
scan for birds frequently being among the 
ferns, orchids and bromeliads found in the 
upper branches. 

Picking out small, shy species in dense 
canopies is never easy, but the beauty of 
forest birding is that patience is rewarded, 
and after a measure of persistence we were 
eventually able to catch up with Brown- 
capped Redstart, Yellow-billed Tit Tyrant 
and Black-backed Grosbeak, among others. 

However, catching sight of the wholly 
more reticent Chaco Earthcreepers and 
Sooty-fronted Spinetails, while they 
verbally abused us from the sanctuary 
of the undergrowth, was a different 
matter entirely. At the Quebrada del 
Condorito National Park, the climatic 
conditions at 2,000m above sea-level lead to 
a radically different habitat when compared 
to both the ‘chacos’ at lower altitudes. 


Birdftffi’i special 


Established in 
1988, with the 
priority of 
conserving its 
most celebrated 
resident, this huge 
reserve mostly 
consists of rocky 
outcrops jutting out above a sea of montane 
grassland. With the plateau of the park 
lying well above the tree-line, anything 
more substantial than the occasional bush 
or shrub is relegated to the confines of the 
sheltered river canyons tumbling down the 
mountain-side. Just outside the boundary 
of the reserve, one such canyon revealed 
the Argentinian endemic, Olrog’s Cinclodes 
doing its best dipper impression in the 
cascading water. Long-tailed Meadowlarks 
and Spectacled Tyrants queued up to form a 
welcome party at the park’s entrance. 

Roosting condors 

Most visitors to the park have only one 
destination in mind - that of the Balcon 
Norte, an 800m deep V-shaped canyon, 
situated around two hours’ hike from the 
park’s headquarters. Considered one of the 
most reliable locations in all of Argentina to 
see Andean Condors, the lengthy trek can 
be brightened up by the possibility of 
catching up with Hellmayer’s Pipit, 
Grey-hooded Parakeet and Black-chested 
Buzzard Eagle along the way. 

However, these wonderful birds become 
quickly relegated to that of little more than 
‘appetisers’ when faced with the ‘main 
course’. The principle roosting spot for the 
condors is usually on the opposite side of 
the canyon to the viewing platform, but 
this distance of more than half a mile 
represents little more than just a few 
wing-flaps for any condors keen to take 
advantage of the thermals. Eye-to-eye with 
Andean Condors was certainly a fitting end 
to our Argentinian odyssey and proof that 
the hugely underrated corner of Argentina 
is definitely open for birding business. [3S1 


RESERVE BOOST 

After much consultation with Birdfairs 
partner, Aves Argentina, it can finally be 
revealed that Birdfair s 2018 donation will 
be directly supporting the construction of 
a brand-new visitor centre at Mar Chiquita. 
It is hoped this will not only give birders 
from around the world a focal point when 
visiting the reserve, but also provide an 
economic return for the local communities 
surrounding the lake, thereby helping two 
incentivise its protection. 
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Mar Chiquita is also part of the world that played a role in 
inspiring one of the UK’s modern ornithology pioneers 

WORDS CONOR JAMESON 


0 


AVES ARGENTINA* 


nyone who has visited the 
i':; inner sanctum of RSPB 
m headquarters at The Lodge 

may recall a life-size 
portrait above the 

mantelpiece. It depicts a Victorian gent 
in a wool suit and matching cap, 
crouching in bracken, holding a small 
pair of field glasses. He is William 
Henry Hudson - W H Hudson to 
literature - an early leading light of the 
Society, and a rare male of the species 
among the flock of thousands of females 
who founded the organisation. 

Curiously, little else is called readily 
to mind about Hudson, so I’ve made it a 
bit of a mission to revive the man. 
Delving into his prodigious written 
output, I discovered a formidable 
character, of many surprises. An 
enigma. To begin with, as the poet 
Edward Lear said of Hudson: 

“He did an eccentric thing for an 
English naturalist... he was born in 
South America”. 

In fact, he spent the first 32 years of 
his life there, and didn’t set foot in 
England until 1873: impoverished, 
unschooled and battle-scarred, but 
determined to pursue a fascination with 
ornithology nourished on the wild 
pampas of Buenos Aires province. 



among the wild and lawless gaucho 
horsemen of the era. 

How Hudson would have loved that, 
nearly a century after his death, a project 
so close to his pampas home would be the 
beneficiary of Birdfair’s fundraising effort. 
I was honoured to be able to welcome 
a delegation from BirdLife partner 
organisation Aves Argentinas to 


The Lodge, last autumn. I gave a short 
presentation to them, under the ever- 
watchful gaze of Senor Hudson, in that 
meeting room with the huge fireplace. 
Hudson’s legacy was game-changing for 
the fledgling organisation. And I was 
delighted to be able to do the ‘away leg’ 
too, visiting Argentina in our winter/their 
springtime (late November), to witness the 
delights of Mar Chiquita for myself. 

Thousands of flamingoes 

Mar Chiquita - ‘Little Sea’ - is not so little. 
In fact, it is vast, the largest inland lake in 
South America, as I found when Andie 
Filadora, ecotourism director, arranged for 
us to view it in a small plane, courtesy of 
Jose Bria, Mayor of nearby town Morteros. 

The water covers 50 miles by 28 miles, 
and has a maximum depth of just 10m. Far 
below we could see its shallow, saline 
margins glinting in the sun, and glittering 
with tens of thousands of flamingos. 

Three species thrive here, alongside an 
array of other water birds. It is a breath¬ 
taking landscape. 

The Birdfair-sponsored project is helping 
to create what will be called the Ansenuza 
National Park - which will be the largest 
in Argentina. The site’s other designations 
- Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, 
and Ramsar Site (wetland of international 
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Chilean Flamingos 


importance) have not prevented steady 
impacts from development and pollution. 

Aves Argentinas staff have been 
working hard for some years to prepare 
the way for this designation, to achieve 
protection at a national level for Ansenuza. 
The lake is of critical importance for 
migratory birds, using three different 
flyways. For example, it hosts from North 
America no fewer than 600,000 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes. Hundreds of thousands of 
sandpipers and other wading birds and 
wildfowl also depend on Mar Chiquita’s 
food-rich waters and margins. 

But it is for its flamingos that the lake is 
best known, and most visited and 
celebrated, as I discovered in the lakeshore 
town of Miramar, where I stayed. Mar 
Chiquita is home to around half of the 
world’s Chilean Flamingos and Andean 
Flamingos, and significant numbers of the 
Puna Flamingo. From the comfort of my 
balcony, I had close-up views of a 
multitude of other species, many new to 
me, from Black Skimmers to Coscoroba 
Swans, to Burrowing Owls, which 
patrolled the hotel gardens, bold as brass. 

Nature reserve 

And, of course, my hosts helped me to 
make a pilgrimage to the site of the family 
home of Guillermo Enrique (he is Senor 
G E Hudson here). Finding the Museo is 
not straightforward, although an entire 
district bears his name. At the end of a 
long dusty track, my guide Francisco 
Gonzalez Taboas and I found a lovingly 
curated museum, nature reserve, flags 
hoisted, schoolchildren cavorting with 
friendly dogs, teachers strumming guitars. 







Burrowing Owl 
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Birdfair special 


an imposing bust of the man. 

We were greeted with the touching 
enthusiasm of kindred devotees by 
directors Anibal Ruben Ravera and Atilio 
Martinez. They gave us the tour of the 
preserved Hudson home, the landscape in 
which he discovered and nurtured his love 
of nature, and the family library in which 
he learned of Darwin and nourished 
dreams of seeing Gilbert White’s arcadian 
England. In the evening, a discussion was 
held in the National Museum of central 
Buenos Aires, to mark the centenary of 
publication of Hudson’s autobiography of 
childhood. He is described as ‘El Primer 
Naturalista Argentino’. 

Albatross killing 

The following day, I had a few precious 
hours with my hosts delving in the 
impressive library of Aves Argentinas 
headquarters. There are more books here 
on and by Hudson than even the RSPB has 
collected, or has room for. There are 
personal letters and other memorabilia on 
display, including an invitation card to the 
1925 unveiling - by Prime Minister 
Stanley Baldwin - of Hudson’s memorial 
sculpture in Hyde Park. 

I unearthed a letter Hudson wrote to the 
press to condemn and publicise the 
deliberate killing of albatrosses, on fishing 
lines, by passengers on commercial ships. 
It gives a flavour of the gratuitous 
collecting mentality that prevailed in the 
age, and the odds against which Hudson 
and other campaigners battled. Again, 
how this pioneer would relish the work 
that Aves Argentinas and other BirdLife 
partners are doing today to prevent the 
needless if inadvertent destruction of 
albatrosses and other marine life in 
southern ocean fisheries. 

One of Hudson’s last works was that 
autobiography of his early life, called Far 
Away and Long Ago, or Alla Liejo Y Hace 
Tiempo in Spanish. It was inspired by 
visions he had while bed-bound in a 
Cornish hospital with fever, well into his 
seventies. He describes the formative 
moment that inspired his lifelong love of 
birds and wild nature: an encounter with 
flamingos, on a salt lake: “An astonishing 
number of birds were visible, chiefly wild 
duck, a few swans, and many waders 
- ibises, herons, spoonbills and others. 

“But the most wonderful of all were 
three immensely tall white-and-rose- 
coloured birds, wading solemnly in a row 
a yard or so apart from one another some 
20 yards out from the bank. I was amazed 
and enchanted at the sight, and my delight 
was intensified when the leading bird 
stood still and, raising his head and long 
neck aloft, opened and shook his wings. 



For the wings when open were of a 
glorious crimson colour, and the bird 
was to me the most angel-like creature 
on earth.” 

Bright future 

Although tempted, Hudson never again 
undertook the month-long sea crossing to 
revisit his South American natal 
homeland. He lived for his remaining 
50 years in London, escaping to the 


countryside when he could. He found 
fame and some fortune in late life, and 
lived long enough to see the RSPB’s first, 
long-running campaign to end the 
importation of bird plumage finally 
become law, in 1922. 

He left almost everything he had to the 
‘Bird Society’, as he called it. Committees 
of devotees were formed to commission 
sculptures in his honour. Portraits, too, 
hence the one above The Lodge fireplace. 

It is difficult to put into words how 
moved I have been to find Hudson’s 
influence still so keenly and visibly felt 
in Buenos Aires, and to find some of the 
bird species he described so vividly in his 
books about Argentine ornithology, 
written years later after he had 
emigrated, and colleagues here working 
so hard in their cause. 

So, the future looks bright for the new 
Ansenuza National Park, which will be a 
draw for more eco-tourism to the region, 
and help to secure a sustainable future for 
nature and communities around its huge 
perimeter. Ansenuza is the name of a 
goddess whose tears created the little sea of 
Mar Chiquita. She wept for a warrior who 
died, and her fellow deities brought him 
back to life, in the form of a flamingo... 
you are ahead of me here, I am sure. 





GETTING THERE 


Mar Chiquita can be reached from the city of Cordoba, a 75 minute flight from Buenos Aires Ezeiza Airport. 

It is 2.5 hours by car from there. 

Accommodation can be found at the friendly resort town of Miramar. The best hotel in the area is the Hotel 
Ansenuza, with close views onto the lake. There are many other accommodation options in Miramar, and in 
Laguna del Plata you can stay at the Ansenuza Lodge (more remote, without dinner or shopping options nearby). 

There are different activities available from Miramar, such as boat tours to watch the flamingos, photography 
tours, walks along the lake or even a three-day sailing trip along the Duke River, with more than 100 bird species 
possible. This can be arranged with Excursiones Michelutti. A pick-up at Cordoba Airport can be arranged as well. 
Contact: Instagram: @excursionesmichelutti / telephone: +54 95515471679 

Laguna del Plata has the base Camping Bahia de Ansenuza - a great base for birding, with lookouts and a 
trail. In development are different ecotouristic projects such as horseback riding, kayaking and cycling, opening 
up further birdwatching spots. 

From Cordoba you can also fly to several emblematic Argentinian destinations such as Iguazu Falls, Bariloche, 
Ushuaia and Salta (Northwest). 
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We ll be in our usual spot at Birdfair - 

Marquee 6 , Stands 36 & 37 - so make 
sure you come along and say hello 
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The Bird Watching team will be present and 
looking forward to hearing your questions about 
the magazine and birdwatching more generally, and 
hearing how your own birding is going. 


In addition, we’ll be keeping track of sightings 
around the Egleton reserve, and taking visitors on 
birding walks to some of the hides - the first one, 

at 10am on Friday the 17th, is on a strictly 
first-come first-served basis, so email us at 
birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk if you’d like to come along. 


And of course, whether you do your 
birding with us, or alone, there 
should be plenty of opportunity to 
add to your #My200BirdYear list 
(or even to sign up and get started 
if you haven’t already - 200 birds 
in four and a bit months is a real 
challenge, but possible!). 


We’ll see you there! 


/ 


IN 

A1*D£ IATION 
WITH 


o-V... 


Chris Packham will present the winners of 
Bird Photographer of the Year in the 
Main Event Marquee at 4pm on Saturday, 
17 August. 

Editor Matt Merritt and optics reviewer 
David Chandler will be running an Optics 
Q&A session in the Merlin Lecture Theatre at 

5pm on Saturday 17 August. 


Mike Dilger and an expert panel look at How Birders Can 
Help Birds, in the Main Event Marquee from 10.30am on 
Friday 16 August, followed immediately by Mike’s look 
at Conserving Cambodia’s Big Five (the focus of this year’s 
fundraising efforts), in the same location from 11am. 

Dominic Couzens will talk about the magic and mysteries 
of migration in the Hobby Lecture Theatre at 3.30pm on 
Saturday 17 August. 
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l * OPTICS of Bath 


01225 466 364 


We offer a huge range of top quality optics at 
discounted prices, available to buy online, over the 
phone or at our store situated in the city of Bath. 

Should you visit and make a purchase 
over £99 we will treat you to a pie & a pint 
at the award winning Old Green Tree pub. 




SWAROVSKI PREMIER DEALER 


ATX/STX 65 

25-60x magnification 

£2269 


ATX/STX 85 

25-60x magnification 

£2755 

/tTX/STX 95 

30-70x magnification 

£3040 


ATS/STS 65 

25-50x magnification 

£1624 



BTX65 

30x magnification 

£2569 

BTX85 

30x magnification 

£3055 

BTX95 

5x magnification 

£3340 


ATS/STS 80 

25-50x magnification 

£2108 


65mm/85mm/95mm Module .£659/£1145/£1430 

ATX/STX/BTX Module. £1610/£1610/£1910 

ATS/STS 65mm/80mm Body .£1145/£1629 

20-60x/25-50x Eyepiece .£399/£479 

DCBII Diqiscoping Adapter .£270 

TLS APO 23mm/ 0mm/43mm RequiresT2 Mount (£16) £362 

BR Balance Rail .£157 

VPA Phone Adapter .£150 

AR Adapter rings for ATS/ATM/ATX/STX/BTX .£25 to £33 

BTX ME 

Module HH| 1.7x Extender 

£1910 IBpI £279 



Combines the benefits of binoculars 
& scopes in to one unit allowing 
extended comfortable use. 
Compatible with the 65,85 & 95mm 
modules. 


Compatible with the ATX,STX and BTX 
modular spotting scopes, this new 
accessory enhances your viewing 
possibilities. 


FREE Ace Stay-on-Case worth £105 and 
Collins bird guide when you purchase any complete 
Swarovski ATX/STX spotting scope 




EL 32mm 
8x32 £1520 
10x32 £1550 

EL 42mm 
8.5x42 £1865 
10x42 £1890 

EL 50mm 
10x50 £1999 
12x50 £2025 

FREE Collins Bird Guide, Swarovski Cleaning Kit 

binocul 



with all new EL & SLC 


ars. 


SLC 42mm 
8x42 £1225 
10x42 £1289 

CL Companion 

With'Wild Nature' 

Case & Strap bundle 

8x30 £839 
10x30 £855 

With'Urban Jungle' 

Case & Strap bundle 

8x30 £865 
10x30 £885 

With'Northern Lights' 

Case & Strap bundle 

8x30 £900 
10x30 £920 

& Field Optics Winged 
Worth over £80 


OPTIK 

PRE Ml Efl DEALER 

8x56 SLC.£1510 

10x56 SLC.£1549 

15x56 SLC.£1599 

8x42 EL RANGE.£2275 

10x42 EL RANGE._£2350 

7x42 Habicht GA.£810 

10x40 Habicht GA.£865 

7x42 Habicht.£649 

8x30 Habicht.£695 

10x40 Habicht.£785 

8x25 CL Pocket.£525 

10x25 CL Pocket.£569 

8x25 CL Pocket'Mountain'. £549 
10x25 CLPocket'Mountain’. £595 

UTA Tripod Adapter__£83 

Eyecups 


MINOX 

BL 8x33 HD.£349 

BL 8x44 HD.£399 

BL 10x44 HD.£409 

BL 10x52 HD.£529 

8x25 BV (New Model)....£139 
10x25 BV (New Model) .£149 


8x33 BV .£189 

8x44 BV .£239 

10x44 BV .£249 

NVD 650 Nialit Vision ...£279 

Camera .£89 

Camera ....£129 


DTC390Trai 

DTC550Trai 


CELESTR0N 

Ultima 65 18-55x .£149 

Ultima 80 20-60x .£199 

Trai seeker 65 16-48x .£199 

Trai seeker 80 20-60x .£299 

Hummingbird 56 9-27x ED£299 
TrailseeKer 8/10x42 ED.£299 



CANON 



8x25 IS.£259 

10x30 IS II.£439 

12x36 IS III.£659 

15x50 IS.£949 

18x50 IS.£1059 

10x42 LIS.£1299 

10x32IS.£1099 

12x32 IS.£1149 

14x32IS.£1199 



MEADE 


Wilderness 8x25.£59 

Wilderness 10x25..£59 

Wilderness 8x32.£79 

Wilderness 10x32.£79 

Wilderness 8x42.£89 

Wilderness 10x42.£89 

Rainforest Pro 8x32.£129 

Rainforest Pro 10x32.£129 

Rainforest Pro 8x42.£159 

Rainforest Pro 10x42.£159 


J V 


TRIPODS & CASES 

Ace Stay-on-case for Leica Televid 62/77 Angled .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATS/ATM 65/80 .£80 

Ace Stay-on-case for Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95 .£105 

Kenro Carbon Video/Scope Tripod .£219 

KiteArdea Carbon Fibre Tripod With 128RCHead .£359 

Swarovski ATS/STS 65/80 Stay-on-case .£179 

Swarovski ATX/STX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .... £192 

Swarovski BTX 65/85/95 Stay-on-case complete .£245 

Swarovski CCT Tripod .£649 

Swarovski PCT Tripod .£689 

Swarovski CTH Head .£359 


Prices include VAT, are correct at time of going to print & are subject to change without notice • Visit our website for full details & the latest prices 
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aceoptics.co.uk 


16 Green Street. Bath, BA12JZ 

Fax: 01225 469 761 • Email: optics@aceoptics.co.uk 

Open Monday to Saturday, 09:00-17:45hrs - Online 24/7 
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AVIAn 

0VO 


HR-ED 



10x42 

£469 

8x42 

£449 


"A GREAT BINOCULAR 
AT A HARD TO BEAT PRICE"* 

Avian has become known for outstanding value, we buy direct from Japan 
and incorporate all the latest optical upgrades including ED glass (extra 
low dispersion) for the highest contrast and brightest image, in this, our 
flagship model. The EVO has a lightweight, robust, all metal construction 

and is fully waterproof. 


SP 


ULTRALITE 


Centre¬ 

focussing 

waterproof 

binoculars. 



8x42 SPECIAL OFFER! .£49 

10x42 SPECIAL OFFER! .£49 


Weighing in at only 
390g the Ultralite 
8x32 combines 
large binocular 
performance with 
compact binocular 
convenience. 


* 


8x32 


••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


£169 


*Quote from Bird Watching review, May 2018 


ED82 MAGNESIUM 


Magnesium alloy body 
ED multi-coatea optics 
Waterproof & nitrogen filled 



ED82&30X ..CLEARANCE£449 


LITE OPEN BRIDGE Now Back In Stock 

The open bridge design allows a reduction of materials & hence a marked 
weight reduction from more traditional models. High resolution optics 
couple with ergonomic, comfortable design allowing hours of pleasurable 
viewing. Lenses are multi coated, all models are fully waterproof and boast 

a generous field of view. 

*Focusing is satisfyingly precise and quick" 
"The colour feels very natural" 
M "Coped well on murky days" 

Review from Birdwatching 

8x32 8x42 

£189 £199 

10x42 

£219 

LITE COMPACT 

8x28.£189 

10x28.£199 
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VORTEX 

Viper HD 8x42.£499 

Viper HD 10x42.£519 

Viper HD 10x50.£579 

Viper HD 12x50.£589 

Diamondback8x32.£185 

Diamondback8x42.£199 

Diamondback 10x42.... £205 
Diamondback 10x50.... £225 

Solo Monocular 8x25.£47 

Solo Monocular 10x25... £50 

Solo Monocular 8x36.£95 

Solo Monocular 10x36.£105 



Razor HD 50mm Straight or Angled 
with 11 -33x £459 £399 LIMITED STOCK 



Razor HD 85mm Straight or Angled 
with 27-60x£1379 


LEICA 

Noctivid 8x42.£1829 

Noctivid 10x42.£1929 

Ultravid 8x32 HD+...£1469 
Ultravid 10x32 HD+ ...£1499 
Ultravid 7x42 HD+...£1619 
Ultravid 8x42 HD+ ...£1679 
Ultravid 10x42 HD+...£1699 

Ultravid 8x20 BL.£649 

Ultravid 10x25 BL.£689 

Ultravid 8x20 BR_£549 

Ultravid 10x25 BR ........£569 

Trinovid 8x32 HD .......£699 

Trinovid 10x32 HD.......£749 

Trinovid8x42 HD.......£775 

Trinovid 10x42 HD.......£809 

Trinovid 8x20 BCA......£369 

Trinovid 10x25 BCA......£389 

Monovid 8x20 BCA ......£349 

Duovid 8+12x42.£1749 

Duovid 10+15x50 ......£1899 


Avian EyeShields are made of flexible 
rubber & fit most types of binocular. 
They cradle your eyes, cutting out 
ambient light & significantly improve 
your viewing experience. They also 
protect against wind, dust, rain & 
snow and can be folded down when 
not in use. 


Telescope 

£11.50 


Standard J 

£17.50 



Compact 

£17.50 


ITwinpack 

£24.95 




1.8x Converter 25-50x Eyepiece 
£285 £635 



APOTelevid 65mm Straight or Angled 
25-50x Kit £2049 



APOTelevid 82mm straight or Angled 
25-50x Kit £2495 

NEW Ultravid HD-Plus'Customized' 


8x32 

£1799 

10x32 

£1849 

8x42 

£2049 

10x42 

£2099 



K0WA 

601/602 Body.£469 

601/602 &30xW.£698 

601/602 &20-60X.£768 

663M/664M Body.£899 

663M/664M & 30xW.£1099 

663M/664M & 20-60x.£1179 

773/774 Body.£1629 

773/774 &25-60X.£2198 

82SV Body.£689 

883/884 Body.£1999 

Neoprene Stay-on-Case 50x £29 

Stay-on-Case 55x.£109 

Stay-on-Case 60x.£53 

Stay-on-Case 66x.£59 

Stay-on-Case 77x.£69 

Stay-on-Case 82x.£56 

Stay-on-Case 88x.£71 

Luxury Neoprene SoC 553. £159 
Luxury Neoprene SoC 88x. £179 

Digi Adapter iPhone 7.£62 

TS-EX161,6x Extender.£249 

TS-EX16S1,6x Extender.£259 

>._ 


TSN-773 Package 

KOWA OFFER - 
LIMITED STOCK 



• TSN-773 Scope Body 
•C-771 Stay-on-Case 

• TE-11WZ 25-60x Eyepiece 
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South Atlantic Ocean 

Appositely for our support of Hookpod, the BPOTY 
team was struck by John Holmes’ lovely image of a 
Light-mantled Albatross, a quintessential southern 
ocean seabird whose plumage has a wonderfully 
understated elegance. 
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Entering its fifth year, Bird Photographer of the Year 
(BPOTY) continues to grow as a competition, 
broaden its community horizons and expand what it 

does for conservation. 


Here, Paul Sterry explains BPOTYs commitment 
to the environment and its vision for the future 


A 



A s naturalists, photographers 
and conservationists, the 
BPOTY team sees first-hand 
the mounting pressures on 
bird populations around the 
world. If bird photography is going to 
thrive and not become, metaphorically 
speaking, a dying art, we must all do our 
bit to reverse the decline of bird species 
and support conservation efforts. World 
class imagery has the potential to inspire 
people to care, and maybe shame some into 
action. And raising and donating money is 
another tangible way we can help. 

Over the course of BPOTY’s history, it has 
given more than £7,000 to the British Trust 
for Ornithology. But we realise 
environmental problems are global, so this 
year, through the generosity of Wildlife 
Worldwide, a specially created Competition 
Category has enabled a donation of £1,500 
to be made to the British Birdfair’s 
conservation fund. But we have not stopped 
there. Each year, BPOTY will support a 
select number of conservation projects. 

We will help to raise money and do our 
best to promote these causes through media 
and social media outlets, using powerful 
images to convey inspirational ideas and 
highlight problems. 

Hookpod 

The BPOTY team is 
passionate about 
seabirds and in 2019 we are proud to be 
supporting and promoting Hookpod. An 
estimated 320,000 seabirds are reckoned to 
be unintentionally hooked and killed each 
year by fishing activities, of which 100,000 
are albatrosses. Hookpod is an innovative 
solution that has the potential to eliminate 
the unnecessary deaths of albatrosses and 
other seabirds killed as a result of longline 
fishing. To kickstart our support for 
Hookpod, BPOTY has given the project 
£500 and we are inviting further financial 
support for it via the conservation pages of 
our website birdpoty.co.uk 


Visit the BPOTY exhibition marquee 
at Birdfair to meet the team and see 
winning images from the 2019 
competition. This article is illustrated 
with shortlisted images and ones taken 
by the BPOTY team. 

The call for entries for the next 
competition starts on 18 August 2019. 


hookood 


e> 
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Sarus Crane Antigone antigone, 
Rajasthan, India 


World Land Trust 

During the 2020 
competition cycle 
we will be 
supporting the 
work of the World 
Land Trust (WLT). 

Now in its 30th year, WLT is an 
international conservation charity that 
protects the world’s most biologically 
significant and threatened habitats acre by 
acre. Working with partner organisations 
around the world, WLT funds the creation 
of reserves and provides permanent 
protection for habitats and wildlife. WLT’s 
aims are simple: working with local 
individuals and communities they protect 
and sustainably manage natural 
ecosystems globally; they conserve their 
biodiversity, with emphasis on threatened 
habitats and endangered species. 

For the 2020 competition, BPOTY will be 
supporting WLT’s collaboration with their 
long-term Indian partner, the Wildlife Trust 
of India (WTI), with a new project to 
protect critical wetland areas in Uttar 



WORLD 

LAND 

TRUST 


Pradesh State in northern India. These 
wetlands are of key importance for Sarus 
Crane, and BPOTY has donated £500 to 
help kickstart the relationship; we are also 
inviting further financial support via the 
conservation pages of our website 
birdpoty.co.uk 


Saving the 
Bermuda Petrel 





The Cahow (or 
Bermuda Petrel) is 
Bermuda’s national 
bird, and over the 
years this exquisite grey 
Pterodroma has acquired 
almost mythical status, thanks to its 
remarkable story. Thought to be extinct for 
over three centuries, it was rediscovered 
and then brought back from the brink by 
the efforts of a few dedicated people; its 
recovery is one of conservation’s most 
heart-warming success stories. 

Prior to human settlement, sub-fossil 
records indicate that the Cahow was once 
abundant. But from the 1500s onwards, 


exploitation for food, habitat destruction, 
and predation by rats, cats and pigs helped 
extirpate the Cahow from the main islands. 
There were no records after 1620 and the 
species was assumed to be extinct. But after 
a couple of false starts, an expedition in 
1951 (in which David Wingate participated) 
confirmed the species’ survival - on just 
five tiny, rocky islets in Castle Harbour. The 
entire world population that year was 
estimated to be just 17 or 18 pairs, with just 
eight chicks being produced. 

The five breeding islets on which the 
Cahow survived at that time were 
precarious. Vulnerable to rising sea 
levels and hurricane damage, the birds 
also had to contend with White-tailed 
Tropicbirds entering their nest burrows and 
killing the chicks. David Wingate’s 
carefully constructed entrance hole 
‘baffles’ excluded the tropicbirds and his 
ecological restoration of nearby Nonsuch 
Island Nature Reserve (as a potential site 
for natural recolonisation) underpinned 
the next chapter in the story of the 
Cahow’s recovery. 
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But continued erosion of the islets 
meant that drastic measures had to be 
taken. Step forward the Cahow’s current 
guardian angel, Jeremy Madeiros, senior 
terrestrial conservation officer for 
Bermuda’s Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. In 2001, he 
began translocating chicks just prior to 
fledging, from the vulnerable islets to 
artificial burrows on Nonsuch Island. 

The chicks were hand-fed in their new 
homes for a couple of weeks, the idea 
being that they would imprint on the 
burrows from which they fledged. 

The project has been a resounding 


success and, in the 2018, nesting season 
125 pairs were identified. 

BPOTY is working with the Bermuda 
Audubon Society a non-profit charity 
that owns 16 nature reserves in 
Bermuda, restores wetlands and other 
wildlife habitats, and acts as an 
advocate for Bermuda’s natural 
environment. One of their conservation 
projects is the Cahow nest-site 
programme. BPOTY has donated £500 
to kickstart the relationship and we are 
inviting further financial support via 
the conservation pages of our website 
birdpoty.co.uk ^ 


BUY THE BOOK! 

You can order Bird Photographer of the Year 
(BPOTY) Collection 4 for just £20, including 
free P&P to mainland UK addresses, or a combined 
deal of BPOTY collections 3 and 4 for £30 with free 
P&P to UK addresses. 

To order, please send a cheque for the appropriate 
amount, payable to Bauer Media, to: 

Nicki Manning, Bird Watching, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. 

Please include your name and full address. 
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BPOTY - rarest of the 
rare conservation stories 
illustrated 


Birdl 
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With every passing 
year, the BPOTY 
team continues to 
be amazed by both 
the range of talent 
and the number of 
new species that 
are submitted. This 
year we were thrilled to see images of 
threatened and iconic species appearing 
and two in particular depict birds with 
stories to tell about the effect that we, as 
humans, have had and continue to have on 
the environment. Birdlife International, the 
organisation charged with monitoring the 
fate of the world’s bird species, is the source 
of much of the information underpinning 
these tales. 


Gurney’s Pitta - 
lost and found? 

Pittas are a group of stunningly beautiful 
birds associated with tropical Africa and 
Asia and their fate is inextricably linked to 
the forests they inhabit and the 
deforestation that blights them. With no 
confirmed sightings between 1952 and 1985 
the south-east Asian species Gurney’s Pitta 
was presumed extinct. 

Then in 1986, it was rediscovered in 
Thailand and at last there seemed a 
glimmer of hope. Sadly, numbers dwindled 
to just nine known pairs and then, in 
phoenix-like fashion, the species was found 
in neighbouring Myanmar in 2003. But it 
seems that Gurney’s Pitta’s catastrophic 
decline continues there. Let’s hope this 
image helps to galvanise interest in tropical 
forest destruction and serves as more than 
a visual footnote in history. 


Bristle-thighed Curlew - 
going, going, gone? 

Curlew species (genus Numenius ) are 
under threat and in decline and two 
species - Eskimo Curlew and Slender- 
billed Curlew - have almost certainly 
become extinct in our lifetimes; the 
former because of industrial-scale 
hunting in North America, the latter 
owing to habitat loss in Eurasia. 
Although still extant, the Bristle¬ 
thighed Curlew N. tahitiensis remains 
one of the most vulnerable members of 
the group, with a world population of 
around 7,000 birds. It breeds in Alaska 
and flies non-stop to wintering grounds 
on tropical islands in the Pacific. Here 
it is vulnerable to hunting and 
predation, its plight made worse 
because during autumn moult adults 
are flightless. 


Other conservation-related BPOTY images 





r 
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Ruff P hilomachus pugnax, 
Liminka, Finland 


According to Birdlife International, 
the Ruff may be locally common 
but its populations are decreasing 
globally and it is a Red List 
category species. Climate change 
and habitat degradation may 
contribute to the decline, but 
hunting in its African wintering 
grounds may be a factor, too. 


> 
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Puffin Fratercula arctica, Unst, 
Shetland Isles, Scotland 

Marc’s image, entered into the BPOTY 
Creative Imagery category, sends an 
environmental message and conveys 
a sense of the illusory nature of 
abundance. At nesting colonies Puffins 
appear plentiful but in reality the 
species is in decline globally. 


U WORLD CLASS IMAGERY HAS 
THE POTENTIAL TO INSPIRE 
PEOPLE TO CARE, AND MAYBE 
SHAME SOME INTO ACTION. 
DONATING MONEY IS ANOTHER 
TANGIBLE WAY WE CAN HELP 99 


Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri, 
Weddell Sea, Antarctica 

This endearing image speaks to the reliance 
of the chick on its parent, at a time when the 
entire species faces the risk of potential 
extinction. Entirely dependent on frozen 
sea ice for nesting, and shunning land 
altogether, this iconic bird is supremely 
vulnerable to the impact of global warming. 



HQ 
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Here, one man explains how nature and 
birdwatching brought him huge wellbeing benefits 

WORDS: JOE HARKNESS 


T hursday 13 June saw the 

publication of my book. Bird 
Therapy. A book that took me 
four years to finish and that no 
publisher or agent would 
commit to. But a successful crowdfunding 
campaign later and the book is a thing of 
beauty (I believe), extolling the therapeutic 
benefits of the hobby that brought you to 
these pages. For any readers who haven’t 
heard of Bird Therapy, or come across my 
writing before, I’ll start right at the 
beginning of the story. In 2013, my demons 
caught up with me, resulting in an 
almost-catastrophic emotional implosion. 
Addiction, debt, destructive behaviour and 
suicidal ideations had long been the 
undercurrent of my life and, quite simply, 

I got to a point where I had to break in 
order to rebuild. 

Part of that rebuilding process was the 
discovery of a long-suppressed interest in 
nature and more specifically, in 
birdwatching. That discovery became my 
therapy - my Bird Therapy. I write about 
the therapeutic benefits of birdwatching for 
mental health and wellbeing, well, that’s 
the ‘strapline’ at least. The reality is that it’s 
actually a lot more than that, and as my 
interest in birdwatching deepened, so did 
my theoretical forays. 

The story of Bird Therapy is a multi¬ 
faceted one. Swathes of it are my memoir 
(I refer to it as a joyous journal) charting 
a tale of recovery and rediscovery. In this 
sense, the book and my writing are my 
own voyage of reflection and introspection; 
but there are segments of the book when 
other people’s stories take over - in 
deliberately contained contributions and 
shared anecdotes 


Bird 

Therapy 


Foreword by 
CHRIS PACK HAM 
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Joe 

Harkness 


Buzzard awakening 

So, how did it all start? Well, it began as 
a way of reconnecting with who I really 
am, and attempting to find my place in 
the world. I’d always been fascinated by the 
outdoors, and it’s difficult not to be when 
you grow up in rural Norfolk. Early on in 
the book, I describe some of my childhood 
inspirations - those who would plant seeds 
of interest that lay dormant throughout my 
hedonistic and dangerous years. 

That interest was roused from its sleep 
when I saw two Buzzards displaying over 
a Norfolk tree line, shortly after my 
breakdown and subconsciously, I knew 
what they were. Their regal outline had 
been embedded in my mind by my 
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Joe with TV personality and 
wildlife campaigner 
Chris Packham 


Grandad, one of the protagonists of 
my early love for nature. I longed to 
witness such power and majesty again 
and found myself yearning to get 
outside and seek it. 

So, I did just that, and set out 
to gain fresh perspective in a new world 

- a world of birds and birdwatching - 
a world that would give me a platform 
upon which to rebuild my own. A world 
that I thought would be intrinsically 
one-dimensional (see bird/watch bird) 

- yet a world that still surprises me to 
this day. 

New connections 

These initial forays served as the start of 
a new methodology of thought for me. A 
new way of being at one with the world, 
bringing not only a positive mindset with 
it, but new friendships, too, and full 
sensory immersion in new locations and 
avifauna. These connections gave me the 
opportunity to sample a wide range of 
approaches and attitudes towards 
birdwatching. It was all a blank canvas 


and this expedition of immersion became 
the materials needed to paint the most 
descriptive picture I possibly could. 

I began to, somewhat tentatively, 
write a blog, so that I had somewhere 
to document my thoughts about 
how birdwatching was helping me to 
recover. I called it ‘bird therapy’, mainly 
because I thought that ‘birdwatching 
therapy’ sounded rubbish! The whole process 
of blogging was cathartic, in the way that 
I imagine keeping a journal would be. 

I originally started it for my own 
benefit - a secret place to collect my 
thoughts - but it quickly became clear that 
the whole idea of ‘bird therapy’ resonated 
with a lot of other people, too. At this point, 
I branched out onto social media and this 
soon became a powerful base to spread 
the notion further afield. 

In the book, I write about witnessing 
a fall of birds on Blakeney Point and, 
actually, this phenomenal experience was 
the catalyst for writing the book proper. It 
was such a profound moment that I felt I 
had to write a blog about it and one of the 


NATURAL BENEFITS 

Scientific studies have confirmed 
that exposure to and contact with 
the natural world have a beneficial 
effect on mental health. 

One of the most recent, by the 
University of Exeter, the British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO), and 
the University of Queensland, has 
shown that people living in 
environments with “more birds, 
shrubs and trees” are significantly 
less exposed to feelings of 
“depression, anxiety and stress”. 

The study, which surveyed more 
than 270 participants of varied ages, 
incomes, and ethnicities, found that 
the health benefits were the same 
regardless of whether people lived 
in crowded, urbanised environments 
or greener suburban areas. 

Most of the birds seen by the 
people surveyed were common 
species, such as Blackbirds and Blue 
Tits, so it would seem that the 
number of birds seen (and the 
chance to observe them at length) is 
more important than the variety, or 
the relative scarcity of each, where 
mental health is concerned. 

Respondents to the survey 
also reported feeling happiest 
watching birds in the afternoon, so 
you don't necessarily need to start 
at the crack of dawn. 

Researcher Dr Daniel Cox said: 
“Birds around the home, and nature 
in general, show great promise in 
preventative health care, making 
cities healthier, happier places 
to live.” 
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5 WAYS TO 
WELLBEING 

CONNECT 

Connect with the people around you 
- family, friends, colleagues and 
neighbours - and spend time 
developing these relationships. And 
how better than by birding together? 

BE ACTIVE 

You don't have to go to the gym. 

Go cycling, play football, or find any 
activity that involves physical activity. 
Such as... regular birdwatching! 

LEARN 

New skills can give you a sense of 
achievement and a new confidence. 

It doesn’t have to be mastering gull 
ID - it could just be taking a great 
photo of a favourite species, or 
getting birds to use your nestboxes. 

GIVE 

Once you’ve developed your birding 
knowledge even a little, start helping 
other beginner birders. Even a smile, 
or a thank you can help. Or if you 
feel up to it, why not volunteer at 
a local reserve? 

TAKE NOTICE 

Be more aware of the present 
moment, including your thoughts 
and feelings, your body and the world 
around you - “mindfulness”, if you 
like. And it’s a virtuous circle - birding 
demands you do exactly that, and will 
help you do it better. 

For more information, go to: 
nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety- 
depression/improve-mental- 
wellbeing / 


people I was with that day commented 
positively about the words and language. 

I pondered and considered whether, 

I could grow something bigger from all 
these roots; and so, I researched to see if 
it was a topic already covered. It transpired 
that there had been several books 
published on nature and its benefits in 
general, but nothing focused specifically 
on birdwatching. Could Bird Therapy 
really become a book? 

Some of my blogs provided a tidy 
scaffold to start building around and 
specifically, five that I’d written on my 
‘five ways to well-birding’. On my route to 
recovery. I’d read about a concept called 
the ‘five ways to wellbeing’ and 
immediately noted that it correlated 
strongly with my newfound hobby. 


MON THE SUBJECT OF FEELING GROUNDED 
- I WILL ALWAYS FALL BACK TO WHAT I CALL 
MY ‘GARDEN BIRD COMMUNITY’... 99 


These five ‘ways’ are five things that 
you can do to improve your wellbeing, 
namely to: learn, give, be active, connect 
and take notice. This meant that five 
chapters of the book already had their 
foundations laid and as they layered up, 

I found the seedlings of emerging chapters 
growing through the foundations of 
others. The whole process was very 
organic. Other chapters continued to 
form naturally. Take chapter four 
‘A pipit, a woodlark and an evening 
concerto’, for example. 

‘Warbler diaries’ 

I’m lucky enough to live close to an 
extensive tract of heathland, where I can 
bathe in Wood Lark song on warm spring 
days or return on a stuffy summer evening 
to embrace the mechanical whirring of 
Nightjars. It was logical to write about 
these sounds, about birdsong, its impacts 
and what it means to us. 

Some chapters came from suggestions 
and once, during a bout of writer’s block, 
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I turned to social media for inspiration. 
Winter was suggested as a theme and 
soon, a new chapter lurched forward, 
with the grey skies and darkened 
mindsets of that frozen season providing 
the perfect backdrop. 

Another chapter blossomed almost 
immediately, focusing on the season of 
spring. I reveled in reflecting on our 
returning migrants and writing about what 
I called ‘the warbler diaries’ - that 
staggered and orderly trickle of springtime 
singers that return as the temperatures 
begin to climb. I found myself reaching for 
the stringent notebooks I’d been keeping 
since I started birdwatching. 

These notes were the key to unlocking 
the memory of a particular trip or visit; and 
writing about these moments made me 
realise just how in-tune with them I was at 
the time. I felt myself conjuring up a sense 
of how it felt to be there- how the avifauna 
was a part of that feeling - and how that 
transcended into a state of just being. To be 
somewhere, and to feel a part of it, is 


important. It’s important to me and I know 
that having a sense of place is important to 
many other people, too. Finding a place 
that I could escape to when I was 
struggling became a hugely symbolic part 
of what I wanted to put across to people, 
and I wrote about it in length in the book. 

Many of the observations I share come 
from a cluster of local sites that mean a lot 
to me and two entire chapters focus on the 
developing of a relationship with a place. 
The understanding of its birds, 
both common and rare. The understanding 
of seasonal changes and nuances, 
synchronised with nature’s own 
calendar, bringing a great sense of 
grounding and focus. 

Garden bird community 

On the subject of feeling grounded - I will 
always fall back to what I call my ‘garden 
bird community’ and, as I write this, a 
male Blackbird is patrolling our lawn, on 
a sortie for any tasty morsels. I could watch 
these familiar characters for hours - 


actually, I do that anyway. Birds and 
especially those closest to home, are so 
consistent, in a way that people rarely 
are. In the same way as mindfulness 
practice teaches us to anchor to the 
present, I find that my garden bird 
community are my anchor. A glance up 
from the washing-up, and there’s the 
House Sparrow family squabbling over 
the seed feeder again. That’s the beauty 
of birds, birdwatching and of Bird 
Therapy - they’re simple pleasures. 3Q 


TELL US YOUR STORY 

Has birdwatching changed your life 
(or lifestyle) for the better? Perhaps it 
has helped you come to terms with 
emotional problems, or maybe it 
helped you lose weight. 

If you’d be happy to tell other 
readers your story, you can contact us 
on 01733 468 536, or email: 
birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 
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Everybody loves a boat trip. As Ratty said to the Mole in The 
Wind in the Willows, “there is nothing - absolutely nothing - half 
so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats” And 
when that boat is on the River Nile, you know you’re in for a treat 


W e climbed aboard our private 
boat, the perfect size for our 
group of six excited 
birdwatching guests, at the 
jetty near Paraa Safari Lodge in Murchison 
Falls National Park in Uganda. Captain 
Sam steered us away from the hustle and 
bustle to a sheltered bay before killing the 
engine while he gave us our safety 
briefing. We drifted placidly downstream 
with the current while he spoke, passing 
an African Swamphen balanced on a 
floating bed of reeds. It’s hard to 
concentrate on safety features when there’s 
a large blue bird grasping a reed in its 
enormous red foot just a few feet away. 

But that pretty much set the tone for the 
next few hours; our biggest problem was 
knowing where to look next as we enjoyed 
masses of birds, all totally unconcerned by 
our presence on the boat. 

We took our time, motoring slowly 
upstream, and pausing frequently to enjoy 
prolonged views of close birds and 
mammals. The Nile here was already 
enormous, about 200m wide, with the 
strong current carrying lily pads, reed 
islands and even sizeable logs past us at 
a pace. We hugged the edges, avoiding the 


strongest current and keeping closer to the 
wildlife. As we travelled, the riverbank 
habitat changed, each providing a new suite 
of birds and mammals to enjoy. 

Colourful kingfisher 

We passed dense clumps of tall reeds, and 
a sapphire jewel shot from one clump to the 
next, perching on a bendy branch: Malachite 
Kingfisher. A dark rusty-necked heron 
loomed over the reeds staring into the water 
below; large from a distance, it took on 
gargantuan proportions as we approached. 

This was Goliath Heron, living up to its 
name. With a sudden strike, it lunged 
forward and when the heron lifted its head, 
a fish was speared on its impressive bill. 

There were herons of many kinds: Grey, 
Black-headed, Purple, Squacco, Striated, and 
more lurking among the reeds, all fancying 
a fish supper. Where the riverbank flattened 
out to a shallow sandy edge, handsome 
Saddle-billed Storks and scruffy Yellow-billed 
Storks probed for fish, joined by Egrets Little, 
Intermediate and Great. 

Massive Marabou Storks, seriously ugly 
and unfussy in their eating habits, strode 
around on the look-out for anything remotely 
edible. Cormorants, Long-tailed Cormorants 




and African Darters sat on branches and 
washed-up logs, drying out after a busy 
fishing session. White-winged and 
Whiskered Terns swooped over the river, 
diving down to snatch a tasty morsel, while 
numerous Pied Kingfishers hovered with 
furious wingbeats as they watched for a 
glint of fish-scales below the surface. And 
largest of all, a pair of African Fish-Eagles, 
the Voice of Africa, sat on top of a tree and 
preened in the sunshine. 

Elephants and crocodiles 

Hippos floated semi-submerged in the river, 
bursting to the surface with an explosion of 
bubbles. African Buffalo lounged in the 
cooling muddy edges while Oxpeckers 
picked and probed their ears and nostrils for 
insects. African Elephants herded their 
youngsters into the shallows to bathe, 
trunks doubling up as drinking straws and 
portable showers. Warthogs excavated 
wallowing troughs in the soft mud. 

Deceptively docile Nile Crocodiles 
sunbathed sleepily on the sandbanks, 
mouths agape to cool off, revealing sharp 
conical teeth. Everywhere we looked, more 
wildlife showed off. A change of riverbank 
habitat brought us into contact with new 
species. Harder rock and a curve in the river 
had carved out a cliff of sandy stone, 
pockmarked with holes, home to a colony of 
Red-throated Bee-eaters. 
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These aerial acrobats flew to-and-fro, 
clinging precariously to the mouth of their 
nest holes before swooping off in pursuit of 
an insect. Red throats, green backs and 
heads, blue vents and ginger underparts, 
these handsome birds were a riot of colour 
and the African sun made their vivid 
plumage glow. Onwards and upstream we 
continued, until rounding a bend we caught 
our first sight of the mighty Murchison 
Falls. Oh wow! The water suddenly become 
more vigorous, trying to push us back 


downstream, but Captain Sam calmly 
motored into the lee of a large rock and held 
our boat there so we could enjoy the view. 

The air reverberated with the rumble of 
the falls and the spray from the tumbling 
water cooled our faces. The falls themselves 
are narrow, only 7m wide, and this 
constriction as 300 cubic metres of water 
squeezed through every second created a 
living, roaring, growling beast. Fall into the 
water here and you would turn up in Egypt 
90 days later we were told, though, with so 


many cascades, crocodiles. Hippos and 
other hazards along the way, we didn’t want 
to give it a try. And yet specialist birds make 
this their home: Rock Pratincoles. These 
handsome birds, technically waders, but 
with the shape and flying skills of terns, 
live on the exposed rocks amid the fast¬ 
flowing water, launching themselves low 
over the surface to chase insects. 

We shared the rock with a pair of these 
elegantly beautiful birds as they sat in the 
sunshine, totally unfazed by the hurtling 
current surrounding them, while our boat 
lurked in the temporary downstream shelter 
of their rocky home. Photographs duly 
taken, we turned around and floated back 
towards our lodge as the current carried us 
along effortlessly. Cue for Captain Sam to 
open his cool box and reveal a welcome 
surprise: chilled Nile beers to toast our 
wonderful birding experience. A Nile on 
the Nile, how appropriate. Cheers! 


Ruth Miller is one half of The Biggest Twitch team, and 
along with partner Alan Davies, set the then world record 
for most bird species seen in a year - 4,341, in 2008, an 
experience they wrote about in their book, The Biggest 
Twitch. Indeed, Ruth is still the female world record- 
holder! As well as her work as a tour leader, she is the 
author of the Birds, Boots and Butties books, on walking, 
birding and tea-drinking in North Wales, and previously 
worked as the RSPB’s head of trading. She lives in North 
Wales, birdwatchingtrips.co.uk 
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From little acorns big oak trees grow. Swarovski Optik was that little acorn 
and is now a giant in the world of optical manufacture 


O ver 70 years ago Wilhelm 
Swarovski an amateur 
astronomer was 
experimenting with the 
technique the company used 
to grind crystals to produce his first prism, 
which helped him develop a 6 x 30 
binocular. From this acorn the company 
was about to grow. 

In 1949 serial production began in the 
village of Absam, which is nestled in the 
Austrian Alps. 

Swarovski Optik is still a family run 
company, now in its 4th generation. Our 
current CEO, Carina Schiestl-Swarovski is 
the granddaughter of Wilhelm. 

Significant investment has been made 
over the past 70 years and leading up to 


1999 to celebrate our 50 years anniversary 
a new training centre was built and 
improvements made to the factory to herald 
the arrival of the most important moment 
in Swarovski Optik’s history the 
introduction of the EL binocular. 

The most sought after binocular of its 
time. Entering the 21st century further 
investment ensured the factory can 
manufacture product using the latest 
cutting edge technology to produce only the 
very best product. 

An excellent design team works tirelessly 
to bring new innovations to the market 
ensuring that nature lovers can enjoy the 
best optics that are available. 

Most of our designers and engineers start 
on our apprentice scheme and generally 


stay with the company all of their working 
life, ensuring the stability and commitment 
that is needed to keep Swarovski Optik at 
the top of the tree. 

Swarovski Optik has been committed 
to aiding the survival of some of the 
world’s most endangered species, such as 
the Dalmatian Pelican and the Hornbill 
from Thailand. 

Never resting on our laurels Swarovski 
Optik is always striving to achieve the best 
and our EL Field Pro and the Modular 
Telescope are testament to this. 

Whatever is round the corner you can be 
rest assure that it will be new, innovative 
and in demand. 

Swarovski Optik “constantly improving 
what is good” 
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ADVERTORIAL 



Stuart Winter, former Fleet 
Street journalist and tour leader 

On Cape May’s famous hawkwatch platform 
countless birders were watching Rapier-winged 
merlins scything through clouds of dragonflies 
in an awesome display of in-flight feasting, 
capturing insects for vital calories for autumn 
journeys south, binoculars swaying in unison to 
absorb every twist and turn of the sky ballet. One pair stood out 
from the crowd. 

It was September 1999 and a lucky ornithological researcher had one of 
the first Swarovski ELs. Their revolutionary design and comfortable grip 
oozed class. I asked for a quick peek and was gazing through a new 
window into the world of nature. I got my first EL on my return to the UK 
and have never looked back. 

Optical adjectives never quite do justice to what you see through 
binocular lenses. All I can say is that while my middle-age eyes may have 
lost their edge over the years, successive EL models have kept me fully 
focussed on birds with increasingly sharper clarity and brightness than the 
very first pair I envied two decades ago. Eyes might age, Swarovski 
binoculars evolve. 


Pete Morris, 

Deputy Manager, Birdquest 

I started as a tour leader in 1995 and 
realized that my 60mm telescope was 
not up to the job. Disappointment 
turned to excitement when I became the 
proud owner of a new Swarovski AT80 scope 
- the original grey one. This totally 
revolutionised my birding! Suddenly I could use a scope 
at 60x. I now had the best! Having always used Swarovski 
binoculars (beginning with the porro prism Dianas), 

I was now hooked. I now travel the world with my ATX 85, 

a brilliant, durable scope, to withstand continual heavy use, 

backed up by the brilliant Swarovski support, which is 

second to none. On the rare occasions they have been called in 

to play, the optics are always returned looking brand new, 

and in no time at all! Swarovski’s have served me well throughout 

my 150+ tours. Numerous happy clients 

have gone on to buy them and I’ve lost count of how 

many thousands of species I ’ve shown to the Swaros 

over the years!! 




VISIT US AT WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM 


Tim Fallowell, 

Focus Optics 

We have been associated with 
Swarovski Optik for 35 years 
offering for sale high quality 
binoculars and telescopes. During 
that time we have seen Swarovski 
grow into a market leading 
company. Their innovative EL 
binocular design and the ATX modular telescope system have 
changed the shape and concept of top quality optical instruments. 
Their lens coatings have revolutionised image quality and brightness 
and the accessories such as cases, lanyards and photo adapters have 
kept pace with these improvements . All this is supported by a service 
system that has to be experienced to be appreciated for the speed 
and quality it offers. 

We are proud to be associated with Swarovski Optik. 



Tim Appleton, Founder 
and Birdfair Manager 

Birdfair owes a massive thanks to Swarovski 
Optik as they alone recognised the potential 
of holding an event which would benefit 
both the Birdwatching industry and 

Conservation. 
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Thirty-two 
years ago, I sat 
opposite John 
Brinkley, then 
Swarovski’s UK 
Country Manager, and told him of our idea 
of holding a” Birdfair ”. John in his wisdom 
jumped at the idea and Swarovski became 
our first sponsor and have remained loyal 
to the event ever since. 
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Garden observations 

From poorly birds, to ones feeding their young with dog food 


I ’ve been a bit sad this 
month. One of the Great 
Tits has a case of Avian 
Pox, something I’ve not 
seen before, and it’s 
caused me some worry. 
Have you ever seen a bird 
who has it? He was only a 
young one and was looking 
for food around the plant pots 
near the shed. At first, I 
thought he had something 
stuck on him, but on closer 
inspection, I saw that he had 
two lumps the colour of 
uncooked meatballs attached 
to his face and body. 

Great Tits are more 
susceptible to this disease 
than any other garden birds 
and it severely impacts on 
their lives - causing visual 
impairment, and making 
them more vulnerable to 
being caught by a predator. 

The bad news is, infected 
birds are unlikely to recover, 
but the good news is that you 


can help halt the spread of it 
by keeping bird feeders clean. 
I use a disinfectant that is 
safe for animals, but I always 
wear gloves! 

It was only when I saw this 
poor fella that I realised I 
hadn’t told you much about 
the Great Tits in my garden; 
and I’d like to now in the 
hope that we can all 
understand them. 

Naturally, I looked for the 
fluffy facts to give this story 
a happy ending. Imagine my 
shock then at reading a 
report that revealed their 
murderous side. 

Back in January, scientists 
in the Netherlands discovered 
that Great Tits had been 
killing Pied Flycatchers who 
turned up and tried to make 
themselves at home in their 
nests when they were out 
doing their shopping. 

Climate change had its part 
to play. The flycatchers 


migrate from Africa to the 
Netherlands and turn up to 
find the Great Tit has made 
himself at home already and 
is eating all the caterpillars. 
It’s a turf war you don’t 
expect, but something to 
consider when you spot a 
Great Tit in your garden. It is 
proof that they have a keen 
survival instinct, even if it’s 
kind of gruesome... 

In other news. Great Tits 
are great singers - the male 
has around 40 variations of 
the same song to keep it 
fresh for the ladies. Naturally, 
the best singers attract the 
most girls and if he can 
customise his tune for each 
one he’s surely less likely to 
be told that they’ve heard it 
all before? 

They are also very 
enterprising, building their 
nests in the most unlikely of 
places. Some young have 
been raised in a cigarette butt 


bin - a pretty hazardous 
move, but you could see the 
thinking behind it. Great Tits 
have learned to make the 
most of what humans provide 
and enjoy snacking on 
sunflower hearts. They are 
also likely to be gladdened by 
the news that more people are 
reconnecting with their local 
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P Great and Blue Tits 
developed a liking for 
taking the cream off the 
top of milk bottles 


milkman and having milk 
delivered in glass bottles 
rather than buying plastic at 
the supermarket. 

And that’s because in 
1921, residents of Swaythling 
in Hampshire were targeted 
by a gang of Great Tits who 
pierced the foil lids of their 
milk to get to the cream 
below. They kept doing it 
and then they told their 
mates who started thieving, 
too. I know it’s naughty, but 
it’s impressive. 

To stop these birds 
turning to a life of crime, 

I try to make sure I can 
stock enough of their 
favourite food - sunflower 
hearts. Come winter, they 
will eat the equivalent of 
nearly half their body 
weight in seeds, so it’s going 
to get very expensive. 

I spend a lot of time 
researching the best foods to 
feed my garden birds and I’d 
certainly welcome your tips. 
Last week, I watched a 
Blackbird returning back 
and forth to the bird table, 
and I followed her to see 
where she was going. 

Hidden halfway up a tree 
was a podgy baby Blackbird, 


sheltering from the rain. 
Knowing that seeds pose 
a choking hazard to young 
birds, I had a poke about the 
internet and found something 
surprising - Blackbirds are 
partial to dog food. Not dry 
dog food, you understand, but 
meaty, wet, chunky dog food! 

I was a bit cynical about this, 
but decided to give it a try. 

After just half an hour, 

I watched the Blackbird 
make her way to the table 
and take a beakful of the 
stinky stuff. She took a little 
for herself and then 
delivered some to her baby. 

It was so heartwarming! I 
am powerless to help the poor 
Great Tit with the growth on 
his face, but when I see that 
I am having a positive impact 
on the wildlife that chooses to 
call my garden home, I feel 
empowered. It might sound 
grandiose, but we should 
never lose sight of the ability 
we humans have to shape the 
world around us. Even if it’s 
just the space outside our 
back door. H&l 

Source: sciencedaily.com/ 

releases/2019/01/190110141908. 

him 



This is the month when gardeners traditionally get 
busy tidying up their gardens, but to encourage wildlife 
through the winter and into next year, you can take things 
a bit easier. 

Allow vegetation to die back naturally, for starters, as this 
will help provide birds with cover and food during the 
colder months. 

Leave seedheads on plants (especially the likes of 
Teasels, thistles and sunflowers), as these are popular 
with many small birds (especially Goldfinches) 
throughout the autumn and winter. 

If you have fruit trees (including the likes of Crab Apple), 
leave some of the fruit lying on the ground, if you can. 
This will provide food for Blackbirds, Song and Mistle 
Thrushes, and if you’re lucky, Redwings and Fieldfares, 
once they arrive. 

You probably will have to do some weeding, of species 
such as Ground Elder and Bindweed, but try to keep it to 
a minimum - some weeds have attractive flowers and, 
again, many provide important seed food for small birds. 
You can start checking and cleaning out your nestboxes, 
although be careful to make sure that they’re not still in 
use (some species have surprisingly late broods). Clear 
out old nest material, wash them out with hot water and a 
mild detergent, and scrub with a wire brush. 

While you’re at it, take stock of which nestboxes were 
used successfully, and which weren’t. Now’s the time to 
move them around if you think it would help, or to put up 
any new nestboxes - some species start ‘prospecting’ for 
nests before the end of the year. 



Dog food is surprisingly 
popular with Blackbirds 
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Experience unique 
moments of nature. 

ZEISS Summer Savings 



Save up to £250 on selected ZEISS Binoculars 
- limited time only!* 

ZEISS have been developing binoculars for over 125 years, aiming to bring you closer to 
nature than ever before. With ZEISS binoculars, you can experience unique moments of 
nature in brilliant, bright and high contrast detail. 

Don't miss your chance to save up to £250 on a brand new pair of binoculars, with the 
ZEISS Instant Saving Promotion. This offer is valid on selected binoculars in the ZEISS 
VICTORY, CONQUEST and TERRA lines, available through participating dealers only. 

Visit ZEISS at Birdfair in the Optics Tent to try them out! 

*Offer valid 01/08/2019 - 15/09/2019, subject to availability. Exclusions apply. 


For full offer details, terms & conditions visit: 

www.zeiss.ly/bino-promo 
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TEST YOUR SKILLS! 





breeding season are usually 
‘masked’ by buff and brown feather 
tips in fresh plumage (which wear 
off to reveal the underlying hues, by 
the spring). So, don’t expect autumn 
chats to be stunners. They are still 
very attractive birds, nonetheless! 
Here are six to identify. All can be 
encountered in the UK in autumn. 
Just name them, then turn the page 
to check our ‘solutions’. Then, as 
ever, turn once more for a few tips 
on identification for the autumn. 


Bird 3: 
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Th is month it is autumn chats’. Can you 
put a name to all six of these birds? 


I 

through, others simply relocating 
from the breeding grounds, while 
some will just be staying, preparing 
to knuckle down for the winter. 
Owing to the timing of moult 
periods, these small to medium- 
small, thin-billed insect-eaters are 
not looking ‘at their best’ in autumn. 
The bright feathers seen in the 


T is time for a chat. In autumn, 
there are several species of these 
‘small thrushes’ to encounter in 
the UK. Some will be misratins 



CAN YOU NAME THESE 
AUTUMN CHATS? 


Bird 4: 


Bird 1: 
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Answers & solutions 

Compare your answers with our answers and reasoning below. 
How well did you do this month? 



t~hat covers a range 
of small thrush-like 
birds, from ground- 
loving wheatears to 
flycatcher-like birds 



Dark upperparts, 
orange underparts 


White in 

jJ scapular region 




o 



BIRD 1 

Here is a bird nicely shown mostly side on, so there is little to 
hide in terms of diagnostic (or otherwise) features. It has the 
large-headed’, short-tailed, short-winged, perky, almost dumpy 
build of one of the Saxicola chats (ie Whinchat and Stonechat), 
both of which should be around in September. The underparts 
are mainly orange, with a pale throat; the upperparts dark 
and streaked. There is in an indistinct, broad pale supercilium 
(eyebrow ). Wing and tail patterns are crucial in ID. Only 
Stonechat would show the white scapular patch shown here, and 
Whinchat has white at the base of the tail, absent here. Also, that 
supercilium is not clear enough or long enough for a Whinchat. 
This bird is a female-type Stonechat. 

Key features 

■ Small, large-headed chat 

■ Overall dark plumage 

■ Orange onto belly 

■ White in scapular region 



BIRD 2 

Just a glance across the page of mystery birds will show a rather similar 
looking bunch clad in shades of brown. This is the reality of chats in 
autumn: freshly moulted and decked in fresh feathers, all replete with 
buff tips, masking any underlying striking colours (all the better to see 
out the non-breeding months, relatively unnoticed). This bird is no 
exception, but it does have a couple of notable splashes of colour, and 
that colour is orange. Firstly, the breast and belly are orange, and 
secondly, the tail is a striking orange (with darker central feathers). This is 
one of the redstart species (the tail is a giveaway, as is the slim, Robin-like 
shape). But which one? Only (Common) Redstart would show this 
combination of orange underparts and brown upperparts. 

Key features 

■ Robin-like structure 

■ Orange underparts 

■ Rufous-orange tail 

■ Dull upperparts 


BIRD 3 

One repeated theme in these ID Challenges is that with birds of similar 
ilk, there is an inverse relationship between relative head size and overall 
size. In other words, smaller birds appear to have larger heads and larger 
ones have smaller heads. This bird has quite a small-looking head, giving 
it the proportions more of a smaller thrush than, say, a Robin. So, it is a 
biggy, but what else is on show? It is a notably plain (unstreaked) bird, with 
warm brown upperparts and grey-brown underparts. The rump and tail 
look slightly warmer red-brown than the rest of the upperparts. There is 
a pale eye ring, the wings are long and the buff undertail coverts, deep. 
The legs are long and pinkish. This is a (Common) Nightingale, typically 
feeding on the ground (atypically in the open!). 

Key features 

■ Small-headed, almost thrush-like 

■ Plain brown upperparts 

■ Underparts are grey-brown 

■ Tail has a warm tone 
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ID CHALLENGE 
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BIRD 4 

This upright bird has the look of a thrush which has run along the ground 
then come to a halt, for a look around. This ‘thrushy’ look is emphasised 
by the relatively small head, suggesting this is a large chat. Indeed, this in 
itself is a hint that this is a ground-loving chat, which is a potentially useful 
bit of circumstantial evidence. It is a sandy buff colour all over, with 
different shades in different areas. There is a bold pale supercilium above 
the big, beady black eye. The bill is quite strong and pointed and there is 
a hint of darkish in the lores (the area between the bill and eyes). The legs 
are long and blackish. The wings are ‘masked’ with buff fringes, but there 
is a sign of black ‘underlying’ colour here. All these features point to this 
being a Wheatear, in typical fresh autumn garb. 

Key features 

■ Upright bird, 'comfortable' on the ground 

■ Buff plumage throughout 

■ Obvious pale supercilium 

■ Dark wings with pale fringes 


BIRD 5 

This Robin-shaped bird has arguably the most striking facial 
markings of any of the birds featured this month. It is distinctive 
and striking, but perhaps not the most familiar-looking bird. The 
head is dark brown, with a very clear pale buff supercilium 
(‘eyebrow’), a similarly striking, pale submoustachial stripe, with a 
bold black lateral throat stripe between this and the whitish throat. 
The bill is fairly short and fine, and black, with a hint of a yellow 
gape. The belly is pale, contrasting with the streaked breast. The 
breast has a blackish streaked area, above a more buff-infused 
‘brown’ line. This bird is a female-type of first-winter Bluethroat, 
a very scarce autumn migrant mainly to coastal areas. 

Key features 

■ Striking face pattern 

■ Fine bill and thin legs and feet 

■ Dark-streaked breast 

■ Pale belly 



BIRD 6 

Like Bird 5, this dainty, almost tit-like (with its tiny bill) bird is 
shown almost head-on, giving few clues about its upperparts or 
tail (which is concealed by what looks to be a fence or gate). 

The dark legs and feet are also strikingly fine (this appears to be 
an arboreal bird, rather than a ground-lover). Its petite look is 
also emphasised by the relatively large, rounded head 
(following the large head means small bird ‘principle’). It 
appears to be brown above and paler below, tending to white 
on the belly. But the flanks are bright orange. Also there is 
a striking pale eye-ring (but no hint of an eye-stripe or a 
supercilium). The flanks are crucial for this relatively plain little 
bird: this is a Red-flanked Bluetail, a rare autumn visitor. 

Key features 

■ Tiny bill, legs and feet 

■ Plain head with pale eye-ring 

■ White belly 

■ Distinctive yellow-orange flanks 



MY FAVOURITE SITE “I HAVE DIBBLED A FEW TIMES 
AT SKEGNESS, LINCS, FINDING BLUETHROAT, 
REDSTARTS AND WHEATEARS” hike weedon, assistant editor 
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ID CHALLENGE 


ID Tips & tricks 

Here are a few extra tips to help you identify 
autumn chats in the field 



Moult in chats 

We have mentioned this already, but it is worth 
emphasising that autumn chats don’t usually look 
like spring chats (with obvious exceptions such as 
Robins, Nightingales etc). After the post-breeding 
moult, many species have their distinctive 
patterns (which are the most commonly shown 
in fieldguides etc) covered by buff-feather tips. 

As the winter progresses, then the tips of the 
feathers wear off to reveal the brighter colours 
underneath. So, don’t expect striking black and 
pale-blue Wheatears or richly black, grey and 
orange Redstarts. Instead, expect toned down, 
buffer, browner birds. Get used to the autumn 
look of these birds and concentrate on size, shape, 
structure and behaviour. After all, redstarts will 
quiver their tails, no matter how pretty they look! 



Habitat is important in 
chat ID. Wheatears are 
ground birds, Redstarts 
like trees. Stonechat and 
Whinchat perch high on 
bushes, surveying the 
land beneath 


Whinchat vs Stonechat 



Stonechat 

Generally darker 
Belly usually more 
extensively orange 
Subtle or absent pale 
supercilium (eyebrow’) 
No white in tail 
White in scapulars 


Whinchat 


Generally paler 
Belly pale 

Obvious pale supercilium 
(eyebrow) 

White in base of tail 
No white in scapulars 


A Beware of rare wheatears! 

There are six species of wheatear on The British List 
Of course, most wheatears you wilt encounter in 
the autumn will be (Northern) Wheatears. 

But, every wheatear needs to be checked 
carefully, just in case! 


Pied Wheatear 


SNAP IT! 


NEXT MONTH’S 
CHALLENGE 

Woodland flock birds 


Have you taken a great shot of a 
chat? If so, why not share it with 
other readers; send photos to: 
birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk 
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Why not try before you buy? 


We carry one of the largest displays of optical 
instruments in the UK, available for you to test 
and compare in our very own nature reserve. 
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/ Showrooms 

■_A_-______j Open Monday 

\ to Saturday 

> Personal friendly service with \ 9am-5pm / 

over 37 years experience v > / 

> Excellent deals & offers available 

> Try out in our very own Nature Reserve 

> Outdoor clothing by Country Innovation 
Paramo, Ridgeline and Tilley 

> Bird Feed & Feeders by CJ Wildbird, 

Nuttery, Squirrel Buster & own brand birdfood 

> Plenty of Free Parking 

> Repair service offered 
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Focus Optics, Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA 
enquiries@focusopticsltd.co.uk _ 

Tel: 01676 540501 / 542476 
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www.focusopticsltd.co.uk 


Leading specialist in high quality Binoculars, 
Telescopes, Tripods and Outdoor Clothing 





























NEW 




BDUIXD 


INTRODUCING THE STUNNING NEW WIDE ANGLE BINOCULAR 


One of the stand-out optical features of the new BDII-XD series is their enviable large field of view, J 
boasting class leading wide angle performance. Locate your subject rapidly with a wider view of your I 
surroundings and sharpness right in to the corners of the image. With additional features including ^ 

Kowa XD (high grade ED) lenses and close focus down to just 1.3m* The BDII-XD range sets a new ^ 

standard of binocular in its price point Affordable without compromise. | 



WIDE ANGLE 


ISO 14132-2 International Standard 


10 

YEAR 


V 1 


6.5 x 32 
8x32 
10x32 
8x42 
10x42 



Blrdfal 



Video 


Brochure See them first at Birdfiar 



Kowa Optimed Deutschland GmbH | Fichtenstrasse 123, 40233 Dusseldorf | Germany | T: +49 (0) 211-542184-00 | E-mail: scope@kowaoptimed.com | www.kowaoptic.com 
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EXTEND YOUR HORIZONS 


Peregrine 

8x32 • 8x42 • 10x42 


ED Glass • Dielectric Coating • Phase Corrected • Weight 538-61 Og 

from £319 


Joint mom sponsor /I 

Birdfair 


3* 

BirdLife 

I NT NAT | OH Ad. 

PREVENTING EXTINCTIONS 


To find your nearest Viking stockist please visit www.vlkingoptical.CO.uk 

Viking Optical Ltd, Blyth Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8EN • sales@vikingoptical.co.uk • Telephone 01986 875315 






























COLLECT 

&KEEP 

Every month we bring 
you 10 more sites to 



10 GREAT SITES FOR BRILLIANT BIRDWATCHING 



MORE 

SITES 

Fora full list 
of the sites we’ve 
featured, go to 
birdwatching. 
co.uk/gbindex 


CARMEL HEAD 


DOE BANK 


RAINHAM MARSHES 


STANWICK LAKES 


LYDDEN VALLEY 


INVEREWE GARDENS 


. FRESWICK BAY 


SUNK ISLAND 


SHARKHAM POINT 


KEY 


J \ Sites may be best visited by car, or a car may 
be required to get from point to point. 

^ Requires birding to be done on foot. 

_ : ‘ Specified points to visit, but can be done in any order (known as 

°- 1 KEYPOINTS) 

. , p Specified points to visit and are best done in numerical order 

OU \D (known asWAYMARKERS) 

NB: The MILES ON FOOT is the amount of miles you will need to walk and not 
necessarily the amount of miles in the whole route. The Tl ME is how many hours we 
recommend. So, if there are fewer miles per hour, it could be that there is more to see. 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 1 HIGHLAND // #°vv> MILES ON FOOT: 2.5 TIME: 3 


FRESWICK BAY 


Explore this bird-rich but little visited area 


TOPTIP 

Visit early morning 
after strong winds 
for possible 
surprises 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: ND 377 678 
POSTCODE: KW14XX 
HOW TO GET HERE: It is the A99 
that brings you up from the south and 
just look out for the turn to Skirza 
village. From the west use the A836 to 
John O’Groats and then down the 
A99 turning left to the village 
WHERE TO PARK: In the village 
and walk back to the lane down to the 
beach. Locals do park in the lane but it 
is hard not to block it 
TERRAIN: At low tide you can walk 
the beach but also along the sandy 
cliffs before you reach the big house. 
Watch your step along the cliffs as the 
area is well known for its ‘geos’ 
ACCESSIBILITY: Year-round access 
FACILITIES: No birding facilities - 
local shops and pubs at John O’Groats 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Bus route 
from John O’Groats, web: http://bit. 
ly/2Nyt3Nh I trains from Wick, 
web: thetrainline.com/stations/wid 
LOCAL INFO: Web: visitjohnogroats. 
com / visitscotland.com/blog/highlands/ 
john-o-groats/ 

ORGANISATION: The SOC, 
Waterston House, Aberlady, East 
Lothian EH320PY. 

Tel: 01875 871330 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Peter Stronach, 

email : highlandrecorder@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 451, 

OS Landranger 11 &12 




iVocb 


Skirza □ 


Freswick 


Freswick 

H 0 j3 




T his area is rarely 

visited by the hordes 
around John O’Groats, 
but what a miss, with great 
history and scenery. You can 
travel back 4,000 years to the 
Iron Age, with a number of 
brochs (a hollow-walled 
structure) found at either end 
of the beach, while two 
castles’ remains can be found. 

One is from a Norse 
settlement, with the castle 
built about 1140AD by Sweyn 
Asleifsson, a Norse pirate, on 
fearsome cliffs at Bucholie or 
Bucholly, a mile south of 
Freswick House. This later 


became known as Bucholie 
Castle. Freswick House has 
castle remains and even an 
old ice house. The birds are 
not bad either, with a 
constant movement of waders 
heading to the Arctic or back 
again, along with some 
breeding waders as well. 

Flocks of Dunlin, Turnstone 
and Sanderling love this 
beach, while Whimbrel sit in 
the fields behind. Breeding 
Ringed Plover are joined by 
Oystercatchers, while 
Whitethroats use the 
vegetation behind the beach, 
with the odd Wheatear sitting 


on the old concrete tank traps 

Terns feed in the shallows, 
with both Arctic and 
Sandwich there when I 
visited, along with a pair of 
Little Terns nest prospecting. 
The bushes at the big house 
provide shelter for tired 
migrants with Pallas’s and 
Yellow-browed Warblers 
having been spotted along 
with Lesser Whitethroat, 
Siberian Chiffchaff and 
Common Rosefinch. 

A Rose-coloured Starling 




Pier 


Byte Yards 


Ness Head 

Sally Geo 


Sanderling 


KEY POINTS 

I Park in the village and walk the 
coast north looking for migrants 
in the gardens and check the sea 
for movement. 

2 Walk back to the lane down 
to the beach and scan the 
beach for passing waders and 
terns in summer. 

Look around the Freswick 
House and ruins with the 
only bushes found in the area for 


was also found here and 
a Crane in the fields behind, 
but the Sandhill Crane 
(chased down the A9!) may 
well have passed by as well! 
birds are never too far 
with the big colony at 
Duncansby, so look out for 
^ Guillemots, Razorbills, 

1 Puffins and Shags. Kittiwakes 
| breed on the cliffs to the 
f south of the big house. 

5 JOHN MILES 


migrants. The Freswick Burn runs 
in here and it is worth scanning for 
freshwater waders along the burn, 
or even a Grey Wagtail! 

4 Move along to the cliffs, 
where there is a Kittiwake 
colony along with breeding 
Black Guillemots. 


5 Carry on along the cliffs scanning 
the sea with history all around 
you, such as brochs and castles. 
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NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS LTD/ALAMY* 


SITE 2 HIGHLAND //^ MILES ON FOOT: 1.5 TIME: 3 HOURS 


INVEREWE GARDENS 



Subtropical greenery on Scotland’s west 


OTHER WILDLIFE 

The mammal most people 
want to see is the Pine Marten, 
in the gardens and the 
pine wood 


4 


4' 


SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE: IV222LG 
GRID REF: NG 862 818 
HOWTO GETTHERE: Come off 
the A9 via Dingwall onto the A835 
and then onto the A832 following all 
the way to the gardens. The gardens 
are 77 miles from Inverness and 136 
miles from Fort William 
WHERE TO PARK: Car park just off 
the road on the left 
TERRAIN: Walk in the gardens solid 
paths; pine walk is undulated 
FACILITIES: Everything you need is 
in the gardens 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

Limited in this area. 

Web: visitwester-ross.com/ 

travel-information.asp 

LOCAL INFO: Web: nts.org.uk/visit/ 

places/inverewe & northcoastSOO. 

com/see-do/wildlife-nature/ 

ORGANISATION: National Trust 

for Scotland, Hermiston Quay, 

5 Cultins Road, Edinburgh EH114DF. 
Tel: 0131458 0200 
COUNTY RECORDER: 

Highland, Peter Stronach, 
email: highlandrecorder@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 434, 

OS Landranger 19 


I n 1862, Osgood 

Mackenzie began to carve 
out a walled garden on 
the barren, rocky land beside 
Loch Ewe. Mackenzie was the 
son of Sir Francis Mackenzie, 
5th Baronet and 12th laird of 
Gairloch. What he created 
was is an extraordinary 
sub-tropical garden 
surrounded by the glorious 
landscape of Wester Ross. 

Inverewe deserves its 
reputation as one of Scotland’s 
great gardens, with a wide 
variety of exotic plants 
including Himalayan 


Great Northern Diver 


KEY POINTS 

I When in the car park, either 
start your visit to the gardens 
or follow the signs for the Pine 
Wood trail. 



rhododendrons, Tasmanian 
eucalyptus and South African, 
New Zealand and Chilean 
plants. This was left to the 
National Trust for Scotland. 
Mixed into this non-native 
fauna is a mixture of bird 
species such as Song and 
Mistle Thrush, mixed flocks 
of tits (but sadly not Crested 
Tit) and Chaffinch, with 
migrants like Redstart, 

Spotted Flycatcher, Tree Pipit 
and Willow Warbler 
passing through. 

Crossbills were 
calling 
everywhere 

when I was there in 2017. 

Two far-flung rarities 
to have shown up 
include Hoopoe 


4 Once in the main part of the 
garden, you have many exotic 
trees - many with cones so look out 
for Crossbills. 


and American Robin. 

With Loch Ewe on its 
doorstep there is a good 
mixture of water birds. Grey 
Herons are common, with a 
heronry in the gardens where 
you can look into the nests 
and observe their behaviour 
from late February into June. 
There were eight pairs this 
year. It was low tide while I 
was there, so the waders were 
feeding in the seaweed with 
a summer plumaged 
Greenshank and pair of 
Dunlin along with Common 
Sandpiper and Redshank. 

Further out in deeper water 


were Great Northern Divers 
and White-billed Diver was 
seen here in 2011. Both 
Red-throated and Black- 
throated Diver are possible. 
Common Seals are best at low 
tide and Otters are common 
also in the area. 

JOHN MILES 


2 A hide and outdoor seats 
allow you to scan the bay on 
Loch Ewe with low tide ideal for 
waders, herons and seals. 

Walk around the first part 
of the garden checking for 
familiar birds and even the chance 
of exotic birds dropped in. Scan 
the shore again. 


One of the highlights of 
the garden is the heronry 
looking out onto Camas Glas. 
Check the bay for divers at any 
time of the year. 

6 The pine walk is a great way to 
look for Crossbills if you have 
not yet seen them. Also, look out 
for Pine Martens and Red Sguirrels. 






• J Meal 
leathaid. 


r Rocks 


Eich (Dheirg ) 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 3 EAST YORKSHIRE //ft 6Vlo MILES ON FOOT: 7.5 TIME: 4 HOURS 


SUNK ISLAND 


A former sandbank is now a great spot for birding 




OTHERWILDLIFE 

Brown Hares are 


S unk Island started off 
as a sandbank in the 
Humber Estuary and is 
now a small community, 
about one mile north from 
the river mouth. With 
accumulations of 
sediments washed down the 
Humber over the years, the 
sand bank gradually filled in 
and, following the building of 
a flood bank to the front of 
the island, the land began to 
be used for agriculture. 

The open field and dyke 
system of the area often looks 
devoid of birds, but the list is 
very impressive, with Dotterel 
a key species in the spring. 


Hawfinch, Red-backed and 
Great Grey Shrikes, Bee-eater, 
Wood Lark, Firecrest, Snow 
and Lapland Bunting, Golden 
Oriole, Barred and Yellow- 
browed Warblers having 
shown up, to name just a few. 
Great White Egret, Spoonbill, 
Crane and even a colour- 
ringed Black Stork have also 
been found - feedback from 
the co-ordinators of the 
ringing scheme soon proved 
it was ringed at the nest in 
a forest near Bossus-les- 
Rumigny, Ardennes, France, 
on 3 June 2015. 

The Humber itself has an 
autumn movement of skuas, 
with all four species having 
been seen this far inland. 


Marsh Harrier 


along with flocks of Golden 
Plover. The hedgerows and 
dykes act as a magnet for 
small passerines, with 



KEY POINTS 

1 Check the tide at Hawkins Point 
for moving birds on the Humber 
with geese, ducks and waders likely 
to be moving with the tides. 

2 Cover the fields, especially in 
winter and spring, for feeding 
and passage waders. Look out for 
harriers hunting the fields and dykes 
as well as owls and even shrikes. 



Check the pools along the 
flood bank for freshwater-loving 


SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE: HU120DZ 
GRID REF: TA 267191 
HOW TO GET THERE: Take the 
A1033 out of Hull and then onto the 
B1445 for Easington turning off at 
Ottringham for Sunk Island. Using 
these minor roads you can cover many 
large fields and drop to the coast and 
Stone Creek. Although this is only 20 
miles from Hull, please remember this 
is a very slow road with a lot of bends 
so give yourself plenty of time if you 
have just come off a motorway 
WHERE TO PARK: Most of this 
birding is ‘stop and look’ 

TERRAIN: Can be muddy on the 
flood bank. Best to use stout footwear 
ACCESSIBILITY: All year round 
FACILITIES: In Partington 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

East Yorkshire Motor Services, 

252 Anlaby Road, Hull. 

Tel: 01482 592 929. 

Trains to Hull, Traveline, 
tel: 0870 608 2608 
LOCAL GUIDE: 

Web: spurnbirdobservatory.co.uk 
ORGANISATIONS: Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust 1. Tel: 01904 659 570, 
email: info@ywtorg.uk 

CLUB CONTACT: 

Web: rspb.org.uk/groups/hull 
COUNTY RECORDER: Geoff 
Dobbs, email: geoffdobbs@aol.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 292, 

OS Landranger 107 


Birds of prey are a good bet, 
with Rough-legged Buzzard 
a great winter find along with 
roosting Hen and Marsh 
Harriers, with both Pallid and 
Montagu’s seen in the area 
along with Short-eared and 
Long-eared Owl. A large flock 
of dark-bellied Brent Geese 
use the area and have 
included Black Brant, as well 
as White-fronted Geese. 

JOHN MILES 


waders and singing warblers 
in spring. 


4 Scan the Stone Creek for 
interesting ducks and 
also passerines. 


5 Cross the bridge and check 
out the cropping for hunting 
harriers and owls. 


6 High tides will bring plenty of 
waders to Cherry Cobb Sands. 
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SITE 4 WEST MIDLANDS // ^ °'A° miles on foot 2 TIME: 2 hours 




Migrants and breeding birds with panoramic views 


DOE BANK 


T his is a lovely green 
wedge of land on the 
borders of Walsall and 
Birmingham, which is used 
for recreation, but still holds a 
fair amount of farmed land, 
although currently there have 
been plans submitted for 
around 1,500 homes to be 
built on part of the area, 
which will mean a great loss 
of habitat in an area which 
has already seen a sharp 
decline in farmland species 
and is currently one of the 
last strongholds of 
Yellowhammer, Sky Lark 
and Linnet to the north 
of Birmingham. 

A small wood and 
surrounding horse paddocks 


KEY POINTS 

I Park on the small verge by 
Doe Bank Wood (or park 
on the Doe Bank Park, which 
has a locking barrier at night). 
Tawny Owls are sometimes 
present in the wood. Look out for 
Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Goldcrest, 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and 
Jay. The hedgerow along the 
playing fields is good for Bullfinch, 
Long-tailed Tit, Chiffchaff, 
Blackcap and Song Thrush. 


2 Across the road large 
fields hold good numbers 
of breeding Sky Lark, Linnet, 
Yellowhammer, Stock Dove and 
Whitethroat along with numbers 
of House Sparrows and Starlings. 
Kestrels often hunt over the area 
while corvids are well represented. 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: SP 071965 
POSTCODE: B437UE 
HOW TO GET THERE: Located to 
the north of Birmingham city centre 
(8 miles) and to the east of Walsall 
(5 miles), near Streetly, between the 
A4041 Queslett Road and the B4154 
Beacon Road 

WHERE TO PARK: There is a small 
amount of parking at Doe Bank Wood 
and an offroad free car park at Doe 
Bank Park (locked at night) 

TERRAIN: Level and good paths at 
Doe Bank. Slight incline on ascent to 
Barr Beacon. The whole area is fairly 
dry underfoot 

ACCESSIBILITY: The area is 
accessible at all times and popular with 
dog walkers 

FACILITIES: Benches and picnic 
tables around Doe Bank Park and Barr 
Beacon. Plenty of pubs and shops in 
surrounding areas 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

Bus numbers 934 and 997 run 
between Birmingham and Walsall 
stop within a short walking 
distance. Nearest railway station is 
Walsall, web: nationalrail.co.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: Web: 

westmidlandbirdclub.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: Kevin 
Clements, email: west-mids-recorder@ 
westmidlandbirddub.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 220, 

OS Landranger 139 


Crossbill. Winter is quieter 
but both Merlin and Short¬ 
eared Owl have been 
recorded. In line with national 
declines. Corn Bunting, Tree 
Sparrow and Grey Partridge 
no longer breed, so all the 
more reason to protect the 
area for future generations to 
enjoy and explore. 

PETE HACKETT 


TOP TIP 

Overnight rain and 
calm winds drop 
passing migrants 
down 


together with the nearby high 
point of Barr Beacon, which 
attracts passage 
migrants, adds interest 
and gives a good vista 
onwards into Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire. Around 
10 pairs of Sky Larks 
currently nest, along with 
several pairs of 
Yellowhammers and good 
numbers of Linnets, 
augmented in spring with the 
arrival of Chiffchaffs, 
Blackcaps, Whitethroats and 
Willow Warblers. 

Occasionally, Ring Ouzels 
pause for a few days, while 
Wheatears have on occasion 
peaked at more than 20 birds. 
Tree Pipits pass over in spring 


3 The horse paddock bordering 
Bridle Lane is a good spot to 
look for Ring Ouzel, Wheatear, 
Yellow and White Wagtails and 
Meadow Pipits during passage. 
Raven have nested on the pylons 
and Red Kites have been seen. 

4 Cross Bridle Lane where there 
is a small rough track towards 
Barr Beacon. Willow Warblers and 
Garden Warblers can breed here. 
Swallows are well represented. 


5 Follow the track keeping 
the fields on your right. 
Yellowhammers are present along 
hedgerows, while, during autumn 
passage, this is a good spot for 
Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher. 
Listen for passage migrants. 


V- 

7 

f 

Tree Pipit 


but are more prominent in the 
autumn, being joined by 
Spotted Flycatchers and 
Redstarts in favoured 
hedgerows. Pied 
Flycatchers have also been 
recorded on a couple of 
occasions in recent years. 

One or two pairs of Ravens 
and Kestrels nest in the area 
while soaring Buzzard 
numbers often reach double 
figures on a calm 
day. Autumn brings overhead 
passage of Meadow 
Pipits, Chaffinches, Starlings, 
thrushes, redpolls and Siskins 
and maybe the chance of a 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 5 GWYNEDD // £ <*/* miles on foot 4 time: 4 hours 




frn0flsey CoaSTai 
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' Titdrwsl 


M entire? 


daybreak 


CARMEL HEAD 


A stunning coast and a secret valley 


TOP TIP 

If sea watching that extra 
effort is required so 


arrive soon < 


after 


HiB 


R eaching Carmel Head 
at the extreme 
north-west of Anglesey 
requires that extra effort, an 
effort well worthwhile. A 
spectacular stretch of cliffs 
and hidden coves, moulded 
from some of the oldest rocks 
in Wales, a secret valley, 
while two miles offshore is 
The Skerries, with the largest 
Arctic Tern colony in Great 
Britain, also Common Terns 
and Puffins carefully guarded 
each summer by the RSPB. 

Why Carmel? The name in 
Welsh - Pen Bryn-yr-Eglwys 
- translates as Hill or Mount 
of the Church. Perhaps there 
was an early church here, a 
church named after Mount 


KEY POINTS 

I From the parking spot, a choice 
of paths; one inland and more 
direct, the other along the coast 
being my preference, the lure of 
waders at Hen Borth followed by 
Choughs, Ravens and Peregrines 
further on being too much to 
resist, while never overlook the 
Rock Pipits. 


2 Suitably clad and with 

appropriate sustenance, settle 
at a comfortable spot on the 
Head, set up the telescope and, 
with good fortune, and always a 
little patience on such occasions, 
enjoy passing seabirds. Gannets, 
Kittiwakes, Manx Shearwaters, Great 
and Arctic Skuas while later in the 
autumn passages of Guillemots 
and Razorbills not forgetting flocks 


Carmel in northern Israel? 

A church perhaps used by 
miners for copper - 
abandoned shafts almost at 
the cliff edge and a 
chimney testify to an 
industry which probably 
commenced here in 
Roman times. 

This is a perilous coast 
for mariners; the painted 
marker on the West Mouse 
rock being matched by two 
on the Head erected in the 
1860s by the Mersey Docks 
and Harbour Board. Known 
colloquially as the White 
Ladies, they warn of the 
Coal Rock reef, awash at 
low water spring tides. 

What the Head lacks in 


breeding seabirds is amply 
made up by almost daily 
movements throughout the 
summer of Manx Shearwaters, 
birds from colonies as far 
away as Pembrokeshire and 
Northern Ireland engaged on 
feeding forays. Fulmars, 
Guillemots, Razorbills and 
terns will also make their 
mark from colonies on 
Anglesey. Come autumn, large 
numbers of seabirds pass, 
particularly after a good spell 
of north-westerly winds which 
have pushed the travellers 
deep into Liverpool Bay. 

Leach’s Petrel, Arctic and 
Great Skuas, Kittiwakes, 
Guillemots and Razorbills 
should all feature. 

Swallows and martins on 
passage will be followed in 
October and November by 
spectacular movements of 
Starlings and the chance of 
a rare visitor. 

DAVID SAUNDERS 


Carmel Head / 
Trwyn y Gader 

Perth y £ 




PgnyfGFM 


of finches, Sky Larks and also 
Meadow Pipits. 


3 The hinterland for Wheatears 
and the occasional Merlin while 
scarce birds have included Black 
Kite, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 
Dotterel, Snowy Owl, Richards 
and Tawny Pipits, Isabelline 
Wheatearand Lapland Bunting. 


4 Return to your transport and 
drive to the alternative parking 
spot and, from there, to a hidden 
valley with its marshy lagoons and 
looming coniferous woodlands, 
Expect Buzzards and Grey 
Herons, Crossbills, Goldcrests and 
Lesser Redpolls, passage 
Common Sandpipers and 
wintering Woodcock. 


SITE GUIDE 


GRID REF: SH 297 930 
POST CODE: LL654LR 
(for Mynachdy, the nearest dwelling to 
the Head) 

HOWTO GETTHERE: Having 
crossed most of Anglesey on the A55 
(North Wales Expressway) join a short 
section of the A5 for Valley then north 
on the A5025. Just beyond 
Llanfaethlu, take the minor road 
through Rhydwyn. Alternatively, 
continue on the A5025 before 
choosing the minor road through 
Llanfairynghorwy to reach a point near 
the coast 

WHERE TO PARK: At SH 303 915 
near Hen-dy, or the limited space at 
SH 317 927 

TERRAIN: A rugged section of the 
Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path with 
some narrow and steep climbs 
ACCESS: Open at all times, save that 
a section of the Coastal Path south of 
the Head is closed for Pheasant 
shooting between 14 September and 
1 February 

FACILITIES: None on site, so either 
head south for Valley and Holyhead or 
east to reach Amlwch 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Good train 
services to Holyhead and Valley from 
where a bus service Monday to 
Saturdays runs to Amlwch. Traveline 
Cymru 0871200 2233, 
web: travelinecymru.info 
ORGANISATIONS: Cambrian 
Ornithological Society, 
web \ facebook.com/ 
birdwatchingnorthwales/Anglesey 
Bird News on Twitter: 
twitter.com/AngBirdNews 
COUNTY RECORDER: David 
Wright, Graig Eithin, Mynydd 
Bodafon, Llanerchymedd, Anglesey 
LL718BG. Tel: 0797 3568096, 
email: bodafondavid@yahoo.co.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 262, 

OS Landranger 114 


> 
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SITE 6 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE // # #o miles on foot ; 4TIME:3 hours 


STANWICK LAKES 



TOPTIP 

An autumn visit 
after easterly 
winds can pay 
dividends 


A varied country park on a migration flyway 
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A s I’ve mentioned 

before, the quickest 
route from my home to 
the Bird Watching office takes 
me along the Nene Valley, 
from its source near Daventry 
to its emergence onto the Fens 
at Peterborough; and there are 
fine birdwatching spots along 
the way to make the commute 
more enjoyable. 

Stanwick Lakes is one of 
them, although for the best 
results it really needs rather 
more than just a quick 
stop-off, given its size and 
variety of habitats. 

But that’s OK, because there 
are excellent facilities, so you 


KEY POINTS 


can easily spend the best 
part of the day here if the 
fancy takes you. 

It can get busy with 
dog-walkers, families and 
other visitors at weekends 
and bank holidays, especially 
if the weather’s fine, but 
there are always plenty 
of quiet corners you can 
slip away to, and 
consequently, a lot of 
interesting birds to be found. 

In spring and summer, that 
means 10 species of warbler 
(including Cetti’s, 
Grasshopper and Lesser 
Whitethroat), plus Cuckoo, 
lots of Swifts and hirundines. 


and Hobbies attracted to 
feed on them and the 
plentiful dragonflies. 
Peregrines are sometimes 
seen, too. Common Terns 
fish, while Oystercatcher and 
Little Ringed Plover are the 
most likely waders at this 
time of year. 

It’s in autumn and winter 
that it really shines, though, 
with good numbers of 
wildfowl, including Wigeon, 
Pochard, Goosander, 
Goldeneye, Shoveler, Teal, 
Pintail and Shelduck, while 
Lapwings, Golden Plovers, 
Redshanks and Snipe all use 
the lake margins and wet 
grassland. Redwings and 
Fieldfares should be easy to 


SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE NN96GY 
GRID REF: SP 967 715 
HOWTO GETTHERE: The site isjust 
off the A45, between Wellingborough 
and Thrapston - it has its own 
roundabout so you can’t really miss it! 
WHERE TO PARK: There is ample 
on-site parking, with charges varying 
depending on when you visit. Take 
plenty of change, though, as the ticket 
machines only take cash 
TERRAIN: Firm gravel paths, 
although some areas can get a little 
flooded in winter, especially alongside 
I the river 

I ACCESSIBILITY: The site is open 
I 7am-9pm March-September,7am-7pm 
I September-November,and7am-5pm 
I November-February. Visitor and toilet 
I opening times vary within the hours 
detailed above - see website below for 
I further details 

I FACILITIES: There’s an excellent 
I visitor centre for refreshments, etc, 

I and on-site toilets 
I PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest 
railway station is in Wellingborough. 

For bus services to and from the site, 
web: http://bit.ly/2Y9tdyu 
WEBSITE: stanwicklakes.org.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: 

Northamptonshire Bird Club 
-northantsbirdclub.blogspot.com 
COUNTY RECORDER: Mike Alibone, 
email: northantsbirds@ntlworld.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 225, 

OS Landranger 141 & 153 


find, and check for redpolls 
and Siskins, too. 

In the colder months, the 
reedbeds sometimes play host 
to Bitterns passing through, 
and at all times of year, such 
areas can harbour Water Rails, 
although you need to be lucky 
to see rather than hear one. 
MATT MERRITT 


I The car-parks and the area 
around the visitor centre attract 
the expected species - Starlings, 
House Sparrows, Blackbirds and 
Robins, plus Great and Blue Tits. 
Check all the nearby water for 
wildfowl and gulls - in passage 
periods and winter anything can 
turn up. 

2 The ‘Layby Pits’ are home to 
plenty of wildfowl in winter, 
while in the summer they attract 
lots of hirundines and Swifts, 
with Reed and Sedge Warblers 
around the margins. The Alders 
screening the road are a good 


place to look for redpolls and 
Siskins in winter. 


Again Reed and Sedge Warblers 
are expected here, but in winter 
check for Water Rail or even Bittern. 


4 The walk here offers the chance 
of woodland species on one side, 
and migrants following the river on 
the other. There’s even a chance of 
Goosander during colder months. 


5 Hides look across open areas 
which can harbour Lapwing and 
Snipe in winter. Keep an eye open for 
Stonechat, too. 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 7 ESSEX // ^ o /- 0 miles on foot 4 time : 3 hours 

RAINHAM MARSHES 



Birding riches just downstream from the capital 


W hen you live ‘up 
north’ you often 
dream of the sort of 
money spent on reserves 
‘down south’, and here is one 
which has been dramatically 
turned into a ‘wonder’ reserve 
for the people of London and 
Essex. A former military site, 
close to the Thames, it sees 
migration as well as having 
some great habitats, such as 
reedbeds, open water and 
hides you can only dream 
about on the English Solway! 

Added to this is a list of 
birds which most people go 
abroad for! The reserve has 
had Mediterranean birds 


including Bee- 
eaters, Great 
White, Cattle 
and Little Egrets, 

Spoonbill, 

White Stork 
and Firecrest. 

Waders have 
included Pectoral, 

Wood, Marsh and 
Curlew Sandpiper, Spotted 
Redshank, Little and 
Temminck’s Stints, Bar-tailed 
and Black-tailed Godwits, 
Knot, Grey Plover and Jack 
Snipe, to name but a few! 

Breeding birds include a 
wide mix, including Little 
Ringed Plover, Lapwing, 


Lapwing 


Canada Goose and 
also Mallard. 
Both Great and 
Arctic Skuas 
have passed along 
the river and Caspian 
Gull is now a common 
sight. Birds of prey are well 
represented, with local 
Peregrines, Marsh Harriers, 
Kestrels and Sparrowhawks, 
and passing Ospreys. 

Hen Harrier is more of a 
winter visitor, while even a 
Rough-legged Buzzard has 
turned up. Cetti’s Warblers 
can be heard around the 
paths, along with Reed and 
Sedge, in summer. Dragonflies 
and butterflies can keep you 
busy in summer too. 

JOHN MILES 



KEY POINTS 

I The height of the visitor centre 
gives you a great view over the 
marshes. Scan for raptors and gulls. 

2 Walk the path to your right 
listening for reedbed birds and 
willow scrub inhabitants. 

Check the small pools for Water 
Voles and dragonflies. 



Scan the big Aveley Pools from 
the viewing platforms. Many 


SITE GUIDE 

POSTCODE: CO20EU 
GRID REF: TQ 545 794 
HOWTOGET THERE: The 
reserve is located off New Tank Hill 
Road (Al 090) in Purfleet, which is 
just off the A1306 between 
Rainham and Lakeside. This is 
accessible from the Aveley, 
Wennington and Purfleet junction 
off the A13 and J30/31 of the M25 
WHERE TO PARK: Large car park 
near the centre 

TERRAIN: Most paths are hard 
but I found they were badly looked 
after in summer with nettles 
dropping over in many places. 

Not good for shorts! Best to use 
stout footwear 
ACCESSIBILITY: Open 
9.30am-4.30pm from 1 
November-31 January, and 
9.30am-5pm from 1 February to 
31 October. Closed on Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day 
FACILITIES: Toilets and 
refreshments at the visitor centre 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

The Ensignbus 44 bus route which 
runs between Lakeside and Grays, 
stops near the reserve entrance on 
New Tank Hill Road. This bus runs 
every hour and up to 30 minutes 
during peak periods. Nearest 
railway station is Purfleet. 

Purfleet is on the c2c line from 
Fenchurch Street 
LOCAL INFO: RSPB Rainham 
Marshes, New Tank Hill Rd, 

Purfleet, Essex RM191SZ. 

Tel: 01708 899840, 

email: rainham.marshes@rspb.org.uk 

CLUB CONTACT: 

The Essex Birdwatching Society, 
web: ebws.org.uk/ 

COUNTY RECORDER: Mick 
Tracey, tel: 07500 866 335 
MAPS: OS Explorer 174 & 175, 

OS Landranger 177 


gulls come here to loaf along with 
mixed ducks and geese. 

4 Walk onto the massive 
shooting butt hide looking 
out for rare waders dropped in or 
a mixture of local birds. 

5 Carry on around, scanning 
the Thames for movement 
and always look for butterflies and 
dragonflies in summer. 
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MARGARET WELBY/ALAMY* 


SITE 8 KENT // ft MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 3 HOURS 


LYDDEN VALLEY 


An autumn walk close to the coast for passage migrants 



TOP TIP 

Check the 
churchyard 
carefully for 
migrants 




T he village of Worth, 

nestling on the western 
edge of the Lydden 
Valley, is the start and finish 
of this birding walk that 
includes a variety of habitats 
in a largely flat landscape. 

The wide open spaces are 
dominated by weedy 
market garden fields, 
grass leys and arable 
land, peppered with 
patches of scrub, 
hedgerows and one 
or two copses. 

Much of the old 
marshland is 
dissected by 
drainage 


Spotted Flycatcher 


ditches and streams with 
broad margins full of 
herbaceous growth, an ideal 
feeding ground for weary 
migrants and resident 
species alike. The RSPB 
recently purchased a section 
of the valley and is 
developing it as a wetland 
nature reserve. 

Fence lines around the 
route should yield 
passage Yellow Wagtails, 
Whinchats and Wheatears, 
along with flocks of 
Meadow Pipits, Sky 
Larks, Goldfinches 
and Linnets in the 
fields and rank 
marginal growth. 
Where the North 
Stream broadens 
out, there is a 


good chance of Kingfisher, 
Grey Wagtail and Green 
Sandpiper. Raptors such as 
Sparrowhawk, Kestrel and 
Buzzard are at their peak 
numbers in early autumn as 
migrants pass along the 
coastline, while there is 
always the possibility of a 
rarer Honey Buzzard, Osprey 
or Red Kite drifting over. 

A decent range of migrant 
warblers should be 
encountered, along with a 
chance of scarcities, such as 
Redstart, Pied Flycatcher and, 
in autumn. Ring Ouzel. 

Footpaths are well marked 
throughout. For an extension 
towards Sandwich Bay Bird 
Observatory and the coastal 
dunes follow the track over 
the level crossing from The 


SITE GUIDE 

MAP REF: TR 337 562 
POSTCODE: CT140DF 
HOWTO GETTHERE: Take the 
A258 Deal Road from Sandwich to 
Deal. After one mile turn left signposted 
to Worth and site 

WHERE TO PARK: By the church in 
The Street 

TERRAIN: A combination of rough 
tracks, lanes and surfaced footpaths, 
mostly on the level 

ACCESS: Open access on well-marked 
public rights of way throughout 
FACILITIES: There is a shop and a pub, 
the St Crispin Inn in the village 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Stagecoach 
operate a bus service between 
Ramsgate and Sandwich that stops on 
site. South East trains from London stop 
at Ramsgate. Traveline, tel: 0871200 22 
33, web: travelinesoutheast.org.uk 
ORGANISATION: Kent Wildlife Trust, 
Tyland Barn, Sandling, Maidstone, Kent 
MEM 3BD. Tel: 01622 662 012, 
web: kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

CLUB CONTACT: 

Kent Ornithological Secretary, 

Dr Stephen Wood, 4 Jubilee Cottage, 
Throwley, Forstal, Kent ME13 0PJ. 

Tel: 01795 890485, web: kentos.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: Barry Wright, 
6 Hatton Close, Northfleet, Kent DAll 
8SD. Tel: 01474 320918. 

Email: umbrellabirds66@gmail.com 
MAPS: OS Explorer 150, 

OS Landranger 179 


Blue Pigeons bar and hotel 
near the railway crossing. 
PAULTRODD 


WAYMARKERS 

I TFie churchyard and 
surrounding area supports 
flocks of Goldfincfies and a few 
Greenfinchies. Chieck for Spotted 
Flycatchiers on tombstones, 
Goldcrest and Firecrest in the 
Yew trees. Blackcap, Chiffchaff, 
Willow Warbler, Mistle Thrush, 
Treecreeper, tits and Great 
Spotted Woodpecker should also 
be present. 

2 The market garden fields 
attract a variety of farmland 
birds, such as Stock Dove, 
partridges, corvids, Sky Lark, 

Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, 
Linnet, Goldfinch, Yellowhammer, 
Stonechatand Corn Bunting, 
plus passage Turtle Dove, Yellow 
Wagtail, Wheatear, Whinchat 
and Cuckoo. Ploughed fields 
attract corvids, Lapwing, Golden 


Plover, Wheatear and gulls, including 
Mediterranean Gull, while Kestrel 
hunt here. Little and Barn Owls are 
present at dusk. 


3 The watercourses attract 
passage warblers along the 
margins such as Sedge and Reed 
Warblers, Whitethroat and Lesser 
Whitethroat. Curlew, Oystercatcher, 
Golden Plover, Reed Bunting, Cetti’s 
Warbler, Yellow and Grey Wagtails, 
Grey FJeron, Little and Great White 
Egrets, FJobby and Marsh Harrier on 
the open fields. 


4 Another likely area for resident 
farmland birds and passage 
migrants, such as hirundines, larks, 
pipits, wagtails, finches, chats and 
buntings. Scan for raptors such as 
Buzzards and harriers across the 
fields towards Worth. 
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GO BIRDING 


SITE 9 WEST SUSSEX // ft MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 3 HOURS 




Autumn migrants on the edge of the South Downs 


BURPHAM 


Take along food and 
drink - there aren’t 

n aroc Ki i\/ a r»nn 


S ituated to the north-east 
of Arundel, this walk 
centred on the pretty 
village of Burpham 
takes in a range of 
habitats, thus 
ensuring a good 
variety of both 
resident birds and 
passage migrants 
along the way. The 
village churchyard is 
good starting point for 
crests, warblers and 

Corn Bunting 



finch flocks, while House 
Martins nest nearby. 

However, the bulk of the 
walk covers open arable 
farmland on the southern 
slopes, lynchets and 
valleys of the recently 
designated South 
Downs National 
Park. Scan from 
viewpoints 
along the way for 
visible migration 
and scarce 
passage raptors 
such as Honey 


Buzzard, Red Kite and 
Osprey, on the move. 

The area known locally as 
The Burgh is managed with 
wildlife in mind and as a 
result many of the fields are 
surrounded by broad, weedy 
headlands, attracting large 
flocks of finches, typically 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch and 
Linnet, plus Yellowhammer, 
Reed and Corn Buntings. 
Plenty of Sky Lark and 
Meadow Pipit are also 
present on the more open 
fields along with coveys of 
Grey Partridge, Lapwing and 
Golden Plover flocks. 

The walk skirts the Arun 
valley where a variety of 
wetland birds are on offer, 
an area that later in the year 
attracts a small herd of 
Bewick’s Swans. Another 
good spot to scan for 
hirundines and birds of prey. 


such as Hobby. 

A suitable outing to be 
accompanied by a canine 
companion and ideally 
complemented with a visit to 
the nearby Arundel Wildfowl 
and Wetland Trust reserve, or 
the impressive medieval castle 
back towards the town. 
PAULTRODD 


WAYMARKERS 

1 Birds found around the village 
include late breeding House 
Martins and Goldfinch flocks. 
Check the churchyard out for 
Spotted Flycatcher, Blackcap, 
Chiffchaff, Firecrest, Goldcrest, 
Lesser Redpoll, tits, finches and 
thrushes. 

2 Farmland birds present 
include Lapwing, Golden 
Plover, Stock Dove, Grey and 
Red-legged Partridges, Sky 
Lark, Meadow Pipit, Stonechat, 
corvids and gulls, flocks of 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch and 
Linnet, Yellowhammer and Corn 
Bunting. Search for raptors: 
typically Buzzard, Kestrel and 
Sparrowhawk, but also a chance of 
Merlin, Peregrine or Hen Harrier. 

A copse attracts passerine 
flocks that may contain Long¬ 
tailed and Marsh Tits among 


the common tits, plus Goldcrest 
and Treecreeper and the chance 
of a Bullfinch, Goldcrest, Firecrest 
or Blackcap. A good spot for 
passage Ring Ouzel, Wheatear, 
Whinchat and Redstart, and maybe 
a Woodcock disturbed from cover. 
Buzzard and Sparrowhawk both 
hunt this area and Tawny Owl can 
be heard at dusk, when also used by 
roosting birds. 

4 Wetland birds are present in 
the valley, typically Grey Heron, 
Little Egret, Cormorant, Teal, 
Shelduck, Shoveler and Gadwall, 
plus Black-headed, Mediterranean 
and Common Gulls. Grey Wagtail, 
Kingfisher, Water Rail and the 
occasional Snipe, Green and 
Common Sandpipers feed around 
the lakeside margins along with 
Cetti’s, Sedge and Reed Warblers 
in willow scrub, plus Swallows and 
martins over the water. 



SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: TQ 040089 
POSTCODE: BN189RH 
HOW TO GET THERE: From the 
roundabout to the east of Arundel take 
the A27 for half a mile towards Brighton. 
Just past the station, turn left signposted 
to Warningcamp and Burpham for 
3 miles to site 

WHERETO PARK: The Street in the 
centre of Burpham 

TERRAINS variety of footpaths, some 
unsurfaced, muddy and steep but others 
surfaced along narrow lanes 
ACCESS: Year-round access on 
public footpaths 

FACILITIES: None on site apart from 
the highly recommended The George 
pub. Full range of facilities in Arundel 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Stagecoach 
buses operate a limited service from 
Chichester and Brighton to Burpham, 
web: stagecoach.com / Arundel train 
station three miles from site 
ORGANISATION: Visit Arundel, 
web: arundel.org.uk 
CLUB CONTACT: Sussex 
Ornithological Society, Val Bentley, 
Cheysford, London Road, Henfield, West 
Sussex BN59JJ.Tel: 01273494 723. 
Email: secretary@sos.org.uk 
COUNTY RECORDER: David Howey, 
2 Portobello Cottages, South Coast 
Road, Telscombe Cliffs, East Sussex, 
BN107BD.Tel: 01273 300 906, 
email: recorder@sos.org.uk 
MAPS: OS Explorer 121, 

OS Landrangerl97 
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CHRISTINA BOLLEN/ALAMY* 


SITE 10 DEVON// ft 0J0 miles on fooT:5TIME:4HOURS 


SHARKHAM POINT 


Coastal birding, farmland and wetland behind the beach 



OTHER WILDLIFE 

Dolphins, Harbour 
Porpoises and an 
occasional Basking 
Shark may be seen 
along the coast 






T he South Devon 
Coast is an 
excellent site for 
sea birds. Gannets dive 
offshore and Peregrine 
are likely on the 
towering cliffs 
approaching Man Sands. 

The area behind Man Sands 
beach is managed by the 
National Trust. In 1985 
gabions were installed to 
protect the previously-drained 
pasture from the encroaching 
sea, but in 2004 these were 


Gannet 


removed, allowing the sea 
to flow inland and recreating 
wetlands. In subsequent 
years, the protective shingle 
at the back of the beach has 
been breached during storms 
and the habitat here is in a 
state of flux, the ecosystem 
still evolving. Sea water mixes 
with fresh stream water and 


the lagoon is home to a host 
of species. The surrounding 
reed bed is expanding, the 
whole area well-managed for 
wildlife. Elusive Water Rail 
may be spotted here. The 
return trip can be a retrace 
along the cliffs or a 
circular walk through 
farmland. While in the area, 
a visit to Berry Head Reserve 
is a must. Cirl Bunting breed 
here, and the craggy cliffs are 
home to one of the most 
southerly breeding colonies. 


SITE GUIDE 

GRID REF: SX 933 547 
NEARBY POSTCODE: TQ59QW 
HOW TO GET THERE AND 
PARKING: The car park for 
Sharkham Point is marked on the OS 
map and is at the end of St Mary’s 
Road, Brixham, beyond the John 
Fowler Holiday Park (postcode: TQ5 
9QW). At the entrance to the 
holiday park a brown sign directs 
along the road to the rough-surfaced 
car park. The walk starts at the far end 
of the car park 

TERRAIN AND ACCESSIBILITY: 

Always accessible. The coast and field 
paths are very steep in places. If 
following the circular route the old 
green lanes can be muddy and there is 
a little quiet road walking 
FACILITIES: None on the circular 
walk but nearby Berry Head boasts 
the Guardhouse Cafe (TQ5 9AW, 
nearby car park with charges), within 
the old defences of a Napoleonic Fort. 
Dogs welcome in the cafe. Toilets at 
Berry Head 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Brixham 
town is well-served by buses, but not 
right to the coast 

ORGANISATIONS: Devon Wildlife 
Trust Cricklepit Mill, Commercial 
Road, Exeter EX2 4AB. 

Tel: 01392 279244 

COUNTY RECORDER: 

Kevin Rylands, 

email: recorder@devonbirds.org 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL20, ' 

OS Landranger202 


or looneries, of Guillemots in 
the UK, who also overwinter 
here in number. 

SIMONE STAN BROOK-BYRNE 


KEY POINTS 

1 Cascading cliffs contrast 
with scrubland and light 
woodland behind the coast, 
traversed by the South West 
Coast Path. Seabirds include 
Kittiwake, Fulmar, Guillemot, 
Shag, Peregrine and all the 
usual gulls. Along the path listen 
for Sky Lark and the chink of 
Stonechat, and keep an eye 
open for Goldfinch, Kestrel and 
Song Thrush. 

2 The bird hide along the track 
(Woodhuish Lane) behind 
Man Sands gives a view of the 
teeming marsh. Shelduck, Coot 
and Moorhen are likely and other 
possibilities include Tufted Duck, 
Shoveler, Green Sandpiper, 


Ringed Plover, Grey Heron and 
Dunlin. In winter, Snipe, Teal and 
Gadwall may visit 

The farmland walk back to 
the coast follows field paths 
and old green lanes. Chiffchaff 
are here in summer and listen 
for the ‘wheeze’ of Greenfinch. 
Regulars include Dunnock, 
Chaffinch and Blackcap. 

Extend the visit to Berry Head, 
with its hide at the top of the 
cliffs near the visitor centre. All the 
previously mentioned seabirds 
are here and we had good views 
of Whitethroat and Cirl Bunting. 
Swallows and House Martin are 
abundant in summer. 
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cliftoncameras 

The Optical Experts 


PREMIER DEALER 


Common kingfisher (Alcedo at this) 


EL W B Binoculars 


SLC Binoculars 


CL Pocket Binoculars 




Ra/or-sharp clarity 
Close focus 1.5m 
HO Optics 

FREE BIRO GUIDE 
& CLEANING KIT 


8x32 El - f 1520/ 10*32 El - £ 1550 / 0.5x42 El - £1865 
10x42 EL - £1090/ 10*50 EL -£1999/12x50 EL - £2025 




Swarobright & 
Swarudean 
Coatings 


Multipurpose 

Uses 


8x42 £1225/ 10x42 £1289 

8x56 L 1510 / 10x56 f 1 549 / 15x56 £ 1599 



6x25 CL f 525 / 10x25 CL £569 


Habicht Binoculars 

Lightweight 
armored design 

Bright images in 
poor light 

Nitnpgen filled 

8x30 W £695 / 7x42 W i 649 
10x40 W £785/ 7x42 GA £810/10x40GA £865 




EL Rangefinder Binoculars 




Measures distances 
up to 1500 yds 

Accuracy of 1yd 

In under 1 sec 
In-View LCD Display 


8x42 WB C2275 / 10x42 W8 £2349 
8x42 O- Range £22 75 / 10x42 O-Range £2349 


ATS HD / STS HD Scopes 



ATS/STS 65 HD & 20 60x / M 524 or with 25’5G*W 11604 
ATS/STS SO HD & 20-60* / E 20OB or with 25-50*W L20M 


CL Companion Binoculars - The Freedom to Experience More 


NEW 2017 Model I Improved Optics | Increased Transmission | Lightweight 


2 colours available! 
Green or Anthracite 


You'll never milt out with the new CL Companion. 

These elegant binoculars with impressive optics fit perfectly in your hand. 
They are always with you to ensure you make The most of every sighting. 


3 Kits available: 

Wild Nature, Urban Jungle, or 
Northern Lights 

8x30 Kits from £839 110x30 Kits from £855 






ATX / STX Modular Scopes 


Choose your ideal Combination 
Revolutionising Birding 

The New Generation of scopes, compact, 
versatile and optically stunning 

FREE BIRO GUIDE 
& CLEANING KIT 



25-68x65 Objective module - Kit Price LZ269 or a 
25 68x85 Objective module • Kit Price £2755 Or a 
3t>70x95 Objective module ■ Kit Price £ 3840 



BTX Eyepiece Module & Scope Kits 


The visual power of both eyes a revolutionary viewing experience 



The benefits of binoculars and 
spotting scopes are combined In 
the BTX eyepiece module. 


FREE BIRO GUIDE 
& CLEANING KIT 


BTX 30x65 Kit ( 2569 


BTX 30x85 Kit £3055 


BTX 35x95 Kit £3340 


Tripods & Heads 

Enhance your viewing experience 
with tripods St tripod heads 
from SWAROVSKI OPTIK. 


Pro Carbon Tripod £739 
Compact Carbon Tripod £697 
Professional Tripod Head £445 
Compact Tripod Head £374 



ME l,7x Magnification 
Extender 

Designed (or the ATX/STX/BT* 

The ME 1 7**n^idftcatk*i extender 
inert jw) I he m-acrahtJiion- lay a 

factor oil? 

Our Price: £259 



Swarovski VPA 

Variable Phone Adapter 

Allows you toe ortrreti your smart phone 
with a range of Swarovski 
ATX/5TX/ATS. ,, STS/AT & 5TM scope*. 
You will be aiilc U>um tMi adaplDr 
for 1 05 nr Andrlod devices, 

Our Price; £132 

Requires Ml adapter ring 



Swarovski Accessories 

A range of ideal accessor ies 
for your scope or binocular 

Scope Stay on C ases fn urn E17 9 
BSP Bind Suspender Pro f 3JT 
F5SP Floating Shoulder Strap Pro £50 
$|iig Guard EL 04 

BR Balance Rail tt57 



Buy Now Pay Later and Interest Free are finance products provided by VI 2 Retail Finance, 
Any advertised finance products are always subject to age. Status and terms & tonditfons. 
For full details of our retail finance options visit wwwxfiftoncameras.co.uk/financel 


Often Camera* Ud is registered In England £ Wales 5859660. Registered Office; 28 parsonage Strict, Dursby. 
Gill 4AA. Clifton Camera* Ltd acts as a cmdit broket .sod only offers credit products from Secure Trust Bank PLC 
tracing as V12 Retail finance. Clifton Cameras Ltd is authorised and regulated hy the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Our registration number is 6443-6. Credit providwl subject to age *md status. 


www.cl iftoncameras.co.u k 


ESOE Prices correct at time of print but are subject to change 


28 Parsonage Street 
Dursley 

Gloucestershire 
GL114AA 


Tel. 01453 548128 

Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Email: sales@cliftoncamerasxo.uk 










Noctivid Binoculars 

The absolute 
pinnacle of 
quality. 

Bright and 
brilliant image 

8x42■£1799/10x42 £1898 



Uitravid HD Plus 

8*32 £1479/ 10x32 £1648 
8x42 £ 1648/ 10x42 £ 1648 
10x50 £1729/ 12x50 £1775 


Trinovid HD 

Binoculars 


Outstanding 
update to the 
CLissk Trinovid Range 



8x32 £679/ 10x32 £749 
S*42*£ 775/ 10*42 £790 


Uitravid BR 

Compact Binoculars 


Lightweight 
waterproof 
& Optically 
Stunning 



8x20 -£495/ 10x25 £569 


Trinovid BCA 

Compact Binoculars 

Lightweight, 
pocket sue 
binoculars 
& great value 
for rnoney 

8x20 -£349/ 10x25 -£368 






Victory SF Binoculars 


Experience every 
spectacle 
nature has to 
offer thanks to 
brilliant optics 


0x42 SF £1999/ 10x42 SF £1999 


Conquest HD 



Binoculars 

I mproved detail 
recognition due to 
higher magnificMLo 
E xcellent for 
birdwatching & 
nature. 


8x32 HO £749/ 10x32 HD £799 
8x42 HD £949/ 10x42 HD £949 


Terra ED Binoculars 

These outdoor 
binoculars are a 
reliable companion 
even under extreme 
conditions 


8x25 £264 / 10x25 £289 /8x32 £349 
10x32 £389 /8x42 £389/ 10x42 £428 


Victory Pocket 

Binoculars 

idea! for situations 
where you need a 
maximum overview. 

The near focus 
range ensures you 
can enjoy details 
close by 

8x25 £599 / 10x25 £629 


Conquest Gavia 

30-60x85 Spotting Scope 

Specially developed fo rtieet 



Our Price £1499 




Q -HAWKE 



Hawke 


Frontier ED X 

Binoculars 

Producing stunning 
colour retention, 
crisp definition and 
excellent light 
transmission 



NEW Frontier HD X 


Binoculars 

Excellent cofour 
retention, clear 
definition and 
superb transmission 
of light 



8x32: £349 / 10x32: £359 8x32 HO £239 / 10x32 HO £249 

8x42: £369/ 10x42: £379 0x42 HD £269/ 10x42 HO £279 


Endurance ED 

Binoculars 

Fully multi-coated 
for optimum 
clarity and sharp 
images 

8x32 £179 / 10x32 £189 
8x42 £209/10x42 £219 



Nature-Trek 

20-60x80 Spotting Scope 


Fully inulfr coated optics to 
produce sharp Images with 
BAtt-i pcirm prbrro. for interns 1 
CcXpUr and ton Erast 
with 3.5m close focus 



Our Price £229 



Endurance ED 

20-60x85 Spotting Scope 

Extra-low dispersion glass for 
optimum darlty with Dtetectrk coatings 
designed Id increase lig ht reflectivity 


Our Price £649 


Nikon 



Nikon 


Monarch HG 


Binoculars 

Outstanding clarity 
and a wide held of 
view. Whether 
yotire birdwafchirrg 
of tracking wild 
animals 


ii 


8x30: £799/ 10x30: £849 
8x42: £799/ 10x42: £849 


Monarch 5 

Binoculars 

Made for intense uu> 
even under difficult 
light tonditiom 

Monarch 5 LrtnOtuUr S 
deliver what serioiis 
iidlulv ludk fof. 

8x42 £269/ 10x42 £269 



Monarch 7 

Binoculars 


Fantastic optics, 
amnimg vaJue tw 
money . The 8x30 is 
compart, super bright and 
win suil anyone who is an avid 
nature watcher 


0 


8x30 - £269 / 10x30- £299 
8x42 £399/ 10x42 -£429 


Prostaff 7s Binoculars 


Succeeds In delivering 
sharp Images of 
stunning quality. 
Waterproof and 
fog-free 


r <ng 

WJ 


8x30 £149/10x30 £179 
8x42 £179/ 10x42 -El99 


Travelite EX 

Binoculars 


Succeeds in delivering 
sharp images df 
stunning quality 
Waterproof and 
fog-free 




8x25 £109/ 9x25 -Cl19 
10x25 -£129/ 12x25 £139 


Kowa, 


■ -jH 



■-^xT 


Kowa 


KOWA SV Roof Prism 
Binoculars 

A great value 
binocular ideal for 
bird watching and 
nature viewing 

8x25: £05/10*25; £92 
8*32: £199/ 10*32: £209 
8*42: £215/ 10*42: £225 



KOWA BD-XD 

DCF Binoculars 


Benefit from Kowa i 
legendary XD 
lertses rich with 
fine detail, contrast 
and sharpness 




8x32: £339/ 10x32: £359 
8x42: £445/ 10x42: £445 


KOWA GEN ESIS 

Binoculars 

incorporates Kowa's 
PROMINAR 
Jenses - the 
pinnacle nf IjinocuLif 
performance 

8*22: £619/10*22: £619 
8*33: £879/10*33: £929 
8.5*44: £1049/ 10,5*44: £1129 



KOWA TSN 500-550 

Travel Scopes 




KOWA TSN-883 

Special Offer Kit 


Includes 2$ 60 h loom eyepiece 
and Stay on Case 


TSN 501: £269 / TSN 502: £269 OUR PRICE: £2299 

TSN 553: £1549 /TSN 554■ £1549 INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


o toticro n 



Opticron 


DBAVHD+ 


Traveller BGA ED 


Countryman BGA HD+ 


Explorer WA ED 





Brighter with bet ter 
resolution in a 
similarity compact 
package 


8x42: £579/ 10*42: £589 


‘Smaller, lighlc*. brighter 
sharper* - breaking new 
i^nund ft* 32mm field 
tHTiaculars aimed 
-it the prrllitiviasl 
and serious user. 


8x32: £309 '10x32: £319 


Ottering improved light 
tj-ansmi&6fon id give 
except Iona I viewing 
performance In a 
Ngfilweigfil rugged 
body 


8x42: £359/ 10x42: £369 


8x42: E219 / 10x42: £229 


Oasis-C+ ~ 


Impimed light transmission 
with an unbeatable 
combi nation Df 
specification, quality 
jsndertonomlcs. 


An Ideal tiwkt 


MM4 60ED (ffh 

Traveller Bundle Kit wrapf 

Ophcron MMfl 60ED 
with I tPFT loom 
eyepiece, Stay on 
Cane. Carbon 
Traveller tripod 
with PH 157 Panhead 

Straight: £ 799 / Angled; £799 



Special offers on selected optics from August 1st through until 

'(7]';§| 1 j 

\ | 

31st August 2019 

Call us today Id find out what offers are availabl 

i, ( 



















PHOTOGRAPHERS& 
NATURE WATCHERS TRUST 
WIIKIHSON CAMERAS. 



Richard Adams 

Digital Splash Awards 
Animal and wildlife 
Winner 2018 


For more information 
on our Digital Splash 
Awards visit: 

www.digitalsplash.tv 


(0 

DSA 
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EPSON 


BUlingham BtlSHI Cdlltitl Geeusmeir EPSON FUJIFILM 

^jpwepro W Man r rot to MinaSlifT MINOX Nikon OLYMPUS 



® -HAWKE 


Lumix 


Sanlisk swmcnskj SIGMA ?TEjNWM SONY TAMHON 
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Vclbon 



AND MORE 


Wilkinson 

Cameras 

www.wilkinson.co.uk 


NEW 

LIVERPOOL 

STORE 

Bold Street 
LI 4DS 


GOOD QUALITY OPTICS BOUGHT FOR CASH, PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME AND FLEXIBLE FINANCE 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE. 


■1 frsl 

you mm 

El □ m 

m (3 


WilkinsonCameras Wilkicameras wilkinsoncameras Wilkicameras +wilkinsoncameras 


01772 252188 

sales@wilkinson.co.uk 


VISIT OUR STORES LOCATED AT: BURNLEY | BURY | CARLISLE | KENDAL | LANCASTER | LIVERPOOL | PRESTON | SOUTHPORT | WARRINGTON 
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ON THE 


DOMINIC 

COUZENS 


After a relatively easy start,; 
life for young Tawny Owls 
gets a lot trickier, once their 
parents decide they’re no 
longer going to care for them 


F or young Tawny Owls, 

midsummer nights are a 
dream. They fledge and leave 
the nest in June to begin a 
period of long and blissful 
dependence upon their parents. Each 
night, when darkness falls, they sit out 
on a perch in the crown of a tree, and 
fill the warm air with squeaky calls, 
sounding a little like an awkward kiss. 

Every so often a parent will pitch up 
and present the Tawny Owl equivalent 
of a Big Mac, one of their favourites, 
a Bank Vole or a Wood Mouse. They 
swallow it, digest it and, as soon as 
their hunger returns, they start 
begging again, incessantly. 






WHERE TO SEE THEM 

This nocturnal bird can be heard calling at 
night and may be seen in the daytime if 
inadvertently disturbed from its woodland 
roost. Pellets can be seen below roosting 
places, such as up against a tree trunk or 
among Ivy. 




The onset of winter can spell 
starvation for Tawny Owls 
without territories 


MA 

*»! 


i 


And so rodent body count swells as the 
summer simmers on. 

On good nights, when the food is easy 
and the Deliver-whoos are frequent, the 
owlets must think that the course of their 
life is set. As long as they can keep away 


SPECIES FACTFILE 

TAWNY OWL 

Scientific name; Strixaiuca 
Length: 37-39cm 
Wingspan: 94-104cra 

UK numbers: SO,000 

breeding pairs 

Habitat: Wood iand 

Diet: Mammals, rodents, 
birds, frogs, fish, worms 
and insects 


from predators, they must feel as though 
their comfort will never end. 

But it does - brutally. One day, the 
feeding stops altogether. It is a shock 
because of the Tawny Owl’s remarkably 
protracted parental care. The owlets are fed 
outside the nest for anywhere between two 
and a half and three months, which is long 
enough for a Blackbird, for example, to 
bring up two complete broods. As the 
nights get longer and cooler, the owlets are 
very suddenly frozen out. Not only are they 
not fed, they are not welcome either. 

They plunge into crisis. 

Hungry and alone 

For an average of 18 days, they go into what 
could be interpreted as a teenage strop, 
roosting in their parents’ territory. Who can 
blame them? They are hungry and 
suddenly alone. They live briefly in the 
hope that provisioning will start again, but 
soon the parents won’t tolerate their 


presence at all. Very quickly, they leave 
their natal territory for good. Beyond this 
threshold, the country is all hostile. 

Even their prey becomes part of the 
problem. A mouse or vole might be fast 
food when brought by a parent, but rodents 
are animate beings with their own sense of 
self-protection, not ready to give themselves 
up. The very length of parental care in 
Tawny Owls is a direct reflection of the 
difficulty of catching uncooperative prey. 
Adult Tawny Owls are experts at catching 
food, in multiple situations, and they can 
turn their hand to snaring everything from 
roosting birds to hunting bats. Learner 
Tawnies are amateurs, with no experience 
to call on in difficult times. Some locations 
carry higher densities of rodents than 
others, but juvenile Tawny Owls can only 
find this out by trial and error. 

The intransigence of tricky prey is far 
from their stickiest problem, however. The 
biggest issue the homeless owlets face is 
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MTHEY PLUNGE INTO CRISIS. FOR AN AVERAGE 
OF 18 DAYS, THEY GO INTO WHAT COULD BE 
INTERPRETED AS A TEENAGE STROP 99 


where to look for food in the first place. 
When you are a Tawny Owl seeking a 
territory, the gardens and woodlands of 
Britain are plastered with ‘No Vacancies’ 
signs. Tawny Owls, as a species, are 
exceptionally sedentary - so much so that a 
single individual or pair may remain in 
exactly the same territory, with exactly the 
same boundaries, for its entire life. 

While the average lifespan is around five 
years, many individuals obviously live 
much longer, with 18 being recorded in the 
wild. And that means that once a territory 
is occupied, it might not become available 
for some considerable time. Once it does, 
the inheriting individual or pair tend to 
stick to the original boundaries of the 
previous owners, down to the last detail 


- as if Tawny Owl territories had deeds. 

And when a territory is occupied, it is a sad 
fact that the residents are invariably 
intolerant of intrusion. 

Contagious hoots 

Much as a young Tawny Owl might be 
desperate and in need of a small corner 
where it might catch a meagre meal to keep 
alive, the owners have zero sympathy. 

Their own territorial ownership equates to 
their personal survival; accepting a tenant 
could be fatal in the long run. 

The strife of young Tawny Owls resounds 
in the night sky from August through to 
December. It is the main hooting season, 
when borders are most likely to be 


challenged, and the best time for a 
birdwatcher to enjoy the fabulous, 
quavering hoot of an incumbent male. 

Hooting is contagious; if a male hoots, it 
sets off a chain reaction of hoots in the 
neighbourhood, something that often 
happens shortly after sunset. Sometimes, 
though, you hear a great deal more than 
just hooting. Both male and female have 
sharp ‘ke-wick’ calls, and on occasion you 
will witness a disturbance, where voices 
are raised and there may even be some 
caterwauling. These are intrusions. Under 
the cloak of darkness, life and death issues 
are sorted. Physical attacks are common, 
and frequently both sexes fight together to 
protect their territories. 

By the end of the autumn, the cold reality 
is that, if a young Tawny Owl cannot find a 
vacant territory, it will starve. And most do. 

Nevertheless, the situation isn’t 
completely bleak. In owl society, birds 
do lose their mates, which brings 
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TAWNY OWL SPECIES 


A Tawny Owl indulging in a 
rare daytime flight 




opportunities for the new blood - 21% of 
adults die in a year. There is no grieving, 
and replacements are welcome. The Tawny 
Owl is one of the few birds in which 
researchers have measured how quickly an 
individual is replaced when it dies. In one 
case, a new pair had been formed within 
two days of a death, and if you think that’s 
a bit perfunctory, then, in five out of eight 
situations, it happened within two weeks! 

Almost invariably, a territory-owner that 
has lost its mate will have a new partner 
before the next breeding season. In a sense, 
you might say that the territory is king. It is 
the precious resource, and the mate is 
somewhat expendable! 

Finding territories 

Nevertheless, this does mean that, after 
many stressful weeks on the brink of 
starvation, with no clear future, some owls 
suddenly hit the jackpot, finding a territory 
and a mate at the same time, securing not 
just a chance of survival but a chance to 
breed, too. And this isn’t unusual. 

Other birds fortunate enough to find 


a territory may do so as a singleton. In that 
event they are likely to pair up early the 
following spring, after bouts of spring 
hooting. Once paired. Tawny Owls remain 
together until one dies, and their pair¬ 
bonds are strong. There are negligible 
sexual shenanigans among Tawny Owls, 
although the occasional male might 
become bigamous. After a fraught autumn, 
though. Tawny Owl life settles down by the 
turn of the year. By now, all the previous 
breeding season’s fledglings are the proud 
owners of territories, or dead. The winter 
rids the ground of excess vegetation, 
leaving less to cover up Tawny Owl prey. 
Nights are longer, so potentially leaving 
more time for hunting. 

By the next spring, if an owlet has 
survived, it will have enjoyed months of 
feeding and practising hunting in its new 
territory. It is unlikely to breed as a 
yearling. Instead, it can ride out the weeks 
and months in a degree of comfort. It is a 
far cry from the days when all its needs 
were provided for, but this time, if all goes 
well, its ‘salad nights’ will last. 
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london 

camera 

exchange 


-N 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL 

LCE FOR ALL 

OF OUR LATEST 

CAMERA OFFERS 
___ ) 


SWAROVSK1 



CL Pocket 

Binoculars that are always with you and are 
a part of everything that you do, no matter 
what you’re doing, are practical. Binoculars 
that promise absolutely unrestricted viewing 
comfort are wonderful. But compact binoculars 
that also offer outstanding optical quality are 
simply brilliant. Just as brilliant as the new CL 
Pocket binoculars: 100% binoculars. 


CL Pocket 8x25 B 

£ 525.00 

CL Pocket 10x25 B 

£ 569.00 


Nikon 



PROSTAFF 35 


Extremely compact and lightweight, PROSTAFF 
3S binoculars are ideal for casual outdoor 
activities. The slim body and comfortable grip 
ensure easy handling. Being waterproof and 
fog-free makes them suitable for all kinds of 
weather. Images are sharp and bright due to the 
multilayer-coated lenses and high-reflectivity 
prism coating. 


Prostaff 3s 8x42 

£ 139.00 


Prostaff 3s 10x42 

£ 149.00 


jfl Eft 


principal sponsor of 



We are proud to be an official 
sponsor and the approved retailer 
at the inaugural London Wildlife 
Festival. Organised by the London 
Wildlife Trust and Walthamstow 
Wetlands centre the festival with be 
a celebration of nature in an urban 
environment. 

Held over the weekend of 10th and 
11th August 2019 the festival will 
feature talks/walks/events/food 
and music. 

We will have a range of cameras, 
lenses and binoculars to try and 
buy over the weekend all at special 
show only prices. 

Events and activities 



MONARCH 5 


Made for intense use even under difficult light 
conditions, MONARCH 5 8x42 binoculars deliver 
what serious hunters and nature watchers look 
for: sharp bright images, a rugged design and 
high-comfort handling. MONARCH 5 binoculars 
are made for demanding conditions. They are 
waterproof, fog-proof, and the rubber armor 
provides a secure, comfortable grip. 


Monarch 5 8x42 

£ 269.00 

Monarch 5 10x42 

£ 279.00 



MONARCH 7 


Comfort is king! Nikon’s new MONARCH 
7 binoculars suit all outdoor activities from 
hunting expeditions to nature walks. The 
sophisticated all-new compact design weighs 
less than 500 g, making the MONARCH 7 the 
lightest in its class of high performance bin¬ 
oculars. Equally impressive are the superior 
optics and wide field of view. 


Monarch 7 8x30 

£ 279.00 

Monarch 7 10x30 

£ 299.00 


Art, music and 
literature 


Lively talks and 
debates 

Exhibitor stands 

w 

WALTHAMSTOW 

WETLANDS 

visit 

www.londonwildlifefest.com 

for more information and tickets 


All listed branches stock an extended range of optical products and endeavor to keep a selection of these recommended items in stock. Please call before making a journey. 



PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

Upgrading - we want your old cameras and photographic equipment! 

• EXPERIENCED KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF 

• TOP PRICES PAID * FILM OR DIGITAL EQUIPMENT CONSIDERED 

• QUALITY EQUIPMENT BOUGHT OUTRIGHT! 

Ask us today and see how much your old equipment is worth - it may be worth more than you think! 









































SEARCH OUR USED EQUIPMENT AT: 

www. LCEgroup.co.uk □ n© 

HUGE RANGE AVAILABLE TO SEARCH TODAY! 




Every lens is fully multi-coated on both sides to ensure a bright, high resolution image 
that offers great light transmission and improved contrast. 

Every Nature-Trek binocular features twist-up eye cups with three positions that allow the 
eye relief to be set correctly and ensure a full field of view. 

Smooth and precise focusing with impressive depth of field ensure no details are lost 
when viewing at long or short distances. 

An ultra modern design encased in a textured green rubber. The robust construction 
protects against water, fogging and accidental drops. 


Nature Trek 8x42 

£ 129.99 

Nature Trek 10x42 

£ 139.99 



Stunning optics providing crisp, clear and bright images with staggering light 
transmission, you will not be surprised that the Endurance range is head and 
shoulders above all competition in their price range. Where ED glass is utilised 
the optics show reduced colour fringing and the fully multi-coated lenses provide 
high resolution images ensures no details are lost when viewing at long or short 
distances down to 2m. 

All models feature twist-up eyepieces designed to help set the correct eye relief, 
making for comfortable viewing. 


Endurance ED 8x32 

£ 179.99 

Endurance ED 8x42 

£ 209.99 

Endurance ED 10x42 

£ 209.99 



Frontier HD X models utilise Dielectric Coatings providing increased light reflectivity 
and Fully Multi-Coated optics to produce sharp images. 

Designed from conception to offer the best performance available. The magnesium 
alloy body and high grade materials are a cut above the rest. 

Designed to be well balanced and fit effortlessly in the hand, Frontier binoculars are 
manufactured with soft touch rubber body armour for comfort in use. 

Replaceable twist-up eye cups with position stops allow you to set correct eye 
relief depending on personal preference or if eye glasses are being used. 


Frontier HD X 8x32 

£ 239.00 

Frontier HD X 8x42 

£ 269.00 

Frontier HD X 10x42 

£ 279.00 
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Cats and birds... 

No one can be in any doubt 
that John Douglas doesn’t like 
cats! (Your View, August). In 
the five years that I owned a 
cat in the Somerset village 
where I now live, he caught a 
handful of birds. The fact that 
he was very large and ginger 
and I kept him in at night may 
have been a factor. 

The male Sparrowhawk 
which now visits my garden 
every day is frequently 
observed eating something, in 
spite of my efforts to place bird 
feeders sensibly. 

Cats and dogs provide 
companionship to many 
elderly and lonely people and 
it should be possible to strike 
a balance between their needs 
and wants and action to 
protect wildlife. 

Your other correspondent, 
Roger Hardcastle, is right 
- human activity is the biggest 


threat to wildlife. It is a 
complete waste of time 
drawing up detailed policies to 
eradicate cats because it is not 
going to happen and enforcing 
draconian measures would be 
an impossibility with an 
already overstretched police 
force. If people can be 
encouraged to recycle and 
dispose of their rubbish, 
thoughtfully, they can also be 
encouraged to put a bell on 
puss and keep him in at night. 
Hedgehogs are also in serious 
decline, but I’ve yet to hear of 
anyone wanting to ban cars. 
Sandra Jones 

I have cancelled my 
subscription to Bird Watching 
after 20-odd years, as I am 
sick of being blamed for all ills 
because I have cats. I am a 
responsible cat owner - cats 
are always neutered - their 
collars have loud bells and 


they are kept in between 5pm 
and 7.30am. 

And yes, they do sometimes 
catch mice, very rarely a bird, 
but has anyone noticed the 
carnage on our roads? Dead 
birds and mammals 
everywhere you look. Cats 
can’t be blamed for that. 

Susan Hills 

We all love all animals, but 
why do cat owners think it is 
OK for their cats to kill birds, 
saying “that’s what they do”? 

I love and enjoy feeding 
mealworms to Blackbirds, 
Robins and Starlings in my 
garden, and they are now very 
trusting of me. 

I get within touching 
distance of them, it’s so great 
to be trusted by a wild bird. 
But I opened my curtains one 
morning to see a Blackbird 
waiting for a feed, and then a 
cat pounced on it. By the time 
1 got out, the cat had run off 
with the bird in its mouth. 

I love the birds every bit as 
much as owners love their 
cats. So please cat owners, put 
a bell on your cat. Who 
doesn’t love a Blackbird or 


Robin song? Please cat owners, 
be responsible for your cats. 
Ged Furey 

I wholeheartedly agree with 
Bo Beolens’s recent article 
regarding cats. Not only do the 
local moggies invade our 
(deliberately wild) garden and 
stalk my feeders (one neighbor 
has five), they also stalk and 
chase our two Netherland 
dwarf rabbits, as they quietly 
meander around their garden. 
It’s about time cat owners took 
responsibility for their cats 
and either confined them to 
their own garden/home or 
fitted suitable bell collars to 
hopefully prevent the bird 
carnage we currently have. 
John Lambert 

I totally agree with Bo. My 
patio window gets banged 
three times a day by cats 
jumping to get birds off my 
feeders - licences are required. 
Andrew Elliott 

In Bird Watching’s August 
issue, Roger Hardcastle 
responded to my column 
saying the debate about cats 
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was “rearranging deckchairs 
on the Titanic”. The real 
problem is people population. 
Of course, our over-population 
is at the root of the problem... 
but its not a question of what 
threatens our wildlife most 
and forget the rest. We have to 
confront all the issues at once! 
Bo Beolens, 

Grumpy Old Birder 

■ The editor says: We’ve had 
a lot of eloquent replies from 
cat-lovers and others 
disagreeing with Bo (as well 
as others agreeing with him) 

- we’d be interested to hear 
from any who’d like to write 
an opinion piece on the subject 
for us. Drop us a line... 

How about nestboxes? 


interesting websites that 
can provide a wealth of 
information. 

These are: 

actionforswifts.blogspot.com 

swiftconservation.org 

bristolswifts.co.uk 

and, of course, the RSPB. 
Diane, via email 

■ Clare replies: Thank you so 
much Diane, that’s great to 
hear you’re enjoying the 
column. I would love to take 
on this challenge - my dad is 
very handy, so I may well get 
him to have a go at putting 
one up for me. He is better on 
a ladder than I am! 

Perhaps I’ll be writing about 
the Swifts again soon with 
some happier news, watch 
this space! 


. . 
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FAO Clare Howcutt-Kelly. 

I want to say how much I 
enjoy reading your garden 
column in Bird Watching 
magazine. It was sad to hear 
about the Swifts losing their 
nest sites with the re-roofing. 
Have you thought about 
putting up some Swift nesting 
boxes, and playing Swift calls, 
to try and attract them? 

With such a dramatic decline 
in our Swift population, it 
would be interesting to see 
how you get on. 

We have just had the 
nationwide Swift Awareness 
Week, there are three very 


Swift success 

The Helmsley Swift Project 
has been working with 
Yorkshire Housing, which has 
installed birdboxes after 
repairing roofs in Helmsley, 
which has taken away their 
nesting. Swifts have become 
increasingly under threat over 
the past 20 years. But this 
work seems to be having a 
positive effect. 

We also put together a short 
film on YouTube, which you 
can watch here: 
http://bit.ly/2YZMKib 
Ian Kibble, Helmsley Swifts 



The cute expression on 
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Send all your birding questions to 

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk and our 
experts will give you the answers 


CAN YOU ID THE BIRD THAT MY SON 
SAW ON A HOLIDAY IN NORFOLK? 


My son returned from a holiday 
in Hunstanton, Norfolk, last 
week and asked me to identify a bird 
he had photographed on the seafront. 

I thought that would be 
straightforward, but it clearly wasn’t! 

I assume, because of the leg-rings, it is 
an escape, but I should be pleased if 
you could identify it and tell me where 
they originate from. 

Kevin Spencer 


ID these birds, please 

I took these pictures on the 
same day and a matter of 10 
miles away from each other in 
western Scotland last week. The 
first at Borrodale RSPB, the 
second and third at Ariundle 
NNR. On hearing both birds 
singing, Chiffchaff can be 
discounted. The first bird would 
therefore be either a Willow 
Warbler or Wood Warbler. 
Unfortunately, I do not know the 
difference song-wise between the 
two, so rely on picture 
identification. 

The supercilium is not too 
prominent, the breast not white 
enough, and the tail projection 
looks long. I therefore call it as a 
Willow Warbler. The other bird 
looks so much browner, and also 
looks like a Phylloscopus warblers, 
also either Wood or Willow 
Warbler. No yellow and hardly 
clean, so not Wood. So, that says 
Willow, but it is hardly the same as 
bird one... 

P. Adams , Reading 

a The second photo (the 
browner one) looks like a 
typical Willow Warbler. Generally 
dull colours, strongish supercilium 
(pale eyebrow’), long primaries and 
pale legs all point to that species. 
The first one, though, is, as you 
point out much brighter. Indeed 
there seems to be the bright yellow 
upper breast of a Wood Warbler 
contrasting with the white belly, 
combined with obviously pale legs. 
But, the tail does seem to project to 



far beyond the undertail coverts for 
a typical Wood Warbler, and there 
is a yellow wash to the belly in 
places. This combined with a bit of 
a brown tone to the green 
upperparts and not a particularly 
strong supercilium all seem to 
suggest that this is a brighter than 
average Willow Warbler. We agree 
with your diagnosis. Now, please 
learn the songs to make ID that 
much easier, next time! 


Usual behaviour? 

On 3 June, at midday, I was 

at the north screen at 
Radipole RSPB, Weymouth, 
watching Marsh Harriers. A male 
went down only 30m from the 
screen, at the very edge of the 
shallow pond. After a couple of 
minutes and some vigorous wing 
flapping he rose into the air with a 
30-40 centimetre carp still 
struggling languidly as he gripped 
it by the gills. He dropped down 
again after 50m presumably to 
consume his prize. Is this 
behaviour usual? 

Geoff Langrish 


Marsh Harriers patrol 
wetlands looking for any 
potential prey item. Often this is 
birds or mammals, but they will also 
pluck frogs and fish from the water, 
with their long legs and strong 
talons. Your fish sounds like it may 
be at the upper limit of a harrier’s 
potential prey size. Carp often hang 
around near the surface in warm 
weather, so could be particularly 
vulnerable on a warm June day. 


Your son’s bird, Kevin, is an Inca Tern, a bird generally regarded 
as being restricted to the Humboldt Current of the Pacific 
Ocean (on the west side of South America). The elongated ear tuft 
plumes’ are very distinctive. In adult plumage, the bill, legs and feet 
are bright red (and the gape yellow, with pure white plumes). But this 
bird appears to be a youngster, owing to the black bill, legs and feet. 
We agree with you that the rings betray its escape from captivity, as 
its natural occurrence in north Norfolk would be more than a little 
unlikely. They are apparently kept at a few collections/zoos in the UK. 


What bird is this? 


I believe this 
is a Corn 
Bunting seen 
recently at 
Montrose Basin; 
could you confirm, 
please? Much 
appreciated. 

Art Sangster 



□ Though having a triangular 
seed-eater’s bill and a 
generally brown streaky 
appearance, this is not a Corn 
Bunting. It is, instead , a ‘female- 
type’ Linnet; perhaps more likely a 
juvenile with those pink feet (they 
are darker in adults), and the 
buff-fringes on the fresh tail 
feathers. The brown back 
contrasting with a greyer head and 
broad, buffy, broken eye-ring are 
typical. This is further backed up 
by the white-fringed primaries of 
the wing and the tail with white 
outer feathers. 

Which geese? 

I spotted these on 29 June ,at the 
southern end of Derwent Water 
in the Lake District. Are they 
Barnacle Geese? If not can you 


identify them? If they are, all that 
I have read suggests that there 
really shouldn’t be any here at this 
time of year. Is it usual for birds 
hang on for so long past the point 
at which they would normally have 
left an area? 

Kind regards 
Gavin Bennett 

□ Your birds are indeed 

Barnacle Geese, Gavin (with 
and unmistakable combination of 
white face, black neck and grey, 
black and white wings). In recent 
years, a naturalised breeding 
population of Barnacle Geese has 
established on the islands of 
Derwent Water, including 
Rampsholme and Lord’s Islands. 

So, presumably your midsummer 
birds are part of this population, [j^ 
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THE BEST HOLIDAY OFFERS & TRAVEL REPORTS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 


Time and effort can throw up all sorts 
of birding surprises in this beautiful 
Mediterranean island 


WORDS: ED HUTCHINGS 

M ost Sicilians 
consider 
themselves and 
their island a 

separate entity. Coming from 
the Italian mainland, it’s very 
noticeable that Sicily has a 
different feel, that socially and 
culturally you are all but out 
of Europe. The largest island 
in the Mediterranean, with 
a strategically vital position, 
Sicily has a history and 
outlook derived not from its 
modern parent but from its 
erstwhile foreign rulers - from 
the Greeks who first settled 
the east coast in the 8th 
Century BC, through a 
dazzling array of Phoenicians, 
Carthaginians, Romans, 

Arabs, Normans, French and 
Spanish, to the Bourbons seen 
off by Garibaldi in 1860. 

Substantial relics of these 
ages remain, with temples, 
theatres and churches 


scattered about the whole 
island. But there are other, 
more immediate hints of 
Sicily’s unique past. Sicilian 
dialect, for example, is still 
widely spoken in both cities 
and countryside, varying from 
place to place; and the food is 
noticeably different from 
elsewhere in Italy, spicier and 
with more emphasis on fish 
and vegetables; even the flora 
echoes the change of 
temperament - oranges, 
lemons (introduced by the 
Arabs), prickly pears and 
palms are ubiquitous. 

A visit here still induces 
a real sense of arrival. The 
standard approach for those 
heading south from the 
mainland is to cross the Straits 
of Messina, from Villa San 
Giovanni or Reggio di 
Calabria: this way, the train 
ferry pilots a course between 
Scylla and Charybdis, the twin 
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hazards of rock and whirlpool 
that were a legendary threat to 
sailors. Coming in by plane, 
too, there are spectacular 
approaches to the coastal 
airports at Palermo, Trapani 
and Catania. 

Once you’re on land, 
deciding where to go is largely 
a matter of time. Inevitably, 
most points of interest are on 
the coast: the interior of the 
island is mountainous, 
sparsely populated and 
relatively inaccessible, though 
in parts extremely beautiful. 

The capital, Palermo, is 
a filthy, bustling, noisy city 
with an unrivalled display of 
Norman art and architecture 
and Baroque churches, 
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KEY RAPTORS 



Honey Buzzard 




Peregrine 


Red Kite 



combined with a warren of 
medieval streets and markets. 

Heading east, there’s no 
better place in Sicily for a 
traditional family sea, sun 
and sand holiday than Cefalu, 
with a magnificent golden 
sandy beach and a mellow 
medieval core overlooked by 
a beetling castle-topped crag. 
An hour or so further east is 
the workaday port of Milazzo, 
departure point for the Aeolian 
Islands, an archipelago of 
seven islands. Here you can 
climb two active volcanoes, 
laze on lava beaches, 
snorkel over bubbling 
underwater fumaroles and 
wallow in warm, reeking, 
sulphurous mud baths. 

The islands are also linked 
by hydrofoil with the major 
port of Messina, separated 
from mainland Italy by the 
Straits of Messina. If you are 
travelling to Sicily overland 
from Italy, Messina will 
unavoidably be your point of 
arrival. Devastated by an 
earthquake and tidal wave in 
1908, it’s a modern city of little 
charm and unlikely to hold 
your interest for long. 

The most obvious target 
from here is the almost too 
charming hill town of 
Taormina, spectacularly 
located on a rocky bluff 
between the Ionian Sea and 
the soaring peak of Mount 
Etna. For a gutsier taste of 
Sicily, head to Catania, the 
island’s second city. 



intellectual and cultured, with 
a compact Baroque core of 
black lava and white 
limestone, and two exuberant 
markets. From Taormina or 
Catania, a skirt around the 
foothills and, even better, 
up to the craters of Mount 
Etna, is a must. In terms of 
birding, one’s best off sticking 
to the coast. 

The Peloritani Mountains in 
north-east Sicily, west of the 
town of Messina, are 
dominated by macchia, 
garrigue, broadleaved 
evergreen woodlands and 
agricultural land used for 
cultivation and stock rearing. 
This is a vital ‘bottleneck’ site 
for migrating raptors, where 
more than 20,000 pass 
regularly in spring, especially 
Honey Buzzard (six thousand 
minimum). In the past there 


was intense hunting of 
migrating raptors, which has 
now largely decreased. 

Offshore and of volcanic 
origin, the Eolie Islands in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea north of Sicily 
consist of macchia, rocky 
areas and garrigue where 
agriculture and tourism 
dominate. The islands are an 
important area for breeding 
Scopoli’s Shearwater, Peregrine 
and Eleonora’s Falcons. 

Resident birds 

Back on land, the large 
mountain area of Nebrodi in 
northern Sicily, south of the 
village of Sant’Agata di 
Militello, is mostly 
broadleaved woodland, rich in 
small freshwater ponds. Key 
resident species include Rock 
Partridge, Red Kite, Lanner 
Falcon and Blue Rock Thrush. 
Research on the mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians is 
ongoing, coordinated by the 
Regional Park and a project to 
reintroduce Griffon Vulture, 
coordinated by LIPU and the 
park, is in the pipeline. 

To the west, the coastal 
mountain complex of Madonie, 
south of the town of Cefalu, 
holds a varied mosaic of 
habitats, including 
broadleaved woodland, 


ii I LIKE SICILY EXTREMELY - A GOOD 
ON-THE-BRINK FEELING - ONE HOP 
AND YOU’RE OUT OF EUROPE... 99 

- D.H. LAWRENCE IN A LETTER TO LADY CYNTHIA ASQUITH, 1920 
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pasture and rocky areas. This 
is a valuable breeding site for 
raptors including Egyptian 
Vulture, Golden and Bonelli’s 
Eagles, Red Kite, Peregrine 
and Lesser Kestrel. There is a 
project to reintroduce Griffon 
Vulture, too. This is also 
another good place to track 
down Rock Partridge. 
Continuing westwards, the 
coastal mountain area of 
Mount Pecoraro and Pizzo 
Cirinain, west of the city of 
Palermo, is a reliable spot to 
find Blue Rock Thrush. 

Heading westwards still, the 
mountainous peninsula of 
Mount Cofano, Cape San Vito 
and Mount Sparagio, west of 
the town of Castellamare del 
Golfo, holds rocky sea cliffs, 
stony and sand beaches, 
macchia, garrigue and land 
used for cultivation, stock 
rearing and tourism. This is a 
crucial breeding area for 
raptors (five of the 20 species 
of the Mediterranean biome), 
including Bonelli’s Eagle, as 
well as Peregrine and Lanner 
Falcons. Other key species 
include Subalpine, Sardinian 
and Spectacled Warblers, as 
well as Rock Partridge and 
Spotless Starling. 

A complex of brackish 
wetlands (Stagnone di 
Marsala), saltpans (Saline di 
Trapani) and islets (Isole dello 
Stagnone di Marsala) lie along 
the west coast of Sicily, south 
of the town of Trapani. The 
Stagnone di Marsala is one of 
the last remaining lagoons in 
Sicily, measuring six miles by 
1.8 miles with an average 


largely agricultural. 

The Saline di Trapani are 
north of the lagoon and 
comprise a complex of 
saltpans at the mouth of the 
Baiata river where the main 
land uses are salt extraction 
and agriculture. This is a 
significant spot for wintering 
Ferruginous Duck, migrating 
Garganey and Spoonbill, as 
well as breeding Black-winged 
Stilt, Avocet, Kentish Plover 
and Little Tern. More than 
21,000 waders have been 
recorded passing through the 
area in spring. 

Breeding site 

The Egadi Islands to the west 
of Sicily, containing macchia, 
garrigue and rocky cliffs, are 
an important breeding location 
for seabirds, especially Storm 
Petrel. Scopoli’s Shearwater 
and Bonelli’s Eagle are other 
key species. Pantelleria is an 
archipelago of small islands 
between Sicily and Tunisia 
containing rocky islets and 


while other key species 
include Storm Petrel, Shag, 
Eleonora’s Falcon and 
Marmora’s Warbler. 

Biviere and Plain of Gela are 
a complex of coastal brackish 
lakes, in the south of Sicily, 
separated from the sea by sand 
dunes. These lakes are 
valuable for migrating water 
birds, especially Ferruginous 
Duck (breeding), herons. 
Glossy Ibis, Spoonbill and 
waders such as Collared 
Pratincole. Pantani di 
Vendicari e di Capo Passero 
are a complex of brackish 
coastal wetlands, in the 
south-east corner of Sicily, 
around the village of Pachino. 

It includes two groups of 
lakes - Vendicari, south of the 
town of Noto, and Pachino. 
This is a crucial location for 
migrating water birds 
(regularly more than 20,000 
presents in total), including 
large numbers of waders. Key 
species include Ferruginous 
Duck, Audouin’s Gull, 


Caspian and Black Terns. 

A complex of wetlands on 
the east coast of Sicily, around 
the town of Catania, include 
Biviere di Lentini (a freshwater 
reservoir), Foce del Simeto 
(a river mouth) and Traversa 
di Ponte Barca (a stretch of the 
Simeto River). These are 
significant wetlands for water 
birds while breeding 
(Ferruginous Duck, herons), 
migrating (Glossy Ibis, 
Spoonbill) and wintering. 

The site holds in excess of 
20,000 water birds on a regular 
basis, with Black-headed Gull 
especially common in winter. 
Other key birds include Little 
Bittern, Night, Squacco and 
Purple Herons, Cormorant, 
Kentish Plover, Slender-billed 
Curlew, Little, Black and 
Sandwich Terns, as well as 
Aquatic Warbler. 

Sicily is a wild and 
fascinating place. While 
birding isn’t easy, it can offer 
up numerous surprises. 



depth of a metre. The principal 
vegetation is bushes of 
Salicornia and Salsola, while 
the surrounding areas are 


cliffs, macchia, garrigue and 
cultivated land. It’s the most 
important breeding site in 
Italy for Scopoli’s Shearwater, 


Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis, Kentish 
Plover, Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, 
Slender-billed Gull, Little, 


INFO SICILY 

• visitsicily.info/en/ 
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A CURIOUS PLACE 


Venture into the canopies of Belize's rainforest to discover the colourful plumage 
of our many curious creatures- Home to more than 600 species of birds, Belize is 
the perfe ct place to soot all your favouri tes and discouer rare species like the 
elusive harpy eagle and scarlet macauus. Get a glimpse of out national bird, the 
keel-billed toucan, as it flits from tree to tree, cooing in greeting. Be fascinated by 
the variety of birding spots from offshore islands to forest reserves. Check off 
your birding bucket list and leave with unique memories you can only find in 
__— -_Bellzei mi „ - _ .• 






















BIRD THE WORLD SOLOMON ISLANDS 



Beautiful birds, fantastic fish and colourful 
corals await the birdwatcher who heads to 
the exotic Solomon Islands 


WORDS AND PICTURES: DAVID TIPLING 


. 




Eastern Common Tern in 
non breeding plumage Vella 
Lavella Western Province 
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Dawn breaking over the 
island of Kolombangara, 
New Georgia Group 




H ere’s a pleasant 

exercise, close your 
eyes and dream of 
the South Pacific, 
you will probably imagine 
a desert island complete with 
palm fringed beaches, coral 
atolls and islets sat among 
a deep blue sea. Well dream 
no more, this is a real place 
- the Solomon Islands. Well 
off the beaten track, this 
beautiful archipelago is home 
to more than 100 endemic 
species of bird and a marine 
environment that is one of the 
most pristine left on earth. 


Stretching in a 930-mile arc 
from the island of 
Bougaineville across the 
vast blue of the South Pacific 
ocean, the Solomons comprise 
six main islands all with the 
similar characteristic of a 
rugged mountainous spine 
covered in luxuriant forest. 

When I met my travelling 
buddy for this trip, the author 
Mark Cocker, in Brisbane 
airport, we were both very 
excited at what lay ahead. The 
islands are still under-explored 
by birders and although there 
is an excellent field guide there 




BOUGAINVILLE SOLOMON ISLANDS 

ISLAND 


612.0 

NEW 

GEORGIA 


is very little readily accessible 
information, so we had little 
idea of what to expect. 

To see a good suite of 
endemics, you need to travel to 
a number of the islands which 
is best done by air. Our first 
port of call was Gizo part of 
the New Georgia Group. This 
area is popular with divers, 
as the corals and extraordinary 
diversity of fish offer world- 
class diving. 

Our first few days were 
spent looking and marvelling 
as much at what was under 
the water as above it. Soon, 


SANTA 

ISABEL 


SAVo 

ISLAND MAkIRA 


we had to leave this paradise 
having notched up a few 
endemics, including White- 
capped Monarch and a very 
obliging Yellow-bibbed Lory. 

Our arrival in early 
November had coincided 
with the start of the wet 
season, making the air more 
humid than when many 
birders visit in the northern 
hemisphere’s summer months. 

An almost constant 34° 
and high humidity could be 
countered by lying in the 
warm sea while a cold shower 
felt like a real luxury. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Solomon Islands is a 
sovereign country that 
consists of six major islands 
and more than 900 smaller 
islands in Oceania, to the 
north-west of Vanuatu, and 
to the east of Papua New 
Guinea. It covers 11,000 sq 
mi in total, and is part of the 
wider Solomon Islands 
archipelago, which also 
includes the North 
Solomon Islands (part of 
Papua New Guinea). 

Some of the islands, in 
particular Guadalcanal, saw 
fierce fighting between the 
USA and Japan during 
World War Two. 

The ocean-equatorial 
climate is extremely humid 
throughout the year, with 
a mean temperature of 
26.5°C, and few extremes 
of temperature, though 
June through August is the 
cooler period. North¬ 
westerly winds from 
November through to 
April can bring more 
frequent rain and occasional 
squalls or cyclones. 

Most of the islands were 
originally covered in 
rainforest, which have 




come under pressure 
from forestry activities in 
recent years. 

As well as its birdlife, 
Solomon Islands has more 
than 230 varieties of 
orchids plus a host of other 
tropical flowers, but 
mammals are few and far 
between, being mainly bats 
and small rodents. 

There are several active 
and dormant volcanoes 
on the islands, with 
Tinakulaand Kavachi the 
two most active* 

To travel to the islands, 
you’ll usually have to fly to 
Austral ia, and then get 
connecting flights from 
Brisbane. 


The island of Makira is 
home to the lion’s share of 
endemics, but seeing them 
is not without its challenges. 
Nearly all the birds we had 
encountered had been very 
shy. I was having to use every 
trick in the bird photographers’ 
book to get within range. 

The adventurous itinerary of 
our trip had led me, before 
leaving the UK, to scale down 
my photographic gear to a 
lightweight mirrorless system. 
Even bo, our six-mile trek to 
the village of Naara in the 
Makiran foothills would still 


Rufous Fantail, Nara 
Makira (San 
Cristobal) 


require a team of porters to 
carry our gear. 

We set off under blue skies 
following the River Rawo, first 
through Cacao plantations, 
then into impressive tropical 
forest, where the first of nine 
river crossings were made. On 
one of the shallow crossings, 

I stumbled and felt an intense 
pain in one of my toes. Our 
guide from the village Joseph, 
with feet the size of dinner 
plates, had, unlike us, made 
easy work of the long walk 
through the mud and rain, his 
bare feet supremely adapted to 
life in the forest. 

The ‘Big Man’ of the village, 
John Wayhuru, and his family 
gave us a warm welcome and 
soon we were tucking into a 
hearty meal of ferns from the 
forest cooked in coconut milk, 
crayfish from the river, and 
taro and sweet potato from 
their forest garden. 

Our guest accommodation 
looked out on a spectacular 
backdrop of pristine forest. 


Collared Kingfisher, 




It was very tempting to just 
sit on the verandah and soak 
up the atmosphere, but we 
were keen to explore. Joseph 
pointed out Makira Starlings, 
a fleeting Makira Cicadabird, 
Makira Honeyeater, a Mottled 
Flowerpecker, and the Makira 
Oriole Whistler. It was an 
avalanche of island endemics 
but there was one that 
tantalised us throughout 
the morning. 

Birds aplenty 

Every few metres we would 
hear a rustle of wings as 
a bird flew up from ahead. 

The protagonist, the very 
shy Makira Thrush. Later, 
as I sheltered from the rain, 
a typically friendly Rufous 
Fantail fed around me. Then, 
ahead on the track, a thrush 
alighted before hopping up 
into a tangle of vegetation. 

I had my picture, not great 
but perhaps the first time this 
species has been photographed 
at close quarters. 


94 September 2019 







birdwatching.co.uk 95 













BIRD THE WORLD SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Island and local fisherman in 
dug out canoe in New Georgia 
Group, Western Province 




It was a wrench to leave Narra, 
but my suspected broken toe 
was now infected, I needed 
medical attention. Heavy rain 
prevented the plane coming 
so stranded on Makira for an 
extra couple of days meant we 
had to adjust our plans. 

It did allow us to track down 
a large flock of beautiful 
White-headed Fruit Doves, 
another Makiran endemic. 

But the delay meant the next 
stop on our journey the village 
of Tirotonga on Santa Isablel 
Island would have to wait 
for another time. We would 
be missing the chance of 
Solomons Frogmouth, Fearful 
Owl and the highly sought 
after Black-faced Pitta. 

Our last leg of the journey 
took us to the volcanic Savo 
Island, about an hour’s boat 
trip from the main island of 
Guadalcanal. Before reaching 
Savo, we experienced one of 
the highlights of our trip - 
a spectacular feeding frenzy, 
a bait ball being preyed upon 


by tuna made the seas surface 
‘boil’ and had attracted 
Lesser Frigatebirds and a 
large mixed flock of Eastern 
Common Terns, Black Noddies 
and Bridled Terns. Among 
them was a rare Heinroth’s 
Shearwater. As we approached 
the island, it felt like we were 
entering Jurassic Park, the 
steep sided forested slopes of 
the volcano gave a primeval 
feel to the place. 

Egg laying 

Savo is famed for its megapode 
fields. Every morning dozens 
of Melanesian Megapodes 
arrive to dig out tunnels, 
often a metre or more deep, 
to lay a single egg which 
is then incubated in the 
warm volcanic sand. The 
eggs are then harvested by 
islanders. As dawn broke, the 
megapodes arrived to start 
their excavating. Sweat poured 
off me as I shot hundreds of 
frames as the birds dug, laid 
then filled their holes in. 


The island proved to be the 
most productive for 
photography. Coconut 
Lorikeets, Solomons Cockatoos 
and bright red Cardinal Lories 
along with Red-knobbed and 
Island Imperial Pigeons were 
all very common here, and 
I managed a few pictures of 
some of these as they flew 
overhead or perched along the 
edge of the trails. 

Our trip to the Solomons had 
been quite an adventure. 

While the lack of much 


infrastructure makes a visit 
sometimes challenging, that 
is part of its charm. Still 
unspoilt, with few tourists 
there can be few more 
exciting destinations left to 
bird that still offer so much 
potential for discovery. 

But the Solomon’s are more 
than a bagful of endemics: 
the fish, the corals, the forests, 
the butterflies, the scenery 
and, above all, a welcoming 
nation of people make it 
a very special place. 



Melanesian Megapode at nesting ground 
excavating nest chamber to lay an egg on 
Savo Island 
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Home to wonderful wetlands and the beautiful Oriental 
White Stork, the Japanese city of Toyooka has much to 
offer the visiting birder 


J apan is a fascinating country that 
is on many a birder’s bucket list. 
It’s an archipelago that 
encompasses many different 
habitats; from subtropical to 
temperate, coniferous forests to impressive 
ice floes. Japan is also a pretty big place, 
despite its elongated sliver-like appearance 
on maps. It has a greater landmass than 
Germany and a population of about 



127 million people. When one thinks of 
birding in Japan, the main image that 
springs to mind are the icy wintry vistas of 
Hokkaido in the north, watching mighty 
Steller’s Sea Eagles frolicking in the snow, 
dwarfing the attendant White-tailed Eagles 
- themselves not exactly puny. 

Toyooka is a city on the country’s north 
coast, some 375 miles west of Tokyo and is 
not, at first glance, an obvious target for 
urban birders. It’s a young city, founded in 
1950, with some 81,000 inhabitants. It lies 
within the San’in Kaigan Geopark, an 
area dominated by wetlands, some of which 
have been turned over to the production of 
rice in paddyfields. 

The city itself is a sprawling low-rise 
affair, flowing like lava around several 
large wooded hills. During the summer, 
the air is filled with the rasping calls of 
Brown-eared Bulbuls. Resembling long¬ 
tailed thrushes, they chase each other 
through the wooded areas. 

They are strongly arboreal, seemingly 
never coming that close to human 
observers. Drifting overhead are Black-Kites 
or, depending on which list you follow. 
Black-eared Kites. Unlike the more 
migratory Black Kites further west, these 
birds are sedentary and recognisable by the 
dark patch on their ear coverts. In the clean 
streets you’ll see and hear noisy gangs of 
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WETLANDS 


Y# 

ToyookA 


MARDYAMA 

RIVER 


Tree Sparrows, while flocks of Oriental 
Greenfinches twitter from the trees. They 
look and sound like a cross between a 
Greenfinch and Goldfinch, and are certainly 
smaller than our familiar Greenfinches. 

Swallows are common, along with 
Red-rumped Swallows and the subtly 
different Asian House Martin that breeds 
on buildings mostly near the Maruyama 
River, that cuts through the city from south 
to north. They are an unmistakable 
hirundine, as our House Martin does not 
occur in Japan. However, the Asian has 
a dirtier white breast. 

One of the archetypal urban birds of 
Toyooka is the Eastern Blue Rock Thrush. 
They are often seen on the eaves of houses 
or foraging thrush-like in areas of grass. 
Although recognised by most authorities as 
a race of the Blue Rock Thrush that is also 
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found in Europe, it is quite a different bird. 
The males are blue with red on the belly 
and undertail, plus this taxa seems bigger 
and longer-tailed than the nominate 
species. They are also much more 
approachable. A future split one day? 

The hills are often home to shrines, so 
are fairly peaceful. The Japanese Bush 
Warbler is fairly common, although an 
unseen denizen of these wooded slopes. 
Formally included within the clan 
containing the Cetti’s Warbler, it has a 
beautiful and very characteristic song 
that sounds like the opening sequences of 
a Nightingale’s utterances. More readily 
seen are the Japanese Pygmy 
Woodpeckers, that are even smaller than 
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers. The latter 
species, along with Great Spotted and 
Japanese Green Woodpeckers, can also be 
found in these woods. 

Branching out into the suburbs, where 
city meets rice fields, will certainly expand 
your bird list. Japanese Wagtails are 
commonplace. They resemble a Pied 
Wagtail but with a black head with a 
prominent white eyestripe. And when 
they fly, because of their white primaries, 
they have the appearance of a gigantic 
fluttering dragonfly. 

Toyooka comes alive during passage 
times when a whole host of migrants pass 
through. It is a great place to look for 
thrushes that only turn up in Britain as 
rare vagrants, if at all. Species like 
Eyebrowed Thrush can be seen alongside 
Siberian and Dusky Thrushes. Quite a few 
warbler species also pass through. 


including Eastern Crowned Warbler; and 
the Oriental Reed Warbler breeds. 

A visit to the nearby coast will pay 
dividends, with sightings of Black-tailed 
Gulls almost guaranteed, as well as the 
potential for shearwaters far out to sea. 
Check the cliffs for breeding Peregrine as, in 
Toyooka, they have not yet discovered a 
taste for city life. They would find that the 
pigeons are of a slightly more exotic flavour 

- instead of Feral Pigeons there are plenty of 
Oriental Turtle Doves! 

As you can imagine, Toyooka is a 
treasure trove when it comes to the sheer 
birding possibilities. But there is one species 
to be found in the city that is worthy of note 

- the Oriental White Stork. Several pairs 
nest in the city and the tiny Toshima 
Wetlands is a great place to start your 
search for this endangered species. 

A pair nest on a platform provided for 
them that is viewable from the visitor 
centre. They were poisoned to extinction in 
1971 by toxic pesticides used on the 
paddyfields, since the end of the last world 
war. In 2007, they were successfully 
reintroduced to the city after a prolonged 
captive breeding programme and the 
insistence of an 11-year-old girl that the 
mayor of the city quit 
pesticides for organic 
farming. Full credit to the 


David’s book, How To 
Be An Urban Birder, is 
available from his website: 

theurbanbirderworld.com 




KEY SPECIES 


ORIENTAL WHITE STORK 

This endangered species superficially 
resembles the far more widespread White 
Stork of Europe and Africa. Distributed 
thinly along coastal eastern Russia, 

China and North Korea, the Oriental White 
Stork shares it’s western congener’s basic 
plumage pattern, but is larger with a bigger 
black bill and stunning blue eyes that are 
encircled by bare red skin. It is also much 
less sociable than the White Stork. 
Originally a tree nester, they have now taken 
to using platforms provided for them. 
However, unlike the colonial White Stork 
they are solitary breeders, choosing never to 
nest on buildings. 

After being successfully reintroduced to 
Japan, there are now in excess of 140 
breeding pairs in the country. When not 
nesting these sedentary birds can be 
found feeding on frogs and small fish 
in the paddyfields, either singularly or in 
tiny groups. 


mayor for seeing this seemingly impossible 
notion through to convert the city to 
stork-friendly farming and green energy. 
Today, the Oriental White Stork has become 
the symbol of hope for this city - and maybe 
for the world. 

Thanks to: Mr Nakagai, Mayor of Toyooka 
for originally extending the invitation to me 
plus his staff, including Jade Nunez and her 
colleagues. Also to Hitoshi Miyagaki, Mina 
Izaki and Ran Levy-Yamamori. 


MOREABOUT 

BIRDING IN TOYOOKA 


For more information about the 
Oriental White Stork contact Toyooka 
City Office. Web: visitkinosaki.com 

Reference: Birds of Japan - Mark 
Brazil (Bloomsbury) 
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We are a tourism, educational 
and conservation company based 
in Rwanda (East Africa). We 
specialise in birding tours, Gorilla 
tracking, wildlife game driving, 
educational and cultural tour 
services. With our extensive 
knowledge of Rwanda we take 
you to the right locations to give 
you the opportunity of discover 
the rare bird species mainly 
Endemics to the Albertine Rift 
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Tel: 

+250 788 754 615 
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info@birdingrwanda.com 

rwandabirding@gmail.com 
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BIRD THE WORLD READER HOLIDAY OFFERS 


New Year Birdlist Booster 

January 4, 2020 to January 11, 2020 ptarmigan 

January 11, 2020 to January 18, 2020 


To book: 

Call 01479 821248 
or email 

info@heatherlea. 

co.uk 


f you’re already planning 
on taking Bird Watching’s 
#My200BirdYear challenge 
in 2020, or if you just want 
to see the very best of 
Scotland’s birds in winter, then 
this fun holiday is for you. Get 
your New Year birdlist off to 
a cracking start with a week of 
birding across the Highlands 
from coast to coast! 

For the second week, 
you’ll be joined by Bird 
Watching editor Matt Merritt 
as well as Heatherlea’s own 
expert guides. 

Top priorities will be the 
resident specialities - 
Capercaillie, Ptarmigan, Black 
Grouse, Golden Eagle, 
White-tailed Eagle, Scottish 
Crossbill and Crested Tit - but 
you’ll also be able to look for 


a host of northern winter 
visitors, and finally round-up 
rarities. By the end of the 
week, you should have seen 
around 120 species. 

There’ll be time spent inland 
in the Caledonian pinewoods 
of Abernethy Forest for 
speciality birds, a visit to the 
Cairngorm Mountains to see 
Ptarmigan, and trips to remote 
glens for eagles and other 
raptors. Northern coastal 
habitats provide great 
birding in winter, and with the 
Moray Firth, Aberdeenshire, 
the West Coast and secluded 
bays north of Inverness all 
within reach, prospects are 
excellent, especially at the 
coast. King Eider and Surf 
Scoter are regular, and others 
more than possible. 


Highland Autumn Birding 

26 October to 2 November 2019 


W ant to give your 
#My200BirdYear 
list an autumn 
boost, or just sample the 
delights of birding the Scottish 
Highlands? This exciting 
holiday incorporates special, 
local birding with a three- 
day adventure to remotest 
Aberdeenshire, one of the 
best yet most underwatched 


birding counties in the UK! 
Particular focus will be given 
to the key spectacle of large 
numbers of wildfowl, looking 
closely for rarities hidden 
among the commoner species! 
With big rafts of sea-ducks, 
fields full of geese and a good 
range of migrant and resident 
birds, it promises to be an 
unforgettable week. 



Holidays are based at the 
Mountview Hotel, with all 
transport and expert 
guidance from our team. 
Heatherlea anticipate the 
whole hotel will be given over 
to the holiday, meaning a great 
atmosphere as the entire week 
is run by birders for birders: 
a very enjoyable prospect! 

We will look for Capercaillie 


using Heatherlea’s exclusive 
‘Private Estate’ access. We stay 
inside our ‘mobile hide’ 
minibuses, driving on tracks 
with keen eyes to all sides! 
Heatherlea are the only birding 
tour operator allowed to enter 
these lands by vehicle. 

• Prices: £1,195pp, no single 
supplement. Deposit £200 



The best of North Wales 

with The Biggest Twitch 

9-13 September 2019 

• For full details, go to 

birdwatching.co.uk/reader-holidays/2019/3/4/north-wales- 

september-2019 

• To book your place or to ask for more details, please email 
Alan and Ruth on: 

info@birdwatchingtrips.co.uk or call us +44 (0)1492 872407. 
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HUNGARIAN RIND TOURS 

7 day flight inclusive (BA) birdwatching 
holidays in Hungary for only ^£1,185 staying at 
the outstanding Hotel Villa Volgy in Eger famous for 
its fine wines and historic 
buildings. This hotel has just 
upgraded all its rooms to 4 
star standard! Hungarian 
Bird Tours offers that mix 
of outstanding birdwatching 
with plenty to see, drink and 
eat in your spare time. 

Eger is a hugely popular 
destination and offers many 
different attractions. It is 
also ideally placed on the 
southern slopes of the Bukk 
National Park with its four species of Eagle and eight 
species of Woodpecker to see Hungary’s spectacular 
birds. Hungarian Bird Tours is run by Roy Adams 
who lives in a village close to Eger. 

He is mostly known for his work on Hawfinches 
and Woodpeckers. 

Holidays start from £490 (4 days) 

Telephone: 07774574204 or 
For full information visit 

www.hungar ianbirdtours. com 




BIRD WATCHING 

FESTIVAL A 


Sat 16 - Sun 17 
November 2019 

at MARTIN MERE 
WETLAND CENTRE 


Guest speakers, photography workshops, 
guided reserve walks and much more. 

wwt.org.uk/nwbwf 


WWT 


SAVE 

£40 

USING CODE 

OCBWM40* 




Original 

Cottages 

Truly local, wherever you stay 


From Cornwall to Snowdonia we have hundreds of 
beautiful destinations and more than 5,000 properties 
with nature on the doorstep. Discover your perfect 
bird-watching escape with Original Cottages today. 

www.originalcottages.co.uk | 0333 2020 899 


*Choose your favourite holiday home from ANY of the properties in our portfolio and book your 
favourite between 1st July 2019 and 1st December 2020,on holidays starting on or before 31th 
December 2020. Discount not valid in conjunction with any other promotional code 
















H Walkstool 


With Walkstool you can take a truly comfortable, light and easy to carry seat with 
you at all times. There are two ranges to choose from based on your budget, but all 
are made to the same exacting standards in Walkstool's factory in Sweden. 
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BASIC BASIC Comfort Comfort Comfort Comfort 

50cm/20" 60cm/24" 75cm/30" 65cm/26" 55cm/22" 45cm/18" 

The Comfort range has large seats, telescopic legs and large rubber feet - and is 
available in four different heights so there is one to suit you. Each comes with it's own 
carry bag, a 'Steady' accessory is also available which prevents sinking on soft ground, is 
useful on slippery surfaces and generally helps maintain a longer life for your Walkstool. 

The Basic range is available in two different heights, has slightly smaller seats and 
rubber feet, but retains the telescopic legs. Ideal if you cannot justify spending on the 
Comfort model, if for instance, it would only see occasional use. 

Further details available from the U.K. distributor for the birding and outdoor market... 


Alpha Optical Distribution Ltd W: www.walkstool.com 

T: 07725 081436 Frazer or Denys 07909 227517 E: kite@alphaodl.co.uk 


Top quality Kite SKUA Stay On Cases For Spotting Scopes... 







KITE OPTICS 


Fits available for these brands.. 


KITE OPTICS 



ZEISS 



SWAROVSKI 



Versions for most current scopes, including Swarovski ATX and 
BTX, plus some older models available 


Leica 

Televid -» 


Swarovski BTX 
SKUA Case A 


Swarovski ATM/S 
80 & 65 


n from waterproof 

Neoprene, it fits tightly 
■ around the scope and eyepiece 
I to provide maximum protection 
I at all times. 

H The zoom and focus wheel 
can still be manipulated easily 
through 360°, via a lift up flap 
on the case, something no other 
case accomodates. The result is 
comfortable and fast handling of the 
Swarovski BTX in all conditions. 


Cases shown are examples of what is available. ^ 

Please contact us to discuss whether your scope 

has a case to fit and details of where to find your nearest retailer. 


Alpha Optical Distribution Ltd W: www.kiteoptics.co.uk 

T: 07725 081436 Frazer or Denys 07909 227517 E: kite@alphaodl.co.uk 


HOW DO YOU IMPROVE A RUNAWAY SUCCESS? 




Simple - Re-Invent The Range 

Introducing The All New LYNX HD+ 



KITE OPTICS 


Revolutionary optical system makes Lynx HD+ suitable 
for use under all conditions and circumstances 
The self removable metal twist up on 8x30 & 10x30 
models now has two intermediate stages offering 
enhanced comfort for spectacle wearers 
The 8x30 and 10x30 models are both 4mm shorter 
than the original Lynx HD and come with hang on 
objective covers 

New and unique models added to the range. 8x42, 

10x42 and 10x50 models now available 

8x30 and 10x30 models are some of the smallest and 

lightest binoculars ever made 

New 10x50 model is no bigger or heavier than most 

current 10x42 models yet still offers an equally large 

field of view 


NEW KITE LYNX HD+ have the largest field of view worldwide 

LYNX HD+ 8x42 Field of view at 1000 metres: 151 metres 
LYNX HD+ 10x42 Field of view at 1000 metres: 122 metres 
LYNX H D+ 10x50 Field of view at 1000 metres: 120 metres 
NEW LYNX HD+ brings the worlds largest field of view to high end 
binoculars whilst retaining an extremely low weight. 


* The original Lynx HD launched in 2014 were a success from day one! 
They won the 'Best Binoculars Of The Year' from Best Binocular Reviews, 
and received accolades from most of the popular Birding magazines. 
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Further information available on request, or visit www.kiteoptics.co.uk 
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Alpha Optical Distribution Ltd. E: kite@alphaodl.co.uk 
T: Frazer 07725 081436 T: Denys 07909 227517 


NEW LYNX HD+ 50 Series 














PICS: PAUL STERRY/NATURE PHOTOGRAPHERS LTD 




In this latest instalment, Paul Sterry of Nature Photographers 
suggests his top five destinations for bird photography in the UK. 
So, what are you waiting for? Plan your next trip now... 


An established pattern of afternoon 
feeding at Gigrin Farm in Wales 
provides amazing opportunities to 
photograph Red Kites in flight. 
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For most people , bird 
photography is a solitary 
pursuit , not a group 
pastime - for pragmatic 
as well as aesthetic 
reasons. Most 
photographers will have 
their own ‘patch’ where 
they can do their own 
thing. But there are UK 
locations where the 
presence of other 
photographers affects 
neither the birds nor an 
individual’s ability to 
take images. Here are a 
few suggestions - a mix 
of locations where a 
single species is the star 
of the show and where 
the spectacle of numbers 
is more important than 
individual birds. 


Gigrin Farm 

Located near Rhayader in 
central Wales, Gigrin Farm 
operates a Red Kite feeding 
station. Nowadays, it is not 
unique in that regard, but 


from a photographic point of 
view, Gigrin Farm is like no 
other. The location has a 
lovely backdrop and aspect, 
and feeding is timed to 
coincide with perfect 


afternoon light, especially 
good from late autumn to 
early spring. If you are lucky 
with the weather, you can 
hone your skills with flying 
birds, wheeling and circling 
overhead and performing 
spectacular dives. In 
addition to the kites. 

Ravens and Buzzards also put 
in an appearance. 

Bempton Cliffs 

Located on the Yorkshire 
coast, these magnificent chalk 
cliffs are protected by the 
RSPB and during the breeding 
season (roughly April to 
September) they host an 
estimated half a million 
seabirds. Trails and viewing 
points afford superb views of 
nesting and flying birds. 

Gannets are the stars but 
there are also significant 
populations of Kittiwakes, 
Puffins, Guillemots and 
Razorbills. If you visit at first 
light, then there is a chance of 


Gannets are among the photographic 
highlights of a visit to the RSPB’s 
Bempton Cliffs reserve on the 
Yorkshire coast. 
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photographing backlit 
Gannets strolling around 
on cliff top gathering 
vegetation for their nests. 

Late afternoon is arguably 
the best time for flight shots, 
because the light will be 
behind you. And windy 
days are often superb 
because birds are more likely 
to ride the updraught and 
hang in the air. 

Ham Wall 

The RSPB’s Ham Wall 
Nature Reserve is a fine 
example of Somerset Levels 
wetlands habitats, with 
swaying reedbeds and open 
water, set against a backdrop 
of Glastonbury Tor. In 
spring, nesting species 
include Reed and Cetti’s 
Warblers, Bittern, Grey 
Heron and Marsh Harrier. 

In recent years. Great 
White Egrets are an added 
attraction. Several duck 
species nest on the reserve 
but numbers and diversity 
build up outside the breeding 
season. The winter months 
provide great opportunities 
for wildfowl flight 
photography, but it is for its 
Starling roost, and associated 
murmurations, that Ham 
Wall is best known. It is hard 
to estimate numbers, but 
tens of thousands of birds 
are usually involved. The 
RSPB operates a ‘Starling 
Hotline’ to inform 
potential visitors about 
timings and locations. 

Visit: http://bit.ly/30HDyzF 

Snettisham 

Although pleasant 
enough, Snettisham sits on 
a rather unremarkable 
stretch of coastline 
overlooking the vast expanse 
of The Wash. But for a few 
hours on just a few days of 
the year it undergoes a 
transformation and becomes 
a world class birdwatching 
and photographic 
destination. Outside the 
breeding season, and during 
periods of particularly high 
tides, it hosts the so-called 
‘Snettisham Spectacular’ 
where tens of thousands of 
waders (mainly Knot, 
Oystercatchers and Bar-tailed 


Godwits), driven by rising 
tides, take to the air in tight 
formation. On a good day, 
most end up flying over 
observers to spend a brief 
period beside lagoons at the 
Snettisham Nature Reserve 
RSPB. Many people come to 
witness the spectacular at 
dawn high tides. But if you 
arrive for an evening 
‘spectacular’ you are in for a 
treat. Snettisham is of the few 
places on the east coast of 
England where the sun sets 
over the sea; if you are lucky 


with the weather you can 
photograph formation-flying 
waders against the fiery glow 
of the setting sun. The RSPB 
publish details of when the 
best events are likely to occur. 

Skomer 

Leased and managed by 
The Wildlife Trust of South 
and West Wales, Skomer is a 
magical seabird island lying 
just off the Pembrokeshire 
coast. Day visits operate 
during the breeding season 
and short stays are possible 


by arrangement. Due in part 
to a requirement that visitors 
stick to designated paths, the 
birds are typically fearless 
and provide outstanding 
opportunities for 
photography. The Puffins are 
the stars of the show, but 
there is a supporting cast of 
Razorbills, Guillemots and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls. 
Manx Shearwaters, which 
breed in large numbers, are 
nocturnal visitors to Skomer 
and only encountered if you 
stay overnight. OQ 


Wader flocks at Snettisham, Norfolk 
photographed at first light. 
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Next month: The final part of the series looks at five of the best overseas destinations for bird photography 
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BINOCULARS 


VIKING KESTREL £219 


Reviewed by Matt Merritt 

V iking’s Peregrine 
binoculars 
impressed us 
greatly earlier 
this year, offering 
excellent optics at little more 
than £300, so how will the 
Kestrels compare? 

Well, as you might expect, 
being named after the smaller, 
humbler falcon of the two, 
they come in £100 cheaper. 

That said, the basic design is 
pretty similar, with a closed 
bridge and some solid, well 
textured rubber armour, so 
they certainly don’t feel as 
though corners have been cut. 

They weigh in a little 
heavier, at 692g, but they’re 
well balanced and were 


comfortable enough round 
the neck during a long day 
in the field. 

The eyecups are made from 
pretty solid rubber, too, and 
were comfortable to use for long 
periods of time. They twist up 
and down to three distinct 
positions, and stayed in place 
well - no inadvertent 
slipping out of place even 
when they were subject to 
moderately rough handling. 
They offer a maximum of 
17.2mm of eye relief. 

The focus wheel is around 
1.25 fingers wide, and textured 
although not deeply grooved. 
Nevertheless, it was easy to 
control even while wearing 
gloves. It moves a little stiffly 


but very smoothly, taking a 
little over 1.5 anti-clockwise 
turns from close focus to 
infinity. Focus was easy to find 
and maintain. 

Close focus is around 2m, 
which is more than good 
enough for most needs. 

The field of view is 
142m@ 1,000m, and it feels 
wide, too. As so often the case 
these days, that’s as a result of 
the image staying sharp very 

The Kestrels have a closed 
bridge resign 


close to the edges, which here is 
presumably thanks to the use 
of ED glass. 

That ED glass also comes into 
play in producing a bright, 
sharp image, with impressively 
natural colours, and even more 
so in maintaining that quality, 
even in low light. In fact. I’d go 
so far as to say that just a few 



MI WOULDN’T HAVE BELIEVED YOU 
COULD GET THIS SORT OF 
PERFORMANCE FOR UNDER £250 99 
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The eyecups twist up and down 
to three distinct positions 






The focus wheel is more 
than a finger wide 


„ N, 

r # 

* \ 

8 x 42 % 

KESTREL I 




years ago I really wouldn’t have 
believed you could have got this 
sort of low-light performance 
for under £250. 

I struggled to find anything 
in the way of colour fringing, 
even in the brightest summer 
sunshine - it only really 
reared its head when viewing 
directly against the sun, and 
usually when following a 
moving target, at that. Even 
then, it was pretty negligible, 
and certainly didn’t affect my 
enjoyment of using them. 

If you’re in the market for a 
pair of beginner binoculars, you 
really need to try them. 


SPECS 

Eye relief: 17.2mm 
Field of view: 142m/1,000m 

Close focus: 2 m 
Weight: 692g 

Size (LxWxD): 140x125x45mm 
RRP: £219 

Supplied with: Neoprene strap, 
fabric case, rainguard, removable 
tethered objective lens covers 

Web: vikingoptical.co.uk 

VERDICT 

Very impressive all-round 
performers in all conditions. 
For £220, unbelievably good, 
in fact. 

OPTICS ★ ★★★ 

BUILD ★★★★ 

VALUE ★★★★★ 
OVERALL ★★★★■)! 


TROUSERS & JACKET 


TRAILBLAZER TROUSERS & 
FRONTIER JACKET £155 & £90 

Reviewed 
by Matt Merritt 

Rohan’s Trailblazer 
trousers are as 
comfortable as any I’ve 
ever worn for a strenuous 
day’s walking and birding 
in rough country. 

Lightweight and easy 
to pack down small, their 
Multiflex Light material 
and an adjustable belt 
make sure of a comfy fit, 
and they also offer insect 
and sun protection, a 
must if you’re 
birdwatching in Central 
or South America, say. 

The Frontier jacket is 
a good counterpart for 
them, if you’re travelling 
into some of the hotter 
parts of the world. It’s 
breathable, soft to the 
touch, and light, and has 
adjustable cuffs and a 
storm flap over the main zip. It’ll stave off summer showers, but 
it’s not intended to cope with bigger downpours. 

There are seven outer and three inner pockets, with the lower 
outer pockets easily accommodating a certain popular field 
guide, or a chunky camera lens. 



VERDICT 

If you plan on doing some birding in the Med, or the tropics, 
these could be a very worthwhile investment. Hard-wearing, but 
also so comfortable that you can concentrate on nothing but the 
birds that cross your path. 



PRODUCTS OF THE MONTH 


PinpiNC 

IN THI 

GAMBIA 



Birding in the Gambia 
DVD by Roy Harvey 

Ideal for anyone wishing 
to see the avian delights 
this country offers from the 
comfort of their armchair. 

£17.99 


Viking Peregrine ED 
8x32 Binoculars 

Latest addition to Viking s 
impressive Peregrine 
range, benefiting from an 
exceptionally wide field of 
view. £319 




Where to Watch Birds in 
Somerset, Gloucester¬ 
shire and Wiltshire 

Fully updated guide and 
indispensable for any birder 
heading to this bird rich 
corner of England. £22.49 


f) THE BIRDER'S STORE www.birders-store.co.uk 
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To the Ends 

of the Earth 

Ireland’s Plat® i n Bird Migrate 


_/ ; ^ 


BOOK 
OFTHE 
MONTH 


A selection of the month s latest releases 

WORDS: MATT MERRITT 


There’s plenty of expert knowledge 
in this book, as you’d expect from an 
author of Stephen Moss’s calibre, 
and the range of birds and cities 
covered is pretty impressive, too. 

But what sets it apart is Marc 
Martin’s lovely watercolours of 
each species. 

Set alongside Moss’s text, which 
has the knack of pulling out 
intriguing nuggets of information, 
as well as evocative descriptions of 

Marc Martin s watercolors 
illustrate the text beautifully 


both birds and urban landscapes, 
and you have a book that’s a joy to 
flick through, whenever you need 
reminding that birdwatching can 
start right outside your front door, 
even if you’re living in one of the 
world’s largest cities. 

Its format - hardback and twice as 
large as the average field guide - 
means that you’re not going to use it 


for ID purposes anyway, but it’s a 
great book to have on hand and 
consult before visiting any of the 
cities included - it will give you a real 
feel for any of the featured birds. 

And favourites? Well, the 
Kittiwakes of Newcastle are hard to 
beat, for me, although Bush 
Thick-Knee (or Stone-curlew) of 
Cairns, Australia is great, too. 


does a good job of making it 
accessible, and his prose always 
carries the authority of someone 
who has witnessed his subject at 
first hand. 

BIRDING AUSTRALIA'S 
ISLANDS SUE TAYLOR, 
JOHN BEAUFOY 
PUBLISHING £19.99 




TO THE ENDSOFTHE 
EARTH ANTHONY 
MCGEEHAN,THE 
COLLINS PRESS £26.99 

There’s a lot of great material here 
about Ireland’s place in the migration 
flyway that also includes the rest of 
our archipelago; but there’s also a 
huge amount to be learned about 
migration, generally. Given that it is, 
for my money, the most fascinating 
avian subject of all, then that makes 
this a must-read. There’s some 
pretty technical stuff in there in 
places, but Anthony McGeehan 


Something of a niche title - even 
most birders lucky enough to go to 
Australia probably won’t get as far as 
most of these islands. 

Nevertheless, if you area heading 
to any of them (and Kangaroo Island 
is on many a tour itinerary), you 
couldn’t do better than take a copy 
of this along for excellent 
background information and some 
fine colour photography. Sue 
Taylor’s accounts of her travels are 
full of enthusiasm as well as 
knowledge, and this is an inspiring 
book for anyone thinking of packing 
the bins and heading Down Under. 
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SMARTWOOL MERINO 
SPORT 150 GRAPHIC TEE- 
SHIRTS, £54.99 

This tee is for “those who wish to move unhindered” 
and is built for “sweat, distance, heat and comfort” - if 
you want a high-performing tee for hot days consider 
one of these. It’s part merino (temperature and 
moisture management and nasty niff control) and part 
polyester (quick drying and tough) with flatlock seams 
to reduce chafing. ZQ accredited merino “ensures 
environmental, social and economic sustainability and 
safeguards animal welfare” (the sheep, not yours). S-XL 
in various colours/designs, themountainfactor.com 


ECHOES BIRD BATH, £36.95 

Birds like water - they bathe in it and drink their own 
bathwater. Providing a bird bath is a good way to 
attract birds to your garden, and once they come, 
they will entertain you. This bird bath is 34cm wide 
and 5.5cm high. It’s glazed and has ripple steps - that 
look good and give the bathers some extra grip. It 
even has a William Blake quote on the rim. What 
more could you want? Complete with three glazed 
feet for putting it on. 2.8kg. nhbs.com 


COLUMBIA WOMEN S 
SATURDAY TRAIL™ STRETCH 
LONG SLEEVE SHIRT, £60 

Columbia have some clothing in subtle tones to help 
you “catch a glimpse of that elusive bird”. This is one of 
them. Keep the sleeves down for protection or use the 
tabs if you want them rolled up. This shirt has 
Omni-Wick to help sweat evaporate, and Omni-Shade, 
which blocks UVA and UVB rays to help protect your 
precious skin. Let’s hope for more than a glimpse 
though... UPF 50. In five different colours. XS-XL. 
columbiasportswear.co.uk 


MODULAR HOUSE MARTIN 
NEST, £21.95 



Buy one of these 
to help the 
amber-listed 
House Martin. It’s 
made from 
weatherproof, air-permeable 
WoodcretePLUS™ and comes with stainless steel 


mounting rails so if you want to, you can slide it out for 
cleaning when the birds have headed south. Can be 
used singly or with others via optional connectors to 
build your own colony. And even if they don’t use ‘your’ 
nest, it might encourage them to build their own mud 
hut. 25-year guarantee. Iivingwithbirds.com 


OLYMPUS MC-20 2X 
M.ZUIKO DIGITAL 
TELECONVERTER, £399.99 



If you use the Olympus 300mm f4 PRO lens for 
micro-four-thirds you might hanker after one of these. 
This dust, splash and freeze-proof teleconverter turns 
your 300mm lens into a 600mm and because of the 
sensor size, in 35mm terms, that’s the equivalent of 
1,200mm.. Also, it can almost do 1:1 macro. Can also 

he used with the ED 
40-150mmf2.8 PRO 
and the forthcoming 
EDl50-400mmf4.5 
TCI. 25 x IS PRO. 
shop.olympus.eu 


GARMIN INREACH 
SATELLITE 

COMMUNICATOR, £300 



You probably won’t need it for a day in Norfolk. It gives 
you off-grid connectivity from, a 
on the planet. The in Reach is 
pocket-sized and enables you to 
send and receive text messages, 
track your travels and share this with 
others, and if things go wrong (you 
run out of freshly-ground Peruvian 
coffee or the bird just doesn’t show 
up) you can send an SOS alert to a 
24/7 emergency response team. 
snowandrock.com 


MONOPOLY - THE RSPB 
EDITION, £34.99 



I know there are variations on the original 
property-grabbing-and-bankrupt-your-competitors 
version, but this is a bit different. This new RSPB 
version of the decades-old game has you seeing 
birds, and installing hides and visitor centres. 1 
people be fined for 
visiting your visitor 
centre -1 really 
don’t know. For 2-8 
players who should 
be at least eight 
years old, according 
to the blurb. 
shopping.rspb.org 


KITE LYNX HD+ 8X42 
BINOCULAR, £719 

Kite’s Lynx H D+ range of binoculars is new and 
includes 30mm, 42mm and 50mm models. HD+ 
binoculars are among the “smallest and lightest 
binoculars ever made” and have an “exceptional wide 
angle view”. The 8x42 weighs 690g and has a 
151m@1000m field of view. For the 8x30 (£519) it’s 
495g and 151m, and for the 
10x50 (£769) it’s 815g and 
120m. These HD+ binoculars 
have water and dirt repellent 
coating on the lenses and 
enhanced scratch resistance. 

30-year warranty. 
kiteoptics.co.uk 



WOODLAND TRUST RCUP, 

£11.99 


A re-usable coffee cup is a good 
thing to have. Every year 2.5 
billion coffee cups are thrown 
away in the UK - use one of 
these to reduce that total. The 
rCUP is made from recycled 
single-use coffee cups and is 
fully insulated. The lid screws on 
and you can drink from any part 
of the rim - just like a normal cup. 
This cup will also work with tea 
and other hot beverages... or cold 
ones. 90x165mm. shop. 
woodlandtrust.org.uk 
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UKBIRDSIGHTINGS 

The best rare birds seen all around Britain in June 

COMPILED BY MIKE WEEDON 



Black-winged Pratincole, 
Frampton Marsh, 
Lincolnshire, 
18 June 



MIDSUMMER MADNESS 


This month produced a list of juicy June rarities, way beyond expectations 


J une is a quiet month. We all 
know this. But, as any patch 
worker will also tell you, if 
something good does turn up, 
it is usually very good! This 
June produced some truly 
amazing rarities, which would put any 
other month of the year in the shade. 
Have a look at this mouth-watering list of 
rare birds around during the month: 

Little Bustard, Black-winged Pratincole, 
Great Knot, Great Spotted Cuckoo, 
Black-headed Buntings (plural!). Eastern 
Olivaceous Warbler, Blue-cheeked 
Bee-eater, White-crowned Sparrow, 
Calandra Lark, two Rollers, Baillon’s 
Crake, Sooty Tern and Scops Owl. 

And these were just the cream of the 
crop of what was a brilliant month for 
rare birding. 


Little beauty 

The Little Bustard gets pride of place at 
the top of the list, as not only was this 
bird a magnificent male in spectacular 
breeding plumage, it hung on for a few 
days, allowing a decent number of 
birders to visit its chosen, accessible site 
of Slimbridge WWT, Gloucestershire. 


IS YOUR AREA COVERED? 

If your county doesn’t currently feature in 
U KBS and you’d like to supply a regular 
report, email matthew.merritt@ 
bauermedia.co.uk for details of how you can 
help. You can send rare bird photos to 
mike.weedon@bauermedia.co.uk 
Please send unprocessed JPEGs at 300dpi 


Yes, it was largely elusive, more or less 
concealed in long grass, but when it did 
show (for instance, when flushed by the 
odd crow), what a bird! 

Also particularly accessible and 
available for a few days, was the Black¬ 
winged Pratincole, which was first seen 
flying over the visitors’ car park at 
Frampton Marsh RSPB on 18th. It hung 
around until Friday 21st (even being 
present during a Bird Watching 
photoshoot, conveniently arranged for 
the site... ), though was not seen after 
that date. 

More great birds 

The Great Knot found on 30 May, on the 
beach at Skaw, Unst, was still there on 
4th (but not seen since), providing 
exceptional views of what would be just ^ 


birdwatching.co.uk 113 


STEVE KKEIGHTLEY 






HUGH HARROP 




the sixth UK record (if and when 
accepted); and the first since the 
well-watched north Norfolk 
(mainly Titchwell RSPB) 
individual, in July 2017. 

It has been a bumper year for 
Great Spotted Cuckoos, and the 
third of the first half of 2019 
turned up on Iona, Argyll, on 
23rd (to 26th). If you were 
thinking that this species is 
becoming almost commonplace, 
bear in mind that this is the first 
GSC in Scotland since the first 
Scottish record 60 years ago! 

June saw a remarkable influx 
of Black-headed Buntings, all 
males, in the UK. The first was at 
Brodick, Arran, on 6th. Most 
obliging and well-watched, 
though, was one at Flamborough 
Head, East Yorkshire, from 7th to 
9th (including both weekend 
days!). The 8th also saw a male 
on the Isle of Gigha, Argyll. 
Further males were also in a 
garden at Noness, (19th), and at 
Sandwick, 22nd and 23rd, both 
Mainland, Shetland 

In the rare enough to be 
‘not quite annual’ category. 


Eastern Olivaceous Warbler is, as 
always, a hugely desirable find. 
One was trapped and ringed at 
the ‘hotspot’ of Fair Isle (on 
16th), where three of the nearly 
30 accepted UK records of this 
Idnna warbler have occurred 
(including two in June). 

Most of the rest of the birds on 
the list above were short-stayers 
and only seen by very few people. 
The Blue-cheeked Bee-eater spent 
10 minutes hanging around wires 
at Achnahaird, Highland (23rd), 
before flying off, not to be seen 
again. What will be just the UK’s 
eleventh White-crowned Sparrow 
was at Mull of Oa, Islay, Argyll on 
12th. The Calandra Lark was seen 
and photographed at 
Knockintorran, North Uist, Outer 
Hebrides on 3rd. 

The Rollers included birds seen 
at both ends of the month, with 
one at Crimsworth Dean, West 
Yorkshire (2nd and possibly again 
on 3rd), and another perched on 
a boat off (and seen flying to) 
Lundy, Devon, on 30th. 

What will surely be 
Northumberland’s first ‘accepted’ 


Clockwise from above left 
Great Knot, 

Skaw, Unst, Shetland, 

June 

Squacco Heron, 

Cley Marshes NWT, 

Norfolk, 

29 June 

Black-headed Bunting, 
Flamborough, East 
Yorkshire, 

9 June 

Lesser Grey Shrike, 

Horsey, Norfolk, 

June 

Little Bustard, 

Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, 
June 



Baillon’s Crake was found on 5th 
at Monks House, Northumberland. 
The number of records of this tiny 
elusive crake spreading through 
France and the low countries had 
UK birders on alert, thinking that 
the Northumberland bird was 
going to be a forerunner for an 
influx like that in 2012. But, sadly, 
no more materialised (so far...). 


Little Bittern, 
North Thoresby, 
Lincolnshire, 
June 


One good tern 

The North Sea seawatching sites 
have an excellent cooperative 
habit of ‘passing on’ birds along 
the coast (and there will be more 
of that in next month’s Rarity 
Roundup... ), and the 24th saw 
a Sooty Tern off Bempton Cliffs 
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RSPB, East Yorkshire, which an 
hour or so later was seen off Filey 
(North Yorkshire), some six miles 
north-west up the coast. A couple 
of weeks later (9 July), 
presumably the same bird would 
be tracked up the coast from 
Flamborough (East Yorkshire) to 
Seaton Sluice, Northumberland, 
over the course of three hours or 
so, but, again, that is for the 
‘Autumn’ issue of BW... 

Finally, from ‘the list’, the 
Scops Owl is a sorry tale of one 
being found fairly recently 
deceased, on a derelict Bressay, 
Shetland, shed, on 11th. 

And so we are left with 
minimal room to talk about the 
rest of the great rarities around 
during June; to discuss the 
ever-lingering Baikal Teal in 
Northumberland, question how 
many Gull-billed Terns have been 
seen around the country, mention 
Little Bittern and Squacco Heron, 
Rose-coloured Starling influxes; 
various superb rare warblers. 
Dark-eyed Juncos and Terek and 
Marsh Sandpipers. But most will 
be covered in the site-by-site 
county reports, so read on... 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS JUNE 


SOUTH WEST 


Highlights lnassociatlon T* 

The rarest bird of 
the month was 
one of those identified with 
hindsight (and the use of DNA 
analysis). It was a Green Warbler 
in a private garden in Lizard 
village, Cornwall. One of the 
more popular rarities was a 
Caspian Tern found at Exmouth 
and Bowling Green Marsh, Devon, 
on 28th. 


AVON 


HIGHLIGHTS: Storm Miguel (8th) brought five 
Fulmars, 20 Manx Shearwaters, a Gannet and 
Little Tern to Anchor Head, Weston-super-Mare. 
Severn Beach (8th) logged two Fulmars, a Storm 
Petrel, Mediterranean Gull, Arctic Skua and two 
Guillemots. 

CLEVEDON-WESTON-SUPER-MARE: A 

Marsh Harrier hunted around the Rive Axe on 
the Somerset border (17th-18th). Seven 
Whimbrels were at Clevedon-Yeo, plus a Knot 
(27th) and two Bar-tailed Godwits (6th). 

SEVERNSIDE: A Common Scoter was off New 
Passage (1st-3rd). Severn Beach had five Little 
Egrets. Portbury Wharf had an Osprey (30th). 
Three Avocets turned up at Northwick Warth 
(9th). Little Ringed Plovers may have bred there. 
Forty Sanderling were at Severn Beach (to 4th). 
Three Mediterranean Gulls were at both Severn 
Beach and Portbury Wharf. 


Greenshanks, 11 Grey Herons, a Cuckoo, 
Woodchat Shrike, Night Heron and 150 Sand 
Martins. An Osprey flew over Plemont (3rd). 
A Hawfinch was at Surville Manor. A Black 
Redstart was near the Fish Market. A Hoopoe 
was at La Coupe, with perhaps the same 
bird near the Airport. A Brent Goose was in 
Grouville Bay. 

Bertram Bree 


CORNWALL 


HIGHLIGHTS: Quails were at Porthgwarra (1st) 
and Cape Cornwall (30th). A Glossy Ibis was 
around Marazion (1st-6th). An American Royal 
Tern was on Hayle and Carbis Bay (3rd). A 
Bonaparte’s Gull was off Penzance (26th), with 
an Iceland Gull off Cot Valley (3rd). An Alpine 
Swift flew over Lizard Village (29th). Two 
Bee-eaters were at Penryn (17th), with five at 
Downderry (30th) and Porthgwarra (29th), and 
six over Penzance (30th). A Red-footed Falcon 
flew through St Columb Major (28th). 

Golden Orioles were at Ponsongath (6th) and 
Drift (18th). A Woodchat Shrike was at Treen 
(20th). Green Warblers, both confirmed by 
DNA, were at Porth Joke (9th) and Lizard Village 
(4th-10th). A Marsh Warbler was at Lizard 
Village (20th-21st). Rose-coloured Starlings were 
at Gwithian and Lizard Village (24th-25th). 
Red-breasted Flycatchers were at Nanjizal (23rd) 
and Flushing (29th). A Tawny Pipit was at 
Porthgwarra (25th). 

Sara McMahon 


DEVON 


LUNDY: Highlights included Merlin, Turtle 
Dove, Whimbrel, Yellow Wagtail, Red-backed 
Shrike, Greenland-race Wheatear, Alpine Swift 
and Golden Oriole. A Roller landed on a boat 
three miles off Lundy. 


THE RESERVOIRS: A Pink-footed Goose at 
Chew (21st-22nd) was unseasonal. A Goldeneye 
was there on three dates. A Great White Egret 
started the month at Chew and moved to 
Blagdon (23rd). Chew had an Osprey (5th), two 
Little Ringed Plovers (9th), 10 Black-tailed 
Godwits, a Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Dunlin, 
two Yellow-legged Gulls, two Common Terns, a 
Mediterranean Gull (26th) and ten Hobbies. 

OTHER SITES: Quails were at Puxton Moor 
(9th) and Marshfield (from 19th), where there 
was a Grasshopper Warbler (27th) and two 
Yellow Wagtails. Nightjars were at a Mendip site. 
Two unseasonal Black Redstarts were reported. 
The presumed House/Spanish Sparrow hybrid 
remained in Eastville, Bristol. 

Jane Cumming 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


JERSEY: A Golden Oriole and Firecrests were 
between La Coupe headland and Saie Harbour. 
A Golden Oriole and Short-toed Treecreepers 
were the north-east tip of Jersey. Grosnez and 
Plemont had nine Puffins, 15 Razorbills, a few 
Guillemots, hundreds of Fulmars and Manx 
Shearwaters, 1,000 Balearic Shearwaters, 
Gannets and Storm Petrels. Choughs, 
Stonechats and Dartford Warblers bred at 
Plemont and Les Landes. The Ecrehous reef held 
four Roseate Terns, a Little Tern, 70 pairs of 
Common Tern, 70 Sandwich Terns and nesting 
Little Egrets. Sixteen pairs of Marsh Harriers 
nested. Fifty Barn Owl chicks were ringed and 25 
pairs of Long-eared Owls located. The Wetlands 
Centre held four pairs of Little Grebes, 35 Tufted 
Ducks, five Pochards, two Gadwall, three pairs of 
Oystercatchers, Common and Green 
Sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwits, Redshanks, 


NORTH DEVON: A Merlin was on the Taw 
Estuary. Good numbers of Manx Shearwaters 
passed Ilfracombe. Braunton had four Green 
Sandpipers and three Little Egrets. Powler’s 
Piece, near Hartland, had three Nightjars and a 
Tree Pipit. Two Willow Tits fed a juvenile at 
Lower Tamar Lake. 

SOUTH DEVON: Exmouth had nine 
Ring-necked Parakeets, three Mediterranean 
Gulls, a Bonaparte’s Gull, Great Northern Diver, 
three Common Terns and a Little Gull. The Plym 
Estuary had a Whimbrel, three Little Egrets, 
seven Mediterranean Gulls, 30 Mandarins, a 
Black tailed Godwit and 21 Curlews. Three 
Nightjars were at Stover, with four at Bovey 
Heathfield. Prawle Point had an Arctic Skua, 
Pomarine Skua, 14 Puffins, eight Common 
Scoters and 175 Manx Shearwaters. 

Berry Head had 91 Puffins, a Great Northern 
Diver, three Mediterranean Gulls, 600 
Guillemots, 111 Kittiwakes, a Balearic Shearwater, 
two Great Skuas, two Storm Petrels, six 
Sandwich Terns, 76 Gannets, 760 Manx 
Shearwaters, an Arctic Skua and 14 Common 
Scoters. A Turtle Dove was at Brixton. Venford 
Reservoir had a Cuckoo, Tree Pipit, Pied 
Flycatchers, Spotted Flycatchers and two 
Redstarts. Mardon had a Peregrine, Cuckoo, two 
Garden Warblers and several Crossbills. 

Bowling Green Marsh had a Spoonbill, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Caspian Tern, 

Rose-coloured Starling, Spotted Redshank, 
seven Mediterranean Gulls, four Greenshanks, 
three Whimbrels, two Bar-tailed Godwits and a 
Red Kite. The Otter Estuary had a Goosander 
with 13 juveniles, and a Cuckoo. Seaton had eight 
Little Egrets and 55 Shelducks. Dawlish had an 
Alpine Swift. Red Kites flew over Paignton and 


South Molton. The Exe Estuary had five 
Whimbrels. Teignmouth had a Mediterranean 
Gull. Two Pomarine Skuas and 14 Mediterranean 
Gulls were at Torbay. 

THURLESTONE BAY: Highlights included 
three Common Scoters, 71 Gannets, 15 Fulmars, 
300 Manx Shearwaters, two Balearic 
Shearwaters, a Marsh Harrier, Osprey, Little 
Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, two Ringed Plovers, 
39 Oystercatchers, a Sanderling, four Dunlin, a 
Curlew, Green Sandpiper, Arctic Skua, four 
Mediterranean Gulls, 27 Sandwich Terns, two 
Common Terns, a Puffin, 78 Swifts and two 
Yellow Wagtails. 

Harvey Kendall and Mike Passman 
(thurlestonebaybirds.co.uk) 


DORSET 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Whooper Swan was at Avon 
Causeway (2nd-6th) and Abbotsbury Swannery 
(18th). The Ring-necked Duck was seen several 
times at Radipole RSPB. Quails were at 
Camedown (8th), Dorchester Downs (three on 
9th), Badbury Rings (11th), Tarrant Rushton AF 
(14th), Cranborne (15th), West Lulworth (20th), 
Winspit (29th) and Piddletrenthide (three on 
24th). A Little Bittern was at Lodmoor RSPB 
(1st). Great White Egrets were at several sites. 
Spoonbills on Brownsea Lagoon peaked at six. 

A Glossy Ibis was at several sites (9th-23rd). A 
Honey Buzzard flew over Morden Bog (30th). 
Ospreys, Red Kites and Hobbies were at various 
sites. A Stone-curlew was at Lytchett Heath 
(18th). Little Ringed Plovers were at Lytchett Bay 
(24th), with three there (29th), and Stanpit 
Marsh (two on 28th). A Little Gull was at 
Lodmoor, with a White-winged Black Tern there 
(26th). Two Puffins were off Portland Bill (7th). 
Turtle Doves were at Southwell and West 
Bexington (19th). Eleven Cuckoos were noted. 

An Alpine Swift was at Durlston CP (11th). 
Marsh Warblers were at Ringstead Bay (7th) and 
Lodmoor (22nd-23rd). Rose-coloured Starlings 
were on Portland (11th) and Bere Regis (12th). A 
Golden Oriole was at Portland Bird Observatory 
(8th-9th), with a Serin there (22nd). A Dark-eyed 
Junco was in Abbotsbury (21st). 

Robin Trundle 


ISLES OF SCILLY 


HIGHLIGHTS: The long-staying Cetti’s Warbler 
moved from Porth Hellick to Lower Moors on St 
Mary’s. A Pied Flycatcher was on Tresco (1st). 
Turtle Doves were on St Mary’s and Tresco. Two 
Spoonbills and a Golden Oriole were at Porth 
Hellick (2nd), when a Red-backed Shrike was at 
Watermill and Quails on the Airport and 
Garrison. A Melodious Warbler and Golden 
Oriole were at Lower Moors, a Common 
Rosefinch at Porth Hellick and a Short-toed Lark 
on the airport (3rd). The Common Rosefinch 
was seen again (4th and 15th). 

The second Great Reed Warbler of the year 
was at Porth Hellick (8th), when a Red-backed 
Shrike was on Tresco at New Grimsby. A Golden 
Oriole was around Lower Moors and four Sooty 
Shearwaters with 1,000 Manx Shearwaters near 
Annet (10th). An unseasonal Jack Snipe was at 
Porth Hellick, a Hoopoe at Rocky Hill and a 
Great Northern Diver near Annet (13th). A 
Golden Oriole was in the Longstone/Holy Vale 
area (14th), when a Hobby flew over Holy Vale, 
and two Arctic Skuas and a Great Skua were 
noted from the Scillonian. A Marsh Harrier spent 
the second half of the month over Samson. 

The first three Wilson’s Petrels were south of 
the islands (17th), when three Cory’s Shearwaters 
were seen from the Scillonian and the first 
returning Mediterranean Gull was in Tresco 


Channel. A Bee-eater was over Porth Hellick and 
Longstone (21st), and near Bar Point (22nd). A 
Mistle Thrush on Shipman Head Down was 
unseasonal (24th). A Hobby flew over Parting 
Carn, St Mary’s and a Cory’s Shearwater seen 
from Peninnis (27th). A Hobby was over St Agnes 
and two Black-tailed Godwits at Porth Hellick 
(28th). A Quail was at Longstone and a 
Black-tailed Godwit on Lower Moors (30th). 
WillWagstaff 


SOUTH EAST 


Highlights 


In association with 




Rare Bird W {ert 


Perhaps the 
most exciting 

bird of the month in the region 
during June was a Marsh 
Sandpiper at Cliffe Pools RSPB, 
Kent from 19th to 27th. Was this 
the same individual which turned 
up at Minsmere RSPB on 10 July? 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: There were 35 Arctic Terns at 
Brogborough Lake (16th). A Sanderling was at 
Chimney Corner (7th). A Quail was at Sutton 
(1st). 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


BERKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was at Eton Wick 
(4th). 

DINTON PASTURES CP: Highlights included 
up to three Oystercatchers (7th-17th) and two 
Black-tailed Godwits (30th). 

FOBNEY MEADOW, READING: Highlights 
included one or two Oystercatchers (25th-26th) 
and up to three Black-tailed Godwits (26th-28th). 

MOOR GREEN LAKES: Highlights included up 
to four Oystercatchers (2nd-16th), one or two 
Black-tailed Godwits (26th-30th) and a 
Greenshank(3rd). 

THEALE GP: Highlights included up to seven 
Red-crested Pochards (2nd-19th) and one or two 
Oystercatchers (2nd-29th). 

OTHER SITES: An Oystercatcher was at 
Woolhampton GP (9th) and four were at Green 
Park, Reading (27th). Five Curlew were at 
Welford (1st) and one was at Compton Downs 
(9th). Up to 14 Sanderlings were at Queen 
Mother Reservoir (1st-2nd). A Black Redstart was 
at Wokingham (2nd-25th). 

Marek Walford(www.berksbirds.co.uk) 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was on Dorney 
Common (4th) and up to three Quail were at 
Pitstone Hill (5th-23rd). Two Turtle Doves were 
at the private Arncott MOD site (22nd) and a 
Nightjar was at Loosley Row (19th). 

COLLEGE LAKE: There was a Ringed Plover 
(1st-3rd) and a Black-tailed Godwit (28th). 
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LITTLE MARLOW GP: There were two Dunlin 
(9th and 10th) and a Mediterranean Gull (25th). 

OTHER SITES: A Garganey was at Stowe (4th) 
and two Crossbills were at Hall Barn Estate (9th) 
and Backwood (26th). 

Adam Bassett (www.bucksbirdclub.co.uk) 


HAMPSHIRE 


BLASHFORD LAKES: Two Little Terns were on 
Ibsley Water (3rd), with one (to 5th). There was a 
Marsh Harrier (10th and 21st), two Hobbies, two 
Whimbrels (1st) and a Common Sandpiper. A 
Wigeon was on Ivy Lake (1st). A Marsh Harrier 
was at Somerley Park (17th). 

HILL HEAD-HAMBLE: The Squacco Heron 
returned to the Posbrook Floods (8th-9th), with 
a Great White Egret there (11th). Titchfield 
Haven held two Roseate Terns (28th), a 
Garganey (28th-30th), Spoonbill, Common 
Sandpiper (2nd), seven Sanderling (9th), a Green 
Sandpiper (10th), 90 Avocets, 75 Black-tailed 
Godwits, a Greenshank, Goshawk (28th) and 
eight Common Scoters (9th). Hook-with- 
Warsash had a Yellow-legged Gull, Whimbrel, 
Sanderling, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper and 
Little Ringed Plover. An Osprey flew over 
Hamble Common (22nd). 

LANGSTONE HARBOUR: Farlington had a 
Spoonbill (22nd), Common Sandpiper and 
Greenshank. On Hayling Island, three Manx 
Shearwaters passed Sandy Point (13th). Four 


pairs of Cattle Egrets bred at Langstone Mill 
Pond, the first breeding record for Hampshire 

LYMINGTON-MILFORD-ON-SEA: 

Pennington Marshes had a Red-necked 
Phalarope (1st), three Spoonbills, a Green 
Sandpiper (19th), Spotted Redshank (23rd), two 
Greenshanks (29th), a Grey Plover, Whimbrel, 
Turnstone, Knot, 28 Curlews, 125 Black-tailed 
Godwits, five Sanderling, 75 Dunlin, two Brent 
Geese, two Pintails, five Goosanders and 34 
Eiders. Seven shearwaters off Milford-on-Sea 
(8th) were too distant for specific identification. 
There were also records there of Fulmar, 
Common Scoter, Shag and Kittiwake. 

OTHER SITES: An Icterine Warbler was at 
Colemore (18th-19th). The Squacco Heron 
dropped in at Testwood Lakes (2nd). Thirty 
Cattle Egrets flew over Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 
(8th). Great White Egrets were at Weston Shore 
(1st) and Lepe (23rd). A Whooper Swan at Avon 
Causeway (2nd-8th) was unseasonal. Three 
Quails were at Over Wallop (8th). There was 
an Osprey at Bransbury Common (9th), 

Marsh Harrier at Fishlake Meadows (29th) 
and Hen Harrier over the M3 at North 
Warnborough (4th). 

Tom Jordan 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two Garganeys were at Rye 
Meads and another at Maple Cross (2nd-3rd). A 
Spotted Redshank flew over Rye Meads (29th). 


An Osprey was at Amwell NR (27th). A Curlew 
Sandpiper was at Tyttenhanger GP (24th), with 
two Common Scoters there (26th). A Kittiwake 
was at Stockers Lake (11th). A few Quails were 
found. 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enguiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


KENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: An adult Marsh Sandpiper was 
at Cliffe Pools RSPB (19th-27th at least). A Serin 
sang at Littlestone-on-Sea all month. A Hoopoe 
was at Sandwich Bay (3rd). Elmley N N R had a 
Cattle Egret (3rd & 14th), and there were three at 
Kenardington (20th). A male Golden Oriole was 
at Shuart (9th), with one at Stodmarsh N NR 
(10th). A Honey Buzzard drifted over Dungeness 
RSPB (11th), with it or the same over the N N R 
the next day, one over North Foreland (17th), and 
one over Hythe (18th). A Bee-eater flew over 
Cliffe (21st), and two were at Dungeness NNR 
(24th). A first-summer Montagu’s Harrier was 
over St Marys Bay (21st). An adult Purple Heron 
was at Stodmarsh NNR (22nd & 30th), with it or 
another at Grove Ferry NNR (29th). A 
first-summer female Red-footed Falcon flew 
north at Hope Point. 


SURREY 


HIGHLIGHTS:Aprobablemale Hen Harrier 
was at Thursley Common (19th). A probable 
adult Spotted Redshank was at Tices Meadow 
(24th). A Wood Sandpiper was at Pudmore 
Pond, Thursley Common (26th). An adult 
Caspian Gull flew down the Thames at West 
Molesey (30th). Ten Sanderlings were at Queen 
Mary Reservoir (1st). 


SUSSEX 


EAST SUSSEX: Three Bee-eaters flew over 
West Rise Marsh towards Eastbourne (7th). A 
Quail was singing at Telscombe Tye (2nd). An 
Osprey was over Weir Wood Reservoir (4th), and 
one was at Peacehaven (9th). A Nightjar was in a 
garden at Firle (7th). Two drake Garganey were 
at Rye Harbour NR (9th). A Great White Egret 
was at Cuckmere Haven (14th). A first-summer 
Little Gull was at The Midrips (16th). 

Cuckmere Haven had a female or immature 
Black Redstart (23rd). 

WEST SUSSEX: A Squacco Heron was at 
Pagham Harbour LNR (11th). A Melodious 
Warbler sang at Butcherland NR, Ebernoe 
Common (5th). Five Cattle Egrets were 
recorded at Thorney Island (10th), and one was 
over Sidlesham Ferry (17th). A Red-necked 
Phalarope was recorded at Pulborough Brooks 
RSPB (13th-14th). A Honey Buzzard was seen 
briefly soaring over Arundel (1st). A ringtail 
Montagu s Harrier hunted at Medmerry 
RSPB (23rd). > 
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Drake Green-winged Teal, 
Cley Marshes, Norfolk, * 
22 June 





970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 

twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 

facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


NORFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS: Horsey had a Lesser Grey Shrike 
(8th-17th), Marsh Warbler (12th) and Red-backed 
Shrike (16th). A Marsh Warbler was at Kelling 
Water Meadows (15th). Red-backed Shrikes were 
at Blakeney Point (12th), Thornham (12th) and 
Winterton (14th). A Squacco Heron was at Cley 
and then Stiffkey (from 29th). The Purple Heron 
remained at Titchwell, with a Lesser Yellowlegs 
there (from 29th). Thirteen Western Cattle 
Egrets cruised around North Norfolk. A 
Green-winged Teal was at Cley (from 19th). A 
Bee-eater flew over Horsey (6th), with two over 
Northrepps (23rd) and Overstrand (29th). A 
Black-winged Stilt was at Burnham Overy and 
Norton Marshes. Honey Buzzards flew over 
Weeting Heath (6th), Coltishall (7th), 
Sheringham (13th) and Wells (29th). 

BREYDON WATER: There were two Great 
White Egrets, a Short-eared Owl (12th & 14th) 
and three Spoonbills. Bitterns bred successfully. 
Maxima included 17 Little Egrets, 73 Greylags, 

20 Canada Geese, 24 Egyptian Geese, 14 


Red-backed Shrike, 
Winterton, Norfolk, 
June 



EAST ANGLIA 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rare Bird 



A male Lesser 
Grey Shrike 
was a major 

attraction at Horsey, Norfolk (8th 
to 17th). Almost as exciting was a 
Squacco Heron in the same 
county, initially seen at Cley 
Marshes NWT, then moving west 
through Stiffkey (and across The 
Wash, during early July). 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The Great Grey Shrike remained 
at Needingworth (to 9th). Two Black-necked 
Grebes were at Stapleford (24th-25th). Two 
Common Scoters were at Grafham Water (16th). 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 


Male Ruff, 

Titchwell Marsh RSPB, Norfolk, 
23 June 



Gadwall, 453 Shelducks plus 10 broods, 81 
Black-tailed Godwits, 112 Avocets, 112 Curlews, 
eight Knot, seven Sanderling, a Spotted 
Redshank, Greenshank, four Whimbrels and 35 
Med Gulls. Five pairs of Little Grebes nested. 

Few terns were seen, but included seven 
Sandwich Terns and just nine Common Terns. 

NOA HOLME: Maxima included 90 Common 
Scoters, three Fulmars, 14 Gannets, 30 Little 
Terns, 128 Sandwich Terns, four Common Terns, 
five Med Gulls, two Kittiwakes, three Turtle 
Doves, five Cuckoos, two Grasshopper Warblers, 
two Golden Plovers, four Stonechats, six Dunlin, 
350 Swifts, four Bullfinches, two Hobbies, four 
Little Egrets, seven Spoonbills, 32 Black-tailed 
Godwits, five Mistle Thrushes, four Whimbrels, 
30 Lapwings, two Siskins, two Spotted 
Redshanks, two Common Sandpipers, two 
Green Sandpipers, seven Bar-tailed Godwits, a 
Red Kite, Spotted Flycatcher, Little Ringed 
Plover, Greenshank, Wigeon, Eider, Great White 
Egret, Quail, Ring-necked Parakeet, Grey 
Wagtail, Barn Owl, Kingfisher, Crossbill, 
Yellowhammer, Nuthatch and Treecreeper. 

NOA REDWELL MARSH: Turtle Doves were 
seen regularly. There was a Barn Owl, two 


Cuckoos and a Cetti s Warbler. 

Pete Allard, Sophie Barker (www.noa.org.uk) and 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


SUFFOLK 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Broad-billed Sandpiper was at 
Minsmere and Hollesley (1st), then Orford 
(1st-4th). A White-winged Black Tern was at 
Minsmere (29th-30th). A Woodchat Shrike was 
at Kessingland (9th-10th) and a Red-backed 
Shrike at Westleton Heath (15th). A Greenish 
Warbler was at Normanston (7th). A Marsh 
Warbler was at Oulton Marshes (5th-6th). Two 
Savi s Warbler were at Minsmere, with another at 
Carlton Marshes (29th). An Iberian Chiffchaff 
was at Dunwich Heath (to 19th). A Bee-eater 
flew over Landguard NR (24th), with one over 
Minsmere and Corton (29th) and two over 
Aldeburgh and Walberswick (29th). A Hoopoe 
was at Landguard NR (23rd). A Montagus 
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Harrier was at Falkenham Marshes (4th-6th), 
then Shingle Street and Havergate Island (9th). 
A Honey Buzzard flew over Westleton Heath 
(26th) and Beccles (29th). 

Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068700245. Calls to 09068700245 
from a land line or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your phone company access charge. 
Service provided by Birdline East Anglia; for 
enquiries please call 0550 555 6946 or 07941555 
970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk 
twitter.com/BirdlineEAnglia 
facebook.com/robin.chittenden7 


MIDLANDS 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rjrv Birdvlert 




One story 
completely 
dominated Midlands rare bird 
news during June: the finding (and 
subsequent weekend lingering) of 
a male Little Bustard at Slimbridge 
WWT, Gloucestershire. That was 
the sort of rare bird most of us can 
only dream of ever finding. 


DERBYSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Bittern at Carr Vale (from 
20th) was the first summer record there. A 
Ruddy Shelduck was at Kedleston Lake. A 
Bee-eater flew over White Edge (29th). Reports 
of a Crane over Monyash (7th) and a 
Rose-coloured Starling at Repton (8th) need 
verification. Quails were at Whitwell (4th), 
Parsley Hay (16th), Edale (five on 23rd), Elton 
Common (two from 23rd) and Kinder Reservoir 
(24th). 


Egrets, two Egyptian Geese, 43 Gadwall, a 
Red-crested Pochard, five Pochards, 26 Tufted 
Ducks, an Oystercatcher, nine Common Terns, 
three Cetti s Warblers, a Sanderling, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Green Sandpiper, Kingfisher and 150 
Swifts. 

MIDDLETON MOOR: Two Shelducks, an 
Osprey and 12 Curlews were noted. 

OGSTON RESERVOIR: Highlights included 
three Little Egrets, four Gadwall, six Teal, 30 
Tufted Ducks, four Oystercatchers, two Little 
Ringed Plovers, four Ringed Plovers, two 
Curlews, a Dunlin, Common Sandpiper, two 
Common Terns, a Goosander, Hobby, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Green Sandpiper, 100 
Swifts, two Kingfishers, a Stonechat, Spotted 
Flycatcher and Tree Sparrow. A Dipper was on 
the River Amber. 

WILLINGTON GP: There was a Wigeon, two 
Oystercatchers, nine Common Terns, a 
Greenshank, 16 Black-tailed Godwits and 61 
Swifts. 

OTHER SITES: Church Wilne had a Hobby, two 
Common Terns and five Arctic Terns. Four 
Ring-necked Parakeets were at Alvaston Park, 
with singles at Duffield and Alfreton. 

Rod Key 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


COTSWOLDS: A Red-backed Shrike was at 
Shab Hill, Birdlip (26th). Six Quails were in the 
Leighterton and Tresham area, with a Turtle 
Dove there (12th). Another Quail was at 
Southrop (26th). A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
was at Coates. A Firecrest was at Stow-on-the- 
Wold. Cotswold Water Park sightings included 
an Osprey (2nd) and a Great White Egret (1st). 


CARR VALE: There was a Little Egret, 43 
Gadwall, three Teal, two Pochards, a Shoveler, 
Mandarin, Peregrine, Hobby, Water Rail, two 
Oystercatchers, two Little Ringed Plovers, four 
Common Terns, two Red Kites, nine Black-tailed 
Godwits, a Curlew, Barn Owl, Cetti s Warbler and 
Raven. 

CARSINGTON WATER: Highlights included 
seven Little Grebes, 45 Great Crested Grebes, 

22 Cormorants, two Little Egrets, seven Barnacle 
Geese, nine Gadwall, three Shovelers, 86 Tufted 
Ducks, a Teal, Pochard, Common Scoter, 
Peregrine, eight Buzzards, three Little Ringed 
Plovers, four Ringed Plovers, 15 Oystercatchers, 
10 Redshanks, a Dunlin, Common Sandpiper, 
Curlew, Hobby, two Ospreys, 26 Black-tailed 
Godwits, a Knot, Green Sandpiper, Turnstone, 
Mediterranean Gull, two Yellow-legged Gulls, 
three Common Terns, a Cuckoo, Spotted 
Flycatcher, five Ravens and 25 Tree Sparrows. 

DRAKELOW: There were two Little Egrets, four 
Mandarins, 17 Gadwall, two Teal, two 
Oystercatchers, two Hobbies, a Common 
Sandpiper and 170 Swifts. 

EREWASH MEADOWS: There were two Little 
Egrets, 18 Gadwall, two Oystercatchers, two 
Redshanks, two Common Terns, three Shovelers, 
a Mandarin, Hobby, nine Black-tailed Godwits, a 
Barn Owl and Kingfisher. 

HIGHBRIDGEGP: A Greenshank, two 
Redshanks, a Common Tern and six Little Egrets 
were noted. 


FOREST OF DEAN: Up to three Hawfinches, 
including juveniles, were at Nagshead, 
Mitcheldean and Hope Wood. A Firecrest was at 
Flaxley Woods 

LOWER SEVERN VALE: Highlight was a Little 
Bustard at Slimbridge WWT (23rd-26th). A 
Quail was at Fretherne (26th). The Frampton 
Pools and Saul Warth area had a Great White 
Egret, Green Sandpiper and Yellow-legged Gull. 
Eight Common Sandpipers were at Berkeley 
Shore (30th). 

UPPER SEVERN VALE: A Black Kite flew over 
the M5 near Cheltenham (25th). A Night Heron 
was in Pittville Park, Cheltenham (30th). A Great 
White Egret was at St. Peters Park, Cheltenham 
(11th). Coombe Hill Meadows had a Garganey 
(30th), four Shovelers, two Green Sandpipers 
and three Common Sandpipers. Ashleworth 
Ham had three Teal, a Little Ringed Plover and 
Green Sandpiper. 

Andy Jayne (01452 506 502) 


HEREFORDSHIRE 


BROCKHALLGP: There were six 
Oystercatchers, six Lapwings, a Common 
Sandpiper, two Shelducks and a Cuckoo (1st). 

WELLINGTON GP: There were two Sanderling 
and a Ringed Plover (2nd), two Dunlin (3rd), a 
Caspian Gull and four Sanderling (4th), a 
Ring-necked Duck (15th-25th), Wood Sandpiper 
(26th), and a Cattle Egret, five Oystercatchers, a 
Green Sandpiper, Little Egret and 17 Greylags 
(27th), 


LONG EATON GP: There were two Little 


OTHER SITES: A Quail was at Stretford Bridge 


(4th). A Nightjar was at Moccas (15th) 
JTilbyandNPegler 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Two unseasonal records 
involved a Brambling at Grimston (15th) and a 
Whooper Swan at Groby Pool (7th-8th), the 
latter having been released from RSPCA care in 
Cheshire in April. Swithland Reservoir had 60 
Mute Swans (27th). Eyebrook Reservoir had a 
Garganey (6th), and a Marsh Harrier and two 
Green Sandpipers (21st). New gravel workings 
near Kegworth attracted a Mediterranean Gull 
(27th) and four Green Sandpipers (30th). Five 
Black-tailed Godwits were at Wanlip Meadows 
(29th). 

Steve Lister (01509 829 495) 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Three Cattle Egrets remained at 
Stanwick GP, with another at Blatherwycke Lake 
(26th). A Bee-eater heard over Byfield (28th) was 
only the fourth county record. A Spoonbill at 
Summer Leys was prevented from landing by 
gulls. A Great White Egret was at Thrapston GP 
(14th), with two (28th). Quails were at Sywell 
(15th), Mears Ashby (15th & 24th, with two on 
23rd), Kentle Wood (22nd) and Harrington 
Airfield (30th). 

EARLS BARTON GP: There was an Arctic Tern 
(1st), 11 Black-tailed Godwits, two Common 
Sandpipers and a Peregrine. 

HOLLOWELL RESERVOIR: Two Ospreys 
visited. Waders included a Grey Plover (7th), 
Dunlin, Green Sandpiper and four Little Ringed 
Plovers. A Yellow-legged Gull and Ruddy 
Shelduck were regular. 

PITSFORD RESERVOIR: Ospreys visited 
several times. A Red-crested Pochard, 
Yellow-legged Gull and Hobby were seen. 

RAVENSTHORPE RESERVOIR: There was a 
Grey Plover (26th), two Green Sandpipers and a 
Yellow-legged Gull. 

STANFORD RESERVOIR: An Osprey, Hobby, 
Curlew and Common Sandpiper were seen. 


OTHER SITES: Ospreys were at Thrapston GP, 
Biggin Lake, Oundle, Brixworth and 
Irthlingborough. An unseasonal Short-eared Owl 
was near Grendon (6th). A Crossbill was at 
Denton Wood (17th). Redstarts visited Moreton 
Pinkney (22nd) and Lamport (26th). Three 
Red-crested Pochards were at Clifford Hill GP. 
Bob Bullock (01604 627262) 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Up to two Honey Buzzards have 
been regular up at Welbeck Raptor 
Watchpoint. A Firecrest was noted at North 
Wheatley (25th). 

LANGFORD LOWFIELDS RSPB: Three 
Sanderlings were present (1st), and other waders 
included a Curlew, Green Sandpiper, four Dunlin 
and a Black-tailed Godwit. Up to five 
Yellow-legged Gulls were noted, a Med Gull and 
a regular Caspian Gull. Seven Sandwich Terns 
were also noted (28th). 

ATTENBOROUGH NR: An Osprey was noted 
(1st). Waders included six Dunlin, a Green 
Sandpiper and several small groups of 
Black-tailed Godwit. A Med Gull was also noted. 

LOUND: A Little Tern was seen (1st). Several 
Great White Egrets were seen throughout. A 
decent count of 155 Gadwall was made. Two 
Curlew, a Greenshank, Dunlin, Green Sandpiper 
and several Black-tailed Godwits were the best of 
the waders. Three Spotted Flycatchers were 
noted, and a Grasshopper Warbler (18th). 

OTHER SIGHTINGS: Two Sandwich Terns 
were at Kilvington (25th). Three Med Gulls were 
at Holme Pierrepont, and another at Nethefield 
(28th). Spalford recorded two Caspian Gulls, 
eight Yellow-legged Gulls and a Med Gull. 
Black-tailed Godwits began their autumn 
passage, with birds at Idle Washlands, Holme 
Pierrepont and Netherfield, as well as 30 at 
Collingham. Threes Sanderlings were at Holme 
Pierrepont (4th). Green Sandpipers were noted 
at Holme Pierrepont and Netherfield. A decent 
count of 24 Little Egrets was made at 
Hoveringham. Two unseasonal Whooper Swans 
were at Besthorpe. Seven Common Scoters were 
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at Hoveringham (26th) and one at Holme 
Pierrepoint (27th). Tree Pipits were recorded at 
Thoresby (19th) and Rufford Pit (8th). A Turtle 
Dove was noted at Holme Pierrepont (2nd). 
Eleven Corn Buntings were at Osberton. Six 
Willow Tits were noted at Huthwaite. Six 
Hawfinches were seen at Thoresby. Quail were 
heard at Pleasley and Osberton. A Marsh Harrier 
was noted at Idle Washlands (9th) and two were 
there (21st). 

Tom Shields 


RUTLAND 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rutland Water had a Bittern 
(2nd), Great White Egret (all month) and three 
Little Terns (20th). A Great White Egret flew 
over Pilton (10th). 

RUTLAND WATER: The count (11th) produced 
389 Gadwall, 26 Shovelers, 162 Tufted Ducks, 

106 Great Crested Grebes, 391 Coots, a Pintail, 
Garganey and Red-crested Pochard. There were 
three Wigeon (21st). Hobbies and Marsh Harriers 
were regular. There were two Grey Plovers, two 
Avocets, 19 Oystercatchers and six Redshanks 
(11th), 25 Ringed Plovers (1st), a Turnstone 
(6th-8th) and five Sanderling (6th). A Green 
Sandpiper (16th) may have been an early 
returning bird. There were five Yellow-legged 
Gulls (28th). Cetti s Warblers were heard at 
Egleton. 

OTHER SITES. Three pairs of Gadwall and a 
pair of Shovelers bred at Fort Henry Ponds. 
Curlews were at Barrow and Cottesmore Airfield. 
Two pairs of Red Kites were confirmed breeding. 
Three Barn Owl broods were ringed. Little Owls 
were at Barrow, Pilton and Wing. A Cetti s 
Warbler continued to sing at one site. Willow Tits 
were at Leighfield and Ridlington. 

Terry Mitcham 


SHROPSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Quails were at Prees and 
Noneley (1st) and Venus Pool (8th). An Osprey 
was at Venus Pool (8th). 

Richard Moores and Martyn Owen 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Red-necked Phalarope was at 
Belvide Reservoir (13th), where other sightings 
included a first-summer Little Gull (1st), Arctic 
Tern (8th), and a female Garganey (26th-27th). 

A Wood Sandpiper was at Middleton Lakes 
RSPB (5th). A Little Stint was at Blithfield 
Reservoir (8th), with a Little Tern there (14th), 
and an Osprey (16th). A Quail sang at 
Whitemoor Haye (1st-5th), with another at 
Hanchurch Woods (1st-21st), joined by a second 
(5th), and one was at Eccleshall (30th). A Great 
White Egret was at Aqualate Park (9th), with one 
at Doxey Marshes (21st-27th). The adult female 
Long-tailed Duck remained around 
Tucklesholme Quarry SWT. 


WARWICKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Eg ret at Lady wal k was 
a site first. Also there were four Garganeys, a 
Curlew, Green Sandpiper, Little Ringed Plover, 
Marsh Tit and Willow Tit. Avocet, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Little Ringed Plover, Mediterranean 
Gull and Caspian Gull were at Brandon Marsh. 
Morton Bagot had a Shelduck, Green Sandpiper, 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Little Ringed 
Plover, Lesser Redpoll and two Avocets. Avocets 
were also at Salford Priors along with a Little 
Ringed Plover, Green Sandpiper, Raven and 
Corn Bunting. 

Clare Topping 


WEST MIDLANDS 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Goshawk flew over Stubbers 
Green pools. A Black Redstart was in 



Birmingham city centre. Red Kites were over 
Sandwell Valley, Wednesbury, Marsh Lane and 
Rushall. Marsh Lane held two Garganeys, an 
Osprey, Whooper Swan, eight Black-tailed 
Godwits and Mediterranean Gulls. Little Egrets 
nested in the county for the first time. A Willow 
Tit was at Sheepwash Urban Park. Cuckoos were 
at Sutton Park, Marsh Lane, Sandwell Valley and 
near the Botanical Gardens. 

Pete Hackett (01213582454) 


WORCESTERSHIRE 


AVON VALLEY: A Quail was on Bredon Hill. 

CENTRAL: An Osprey was at Westwood Pool. 

GRIMLEY/HOLT: A Ring-necked Duck was at 
Grimley (10th-20th). 

LOWER SEVERN VALLEY: A Black-tailed 
Godwit and Avocet were at Clifton. A 
Grasshopper Warbler was at Upton-upon- 
Severn. 

MALVERN HILLS & COMMONS: A 

Ring-necked Parakeet was at Malvern Link. 

NORTH: A Great White Egret and Little Gull 
were at Bittell Reservoirs. A Mediterranean Gull 
was at Rubery. A Black Redstart was in the Wyre 
Forest. 

UPTON WARREN: Highlights included an 
Osprey, 14 Black-tailed Godwits, a Sandwich 
Tern, Black Tern and two Mediterranean Gulls. 
Brian Stretch (www.worcesterbirding.co.uk) 


WALES 


Highlights 


In association with 


Rare Birovlert 
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Rarities in Wales during June 
included Savis Warbler on 
Anglesey, Bonaparte’s Gull at the 
Llanelli Wetland Centre WWT, 
CarmartFien, and LaugFiing Gull 
on SkokFiolm, PembrokesFiire. 
TFiere was also an intriguing report 
of a Black-browed Warbler past 
RFios Point, Conwy (on 18th). 


ANGLESEY 


HOLYHEAD AREA: The Alaw Estuary held a 
Montagus Harrier (1st), Spoonbill (22nd), 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper and Cuckoo. 
South Stack had a Spotted Flycatcher, Crossbill, 
Cuckoo, Tree Sparrow, Little Owl and Hobby. A 
Green Woodpecker was at Penrhos CP. A Bittern 
was at Valley Wetlands. The Inland Sea held a 
Whooper Swan, five Black-tailed Godwits, two 
Common Sandpipers and six Mediterranean 
Gulls. 

OTHER SITES: Cors Ddyga had a Savis Warbler 
(from 14th), Great White Egret, two Spoonbills, 
an Osprey, Hobby, Marsh Harrier, Red Kite, 
Bittern, Barn Owl, Whooper Swan, Cuckoo, 
Kingfisher and Yellow Wagtail. The Cemlyn area 
held a Blyth s Reed Warbler (15th), Osprey, 
Cuckoo and four Mediterranean Gulls. Carmel 
Head had seven Spotted Flycatchers, a Tree 
Pipit, Crossbill, Hooded Crow and Mandarin. A 
passage of Red Kites included four at Cemaes, 
two at Amlwch and one at Llyn Coron. A 
Garganey was on the Cefni Reservoir. A Hoopoe 
was near Nebo (26th). 

Ken Croft 


BRECONSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: Quails were at Bwlch all month, 
and Llechfaen (9th). An Osprey was at 
Dolymynach Reservoir (11th). Three Little Terns 
were at Llangorse Lake (17th), with a Greenshank 
there (19th). Redshanks were at reservoirs in 
Crai, Cwmwysg and Claerwen (from 21st). 

LLANGORSE LAKE: Five broods of Mute 
Swan, over 50 Canada Geese goslings, three 
broods of Barnacle Geese and two young Great 
Crested Grebes were noted. The moult flock of 
Canada Geese numbered 420. Several families 
of Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts were seen. 
Lapwings raised several young from pairs at 
Cathedine, Llangasty and Pennorth. Four 
Curlews were probably failed breeders (24th). 

OTHER SITES: Goosander families were at 
Dolymynach Reservoir, Hay Bridge, Scethrog, 
Llanhamlach and Craig-y-nos Castle. Five Little 
Egrets were by the Wye at Ffordd Fawr, with two 
at Hay Bridge, Dderw Pool and Pencelli, and one 
at Felincamlais Pool (13th). Yellow Wagtails bred 
at Pencelli, with a Whitethroat there. A 
Grasshopper Warbler was at Lower Neuadd 
Reservoir (21st). Six Wood Warbler territories 
were at Halfway Forest. Crai Reservoir (22nd) 
held three territories of Common Sandpiper, two 
Redstart families, a Whitethroat and Whinchat. 

Llangynidr Reservoir held single territories of 
Common Sandpiper, Whinchat and Stonechat. 
Spotted Flycatchers appeared delayed in 
egg-laying, with nests at Hay Bridge (three 
territories), Fennifach and Trecastle. A pair of 
Willow Tits fed young at Pont-ar-Wysg with 
another territory nearby. Ten Tree Pipit territories 
were near Forest Lodge, Beacons, with three pairs 
of Stonechats and a Whinchat. Swifts were in 
lower numbers than usual. Hobbies were difficult 
to find. 

Andrew King, with Gareth Rees , Mark Waldron 
and www.brecknockbirds.co.uk 


CEREDIGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: There were 740 Manx 
Shearwaters at Aberystwyth and 14 Sanderling 
at Ynyslas (1st). Ynys-hir had a Yellow Wagtail 
(12th) and Spoonbill (21st). A Puffin passed New 
Quay and Aberporth (24th), when a Great 
Northern Diver was off Aberystwyth. The annual 
Mediterranean Gull post-breeding influx 
included 78 at Llanrhystud (26th). A Green 
Sandpiper and Hobby were at Cors Caron (27th). 
John A Davis (johndavisOmidwalesbirdwatching. 
co.uk) 


CLWYD 


COASTAL SITES: Point of Ayr logged 20 
Gannets, 12 Manx Shearwaters, 100 Common 
Scoters, 245 Shelducks, three Little Terns, 50 
Common Terns, five Sandwich Terns, two Knot, 
four Ringed Plovers, a Whimbrel and 10 Dunlin 
(18th). Gronant had a Quail, a record 172 pairs of 
Little Terns, 23 Sandwich Terns, 50 Dunlin and 
two Little Grebes (19th). Oakenholt Marsh had a 
Hobby (1st). A Grasshopper Warbler was 
between Hawarden Bridge and Deeside 
Industrial Park (16th). A Common Sandpiper was 
atQueensferry(24th). 

INLAND SITES: Minera Mountain had a Green 
Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush, Wheatear and 
several juvenile Stonechats, Sky Larks and 
Meadow Pipits. Oystercatchers were at Holt 
(12th). Garden birds included Chiffchaff with 
fledged young in Burton plus a continued influx 
of 28 Starlings (1st) and a Hobby (21st). Nesting 
House Martins chased off a Sparrowhawk (19th). 
Territorial Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Herring 
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NORTH EAST 


Whitethroat was seen (27th). Single Reed 
Warblers were seen (23rd & 24th). A juvenile 
Robin was netted and ringed (24th). Spotted 
Flycatchers were present with up to four during 
the first week, and then one (11th & 26th). A 
Black Redstart was seen at Amos (9th) and a 
single House Sparrow near the farm (6th). 
Sylwia Zbijewska 


RADNORSHIRE 


WYE VALLEY: At Glasbury were Greenshank, 
Green Sandpiper, Dunlin, Reed Warbler, Yellow 
Wagtail, Little Ringed Plover, Hobby and Tree 
Sparrow. At Cors y Llyn were Sedge Warbler, 

Tree Pipit, redpoll and Hobby. Spotted 
Flycatcher, Kingfisher and Dipper were at 
Rhayader and Wood Warbler, Tree Pipit and 
Little Owl at Doldowlodd. Little Egrets were at 
Llanfaredd, Cwmbach, Aberedw, Builth Road 
and Llowes. 

LLANDRINDOD LAKE: Thirty Black-headed 
Gulls and two Lesser Black- backed Gulls were 
seen as well as Reed Warbler, Canada Goose 
(34), Grey Heron, Tufted Duck (five), Coot 
(seven), Great Crested Grebe (five), Moorhen 
(two), Spotted Flycatcher, Redstart, Marsh Tit 
and Tree Pipit. 

OTHER SITES: Nightjars were at Radnor Forest, 
Abbeycwmhir, Bwlch y Sarnau and The 
Begwyns. Hobbys were at Presteigne, 
Newchurch, Crossgates and Hundred House. 
Curlew and Lapwing were near St. Harmon. 

Llyn Heilyn held Tufted Duck (six), Coot (18), 
Little Grebe, Garden Warbler, Whitethroat, 

Reed Bunting and Curlew. An Osprey was seen 
in the Elan Valley and Upper Wye area and 
at least three Quail were calling in the 
Evenjobb area. 

Pete Jennings, Radnorshire (vc43) Bird Recorder 
radnorshirebirds@hotmail.com Tel: 01588 680631 


N. IRELAND 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Black-necked Grebe was at 
Reedy Flats for a good part of the month, with 
two Garganeys there (8th). A Glossy Ibis was at 
Portmore Lough (from 12th). An American 
Golden Plover was on Rathlin Island (3rd). A 
Long-billed Dowitcher was at the WOW Belfast 
reserve (16th). A White-tailed Eagle was on 
Upper Lough Erne (7th). Hobbies were in the 
Antrim Hills (11th) and at Portmore Lough 
(25th). A Golden Eagle was at Fair Head (21st). 
Two Quails were at Corkey, Co. Antrim (25th). A 
Rose-coloured Starling was in a Donaghadee 
garden (11th). A Woodchat Shrike was at Orlock 
Point, Co. Down (23rd). 

Ian Graham 


H i g h I i g h ts ln association with 

Frampton Marsh Rare Rfmwterl 
RSPB, Lincolnshire, 
once more scored 
big with a Black-winged Pratincole 
for a few days (the third pratincole 
species to have occurred at the 
site!). A Sooty Tern was traced from 
Bempton Cliffs (East Yorkshire) 
north-west to Filey (North 
Yorkshire). Meanwhile, the Baikal 
Teal stayed on in Northumberland. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: The county’s second 
Black-winged Pratincole was at Frampton Marsh 
(18th-21st), with a Marsh Warbler (20th) and 
Temminck’s Stint (18th) also there. Gibraltar 
Point had a Temminck s Stint (3rd), two 
Bee-eaters (7th), the fifth Serin there this year 
(18th) and a Marsh Warbler (28th). A Little 
Bittern was at North Thoresby (4th). An Icterine 
Warbler was at Boultham Mere (11th). A Lesser 
Yellowlegs was at Middlemarsh Farm (28th). A 
Purple Heron was at Rimac (21st). 

FRAMPTON MARSH: There were multiple 
Curlew Sandpipers and Spoonbills, a Garganey, 
Red-crested Pochard, Mediterranean Gull, three 
Little Stints (3rd-4th), a Black-necked Grebe 
(from 6th), Short-eared Owl (to 18th), Little Gull 
(from 21st), Wood Sandpiper (20th) and Cattle 
Egret (22nd). 


Gulls regularly chased off a family of four 
Buzzards plus Sparrowhawks over Acton, 
Wrexham. 

Norman Hallas, Rev. Hugh Linn and 
Richard Smith 


EAST GLAMORGAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Blue-headed Wagtail was at 
Kenfig (10th). Also there was an unseasonal 
Great Northern Diver off Sker and 22 
Black-tailed Godwits at the pool. A Black Tern 
was at Ogmore Estuary early in the month. An 
Arctic Skua was off Lavernock. An unusual local 
record concerned a pair of Hawfinches breeding 
at Norton Church, Bridgend. The male of the 
pair was ringed as an adult near Parkend, Forest 
of Dean in 2017. 

Paul Roberts 


GWENT 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Wood Sandpiper was at 
Newport Wetlands (4th), with a Spoonbill there 
(8th-26th) and a Glossy Ibis (16th-22nd). 

NEWPORT WETLANDS: There wasa Fulmar 
(8th), Marsh Harrier intermittently (15th-22nd), 
350 Manx Shearwaters (16th) and four 
Mediterranean Gulls (16th). 

OTHER SITES: Five Yellow Wagtails were at 
Llanbadoc (1st). Mediterranean Gulls were at 
Peterstone Gout (two on 15th) and Collister Pill 
(17th). A Hawfinch was at Caerleon Church 
(18th). Two Grasshopper Warblers were at 
Waunafon Bog (22nd) 

Chris Hatch 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


SKOMER: Great Northern Diver was seen flying 
near Amos (2nd). Two adult Water Rails with 
four chicks were recorded in the North Valley 
Crossing (26th). There was a single Whimbrel 
seen in North Haven (18th). Black-tailed Godwits 
were present for much of June, with two 
(5th-8th), one (22nd-25th), and one (30th). 
Single Turnstone was seen on the main North 
Haven Beach (1st). Dunlin was present at Moorey 
Mere (3rd & 11th). Black-headed Gull was seen 
(23rd) and one Mediterranean Gull (24th). 
Collared Dove showed at the farm (3rd & 27th). 
There was a single male Cuckoo (3rd) and a 
female seen almost daily (8th-15th). Up to 32 
Swifts were seen (7th-29th). A female Kestrel 
was present (21st & 22nd). Single Blue Tits 
showed (19th, 22nd & 30th). A Sand Martin was 
recorded near Green Pond (17th). A maxima of 
six House Martins showed mostly at the 
beginning of the month, with one in North 
Haven (20th). A Chiffchaff was present (10th) 
and two (24th). There were three Willow 
Warblers (26th) and one (27th). Lesser 


GIBRALTAR POINT: There was a Great White 
Egret, Bearded Tit, two Turtle Doves and a late 
Redwing (1st), a Short-eared Owl, two 
Yellow-legged Gulls and a Crossbill (2nd), three 
Spoonbills (from 7th), two Red Kites (3rd), Black 
Redstarts (12th, 20th & 28th), three 
Mediterranean Gulls (13th), a Grey Wagtail 
(16th), Little Gulls (18th & 27th), a Tree Pipit 
(19th), Wood Sandpiper (21st), Curlew 
Sandpipers (from 22nd), two Grasshopper 
Warblers (23rd), a Green Sandpiper (24th), Quail 
(26th), two Spotted Redshanks (28th), a Puffin 
and a Razorbill (29th) and 10,094 Swifts (30th). 

OTHER SITES: Baston Pits held a Sanderling 
(9th), two Sandwich Terns (29th) and 24 
Black-tailed Godwits (30th). Two Cranes were 
reported from the Wash (14th). There were 14 
Spoonbills at Alkborough Flats (29th), with Little 
Gulls there (14th & 28th) and four Spotted 
Redshanks. A Spoonbill was at Tetney Marshes 
(22nd). A Pintail and Green Sandpiper were at 
Marston (26th). There were 24 Bearded Tits at 
Far Ings (24th). 

Josh Hedley 


NORTHUMBERLAND 


BERWICK: Three Whooper Swans flew north 
with Mute Swans (4th). A Whimbrel was at New 
Water Heugh (5th). Eighteen Curlew were at 
Yarrow Slake (19th), when the first returning 
post-breeding Redshank was present. There 
were 330 Mute Swans at Calot Shad (25th), and 
370 Kittiwakes were in the gull roost there the 
same day. Cheswick Dunes had 54 Linnets 
(27th). Three Puffins were on the sea at Needles 
Eye (29th). 


EAST YORKSHIRE 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret arrived at Tophill 
Low (4th), before moving to Hornsea Mere (6th). 
A Black-headed Bunting arrived at Flamborough 
(7th) and was joined by a Subalpine Warbler 
(8th), with a different Subalpine Warbler (24th). 
An Alpine Swift paused briefly at Flamborough 
(9th), but was resighted (15th). A Purple Heron 
was new at Blacktoft Sands (13th). A Sooty Tern 
was sighted off Bempton Cliffs (24th). 

FLAMBOROUGH: The month began with two 
Great White Egrets (1st), a Nightjar (6th) and a 
Black Guillemot (9th). A Golden Oriole came in 
(10th). 

HORNSEA MERE: There was a Spoonbill 
(2nd), a Mediterranean Gull (3rd), six Little 
Egrets (4th) and another Spoonbill (7th). A Great 


> 
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Lapwing Cottage (sleeps 
4) and Curlew Cottage 
(sleeps 2) newly renovated 
barn conversions at Cerrig 
Cynrig Farm on the 
beautiful Isle of Anglesey. 

High quality cottages with 
exposed beams, walk in 
showers, fully fitted modern 
kitchens, 50” TV, wifi and 
log burners. Stunning rural 
location adjacent to RSPB 
Valley Wetlands and just 
20 mins from RSPB South 
Stack. Year round wildlife 
interest with over 65 
species of birds recorded 
on site including Chough, 

Short Eared Owl, Stonechat, 

Wheatear, Golden Plover, Curlew and a booming Bittern. 
17 species of Butterfly and a myriad of other wildlife. 




Email: cerrigcottages@outlook.com 
Website: https://cerrig-cottages.business.site 



Frustrated by being told that you have to ‘just live with it’? 

The Tinnitus Clinic combines the latest in sound 
technology with modern therapies scientifically proven to 
reduce your tinnitus, stress and anxiety; improving sleep 
quality and general well-being. 

Take back control of your life, call The Tinnitus Clinic to 
make an appointment today. 


Freephone 0800 030 6617 

www.thetinnitusclinic.co.uk 
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conditions.” 8x42ED Reviewed by www.bestbinocularreviews.com 
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UK BIRD SIGHTINGS JUNE 


Female Montagu s Harrier, 
Alkborough Flats, North 
Lincolnshire, 

June 



Drake Baikal Teal, 
Druridge Pool, 
Northumberland, 
4June 



White Egret was present (14th) and there was a 
Garganey (15th). Six Hobbies were noted (29th). 

NORTH CAVE WETLANDS: There were two 
Garganey (12th). There were up to five Little 
Egrets and four Mediterranean Gulls. 

SPURN: HIGHLIGHTS: A Broad-billed 
Sandpiper was at Beacon Ponds (3rd-4th). A 
Rose-coloured Starling was at Sandy Beaches 
(4th-6th). A Pallid Swift flew south (20th). A 
Cattle Egret was at Holderness Field (8th). A 
Great White Egret passed through (12th). 

Kilnsea Wetlands held six Spoonbills, 30 Little 
Gulls, three Little Stints, two Wood Sandpipers 
and a Curlew Sandpiper. 

Two Long-tailed Skuas were seen (29th). 
There was a Bee-eater and Red-rumped 
Swallow (5th). Swift passage peaked at 7,115 
(30th) when five Hobbies were noted. There 
were 15 Spotted Flycatchers, two Turtle Doves, a 
Quail, Nightjar, Red-backed Shrike, Marsh 
Warbler and Serin. 

OTHER SITES: A Spoonbill flew over Pauli 


Holme Strays (2nd), an Osprey went over 
Cowden (4th) and an Osprey passed through 
Brandesburton (16th). A Bee-eater was seen at 
Bempton (2nd), with a Spoonbill there (21st). 
Quail were singing at High Eske (5th), Sunk 
Island (6th) and Rudston (17th). Tophill Low had 
a Spoonbill (2nd) with two Spoonbills (7th). A 
Marsh Warbler was at Grimston (13th) and a 
Caspian Gull stopped at Pauli Holme Strays 
(29th). 

Ian Marshall, (01482 627446), John Hewitt 
(07952295060) 


WEST YORKSHIRE 


BRADFORD: Fly Flatts had a Little Ringed 
Plover, 26 Dunlin, 19 Common Sandpipers, a 
Common Scoter (4th), Cuckoo (3rd) and 
Whinchat (26th). Spotted Flycatchers were at St 
Ives (2nd) and Upwood Farm (24th). 

Ospreys were at Lindley Wood Reservoir 
for a few days (from 5th) and over the Aire 
Valley (29th). Wood Warblers were at Heber s 
Ghyll (8th) and Otley (15th). Grasshopper 
Warblers were at Baildon (10th) and Shipley 
(20th). A Lesser Whitethroat was at Hollins Hill 


(23rd). Short-eared Owls were seen 
regularly on the moors west of Bradford. 
Long-eared Owls successfully fledged young. 
Several Nightjars returned to the plantations 
around Otley. 

LOWER AIRE VALLEY: The injured Whooper 
Swan was at Astley Lake (from 3rd). A male 
Red-crested Pochard, first seen in March, was 
again present on a few days. Up to four 
Spoonbills were seen on four days but mostly 
only briefly. Three Sanderlings (1st) was the end 
of the spring wader migration, with a few 
Black-tailed Godwits (from 22nd) indicating the 
start of the return passage. A Whimbrel that flew 
over (29th) was just the fourth June record and 
the first for 20 years. 

A couple of adult Mediterranean Gulls were 
noted on two days, with a second-summer at 
Astley Lake (28th). At least five pairs of Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls and two of Herring Gulls 
have chicks in the Lagoon. Sand Martins 
numbers were particularly poor, with few pairs at 
any of the three usual nesting areas. 

Chris King, Paul Morris 



Spoonbills, 

Alkborough Flats, North Lincolnshire, 
June 


SCOTLAND 


Highlights 

Scotland’s riches 
were great, 
though widely 
spread, in June. 

These included a Calandra Lark on 
North Uist, Outer Hebrides, 
White-crowned Sparrow on Islay, 
and Great Spotted Cuckoo on 
Iona, both Argyll, Blue-cheeked 
Bee-eater at Achnahaird, 

Highland, Great Knot on Unst, 
Shetland and Eastern 
Olivaceous Warbler on Fair Isle, 
in the same archipelago. 




Rare BirdWert 


ABERDEENSHIRE 


ABERDEEN: A Hobby was at Inchgarth 
Reservoir (4th). 

FORVIE SANDS: There was a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper in a flock of Dunlin and Ringed 
Plovers (1st). There were seven Spoonbills and a 
Great White Egret (7th), a Terek Sandpiper 
(13th), King Eider (13th-17th) and Black Tern 
(25th). A Blyth s Reed Warbler was at Collieston 
(6th). 

LOCH OFSTRATHBEG: There wasa Black 
Stork (4th, 7th & 19th), five Spoonbills (6th) and a 
Great White Egret (24th). 

OTHER SITES: A Rose-coloured Starling was in 
a Drumoak garden for a few days (from 2nd). A 
Quail was at Sauchen (3rd). A Little Stint was at 
Cairnbulg (4th). Red-backed Shrikes were at 
Longhaven and Rattray (6th), and near 
Inverbervie (9th). A Yellow Wagtail was at 
Catterline (9th). A Hobby was at Cruden Bay 
(30th). 

Mike Chandler 


ARGYLL 


ISLAY: A White-crowned Sparrow was The Oa 
(12th). A Rose-coloured Starling was at Esknish 
(17th). A seabird survey turned up the first 
confirmed breeding record for Cormorant, 
offshore on skerries near Kildalton, and the first 
breeding record of Canada Goose since 1984 at 
Proaig (8th). 
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TlREE: Best birds were a Hobby at Milton (6th), 
Turtle Dove at Heylipol (8th-10th), Quail at 
Crossapol (18th), Golden Eagle at Baugh (4th) 
and Bullfinch at Scarinish (3rd). There were Little 
Stints at Gott Bay (9th) and Loch a Phuill (10th), 
a Black-throated Diver at Gott Bay (8th), a 
pale-bellied Brent Goose and Pinkfoot at Loch 
Bhasapol (3rd-6th), two Little Gulls at Loch 
Bhasapol (2nd-7th) and a Storm Petrel off 
Milton (6th). 

There were six Golden Plovers, 17 Black-tailed 
Godwits, seven Whimbrels, Greenshanks at Gott 
Bay and Loch a Phuill, four Arctic Skuas at Loch 
a’ Phuill, four Sandwich Terns, four 
Woodpigeons, six Cuckoos, Swifts at Loch 
Bhasapol and Barrapol, a Garden Warbler at 
Scarinish, four Blackcaps, a Chiffchaff at Hynish, 
ten Spotted Flycatchers, and a Goldfinch at 
Balephuil. Six Whooper Swans summered. 
Several Great Northern Divers lingered. 

There were 250 second-year Arctic 
Terns and 900 non-breeding Kittiwakes. There 
were 298 calling Corn Crakes, a Grasshopper 
Warbler and five Water Rails. Numbers of 
nesting Kittiwakes and Fulmars are up on 
2013-18 levels and there were good numbers of 
Shag, Fulmar, Guillemot and Razorbill eggs and 
chicks. Numbers of Herring and Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls continued to dwindle. Scarce 
breeders included three pairs of Whitethroats, 
a singing Dunnock, four pairs of Common 
Redpolls, four pairs of Common Terns, five 
pairs of Common Sandpipers and four pairs of 
House Martins. 

Phill Catton (www.islaybirds.blogspot.com) and 
John Bowler (john.bowler@rspb.org.uk) 


CENTRAL REGION 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Baikal Teal at Skinflats Pools 
will be a first for the Upper Forth if accepted by 
BBRC (2nd). A Mediterranean Gull was there 
(27th). A Hobby flew over Callander (3rd). 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE: Two Gadwall were 
on the Blackdevon Wetland (2nd). The 
Longcarse peninsula held four Gadwall (22nd) 
and seven Common Terns (27th). 

KIN NEIL: There were 658 Shelducks (14th), two 
Arctic Terns (20th), and 216 Black-tailed 
Godwits, a Knot and 26 Common Terns (27th). 

SKINFLATS POOLS: There were four 
Shovelers and 100 Black-tailed Godwits (1st) and 
34 Gadwall (21st). 

STIRLING DISTRICT: A Golden Eagle flew 
over Glen Lochay (6th). There were two Quails 
on Sheriff Muir (22nd). A Sandwich Tern at the 
head of Loch Tay was the first there in 25 years of 
observations (25th). 

NeilBielby 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY 


HIGHLIGHTS: There were 300 Manx 
Shearwaters, Common Scoters, Scaup, a 
Pomarine Skua, Eiders, Sandwich Terns, 
Whimbrels, 50 Gannets, Guillemots, Fulmars, 
Kittiwakes, Razorbills, Black-tailed Godwits, 
Red-breasted Mergansers, Shelducks and Little 
Egrets along the south coasts. Common 
Sandpipers, Dunlin, Knot and Ringed Plovers 
were on the River Esk. A Spotted Flycatcher and 
Garden Warbler were at Mains of Duchrae. A 
Magpie, Little Egret, Willow Warblers, Spotted 
Flycatchers, Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps were at 
Threave Estate. Tree Sparrows bred at 
Mainsriddle. 

Pam Woods (DumfriesandGallowaybirding@ 
yahoogroups.com) 



HIGHLIGHTS: Wilderness held Quail, 

Whooper Swans, Black-tailed Godwits, Common 
Sandpipers, Little Gulls and Pochards. Fife Ness 
logged 97 Manx Shearwaters (13th), six Storm 
Petrels (13th), Black Guillemots, Red-throated 
Divers, Velvet Scoters, 24 Common Scoters 
(13th), Sanderling, Great Skuas, Sandwich 
Terns and Arctic Terns. A Quail was at 
Wormiston. Two Black-throated Divers passed 
Anstruther (5th). A Red-necked Grebe visited 
Dalgety Bay. 

Manx Shearwaters were seen off Dysart and 
Anstruther, with 232 there (5th). Little Egrets 
and Ospreys remained in the Eden Estuary. Red 
Kites were over Crail (two on 9th) and Blairhall. 
There was a Honey Buzzard between Crail and 
St Andrews near The Secret Bunker’ (11th). East 
Wemyss and Braefoot Point hosted Common 
Sandpipers. A Whimbrel was at Ravenscraig. 
There were Woodcocks at Morton Lochs and 
Earlshall. Grey Partridges were at Rathillet. 

A Little Gull was at Letham Pools (19th). 
Three Mediterranean Gulls were at East Wemyss 
(30th). An Iceland Gull was at Anstruther. Black 
Guillemots were at Dysart and Anstruther. A 
Barn Owl was at Culross (12th). 

Collessie held a Lesser Whitethroat. Spotted 
Flycatchers were at Morton Lochs, Earlshall and 
Linkswood St Fort (four on 10th). Ravens and 
Whinchats were in Glen Vale. Five Crossbills flew 
over St Andrews (6th). 

David Heeley (dw.heeley@btinternet.com) 


LOTHIAN 


HIGHLIGHTS: Five Spoonbills flew over 
Aberlady Bay (2nd) with maybe the same birds 
at Tyninghame Bay (from 20th). Rose-coloured 
Starlings were at North Berwick (2nd) and in an 
Edinburgh garden (17th-21st). Two Cranes were 
at Ravensheugh Sands (17th). A Hawfinch was at 
Edinburgh Botanic Gardens (19th). A Blyth s 
Reed Warbler was at a private site in Livingston 
(24th). A Ruddy Shelduck was at Musselburgh 
(11th), with it, or another, at Aberlady Bay and 
Musselburgh (28th), and Tyninghame Bay 
(29th). 

ABERLADY: A Lesser Whitethroat was at 
Gullane Bents (23rd-30th). Two Little Egrets 
were seen (24th). Three Grasshoppers Warblers 
were heard (25th), with another at Luffness 
(28th), in what has been a poor year for the 
species locally. 


MUSSELBURGH: The scrapes held 16 Gadwall 
(11th), 15 Black-tailed Godwits (11th-13th), two 
Little Gulls (13th), a Mediterranean Gull (15th) 
and two Green Sandpipers (26th). Two Little 
Gulls (28th) and two Mediterranean Gulls (29th) 
were at the Eskmouth. 

TYNINGHAME: Four Little Egrets, four 
Greenshanks and 42 Black-tailed Godwits 
were in Tyninghame Bay (20th). Hobbies flew 
over Lochhouses (20th) and Tyninghame Bay 
(30th). A Whooper Swan and Kingfisher were 
seen (28th). 

OTH ER SITES: A Glaucous Gull was at White 
Sands Quarry (4th), with 1,300 Greylags there 
(15th). A Wood Warbler sang near Bonaly 
(8th-10th). A Quail was at Redcoll, Longniddry 
(9th), with two at Bangley (15th). A Red Kite was 
at Pencaitland (16th) and an Osprey at Faseny 
(23rd). A Whinchat and Ring Ouzel were in the 
Pentlands at Green Cleugh (19th). A probable 
Roseate Tern was at Leith Docks. A Grasshopper 
Warbler and three Woodcocks were near Gifford 
(all 30th). 

Jim Nicholson 


OUTER HEBRIDES 


HIGHLIGHTS: The second Calandra Lark for 
the Outer Hebrides was at Knockintorran, North 
Uist (3rd). A Snowy Owl was occasionally 
reported from St. Kilda. The Purple Heron 
reappeared at Bolnabodach, Barra (9th). A Stone 
Curlew was at Eoropie, Lewis (25th). A Blyth s 
Reed Warbler was at Balranald, North Uist (21st). 

OTHER SITES: Two Garganeys were in 
Benbecula, with a pair at Loch Stiapabhat. A 
Ring-necked Duck was on Loch na Reivil, 
Hougharry (10th-14th). A Surf Scoter and 
White-billed Diver flew south at Ardvule (17th). 
Quails were at Loch nam Feithean (9th), 
Balranald (22nd-23rd) and Garrabost (20th). An 
Osprey lingered at Druidibeg. A Hobby flew over 
Clettreval (29th). A Curlew Sandpiper was at 
Balranald (17th-22nd). 

An American Golden Plover was at Loch 
Ordais (4th). An Avocet was at Loch Bee (18th). 
Six Long-tailed Skuas flew north off Aird an 
Runair (3rd). Mediterranean Gulls were at 
Peninerine (1st), Stinky Bay (3rd) and Loch 
Stiapabhat (18th). A Sabines Gull was between 
Skye and North Uist (16th). An unseasonal 
Waxwing was at Eriskay (13th). A Red-breasted 


Flycatcher was at North Loch Eynort (10th). 

Rose-coloured Starlings were at Carinish 
(17th), Balranald (23rd) and on Grimsay (30th). 

A Tree Sparrow was in Port of Ness (13th-14th), 
with two at Islibhig (15th). A Brambling was at 
Uigen (27th). Hawfinches were on Barra at 
Northbay (12th) and Glen (13th), with a Common 
Rosefinch there (29th). 

Steve Duffield(www.western-isles-wildlife. co.uk) 


PERTH AND KINROSS 


HIGHLIGHTS: A Ruddy Shelduck was at Loch 
Leven (22nd-27th). A Gull-billed Tern was 
reported from Guay on the River Tay (27th) and 
coincidentally a Sandwich Tern was at Loch Tay 
on the same date. A Hobby was seen at Alyth 
(19th). A Mandarin was at Loch of the Lowes 
(28th) and single Pochards at Stormont Loch 
(16th) and Loch Leven (22nd). Twenty-seven 
Great Crested Grebes were noted at Loch Leven 
(28th). Goosanders were widespread, with 
records from nine locations including a female 
with 15 juveniles on the River Tay at Dunkeld 
(15th). Forty-eight Lapwings were at 
Shallavanach (24th) and a single Black-tailed 
Godwit was at Loch Leven (23rd). Stock Doves 
were recorded at Port Allan (1st), Pitroddie (6th) 
and Loch Leven (28th). 

Cuckoos were much in evidence, seen or 
heard at 18 different locations. Tawny Owls were 
noted at Bamff (15th), Tay Lodge (15th) and 
Shallavanach (24th). Notable flocks of Swifts 
included 12 at Blairgowrie (4th), 10 at Comrie 
(23rd), 10 at Birnam (26th), 15 at Kinross (28th) 
and 11 at Rait (29th). A Kingfisher was seen on 
the Tay in Perth (4th & 25th). Single Nuthatches 
were noted at Invergeldie (22nd) and Glen 
Artney (22nd), three at Twenty Schilling Wood 
(22nd), two at Lennoch (23rd), singles at 
Monzievaird and Dunira (23rd) and six at 
Culdees Estate (29th). Pied Flycatchers 
were seen at Killiecranckie (9th) and Tigh Na 
Blair (22nd). 

Family parties of Stonechats were present at 
Glen Turret (18th) and Little Glenshee (27th). 
Tree Pipits were recorded at 18 locations with 
two at Glen Artney and Invergeldie (22nd), 
Locherlour (23rd) and Torlum (26th). Flocks of 
Common Crossbills noted included three at 
Arnott Reservoir (1st), 16 at Black Wood of 
Rannoch (5th), seven at Braco (23rd), four at 
Invermay (23rd) and two at Torlum (24th). 

Scott Paterson , Perth and Kinross County Bird 
Recorder (pkrecorder@the-soc.org.uk) OIS] 
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INTERVIEW 




What first sparked your interest 

in birdwatching, and when? 

Finding a Nightjar on a nest at 
the age of 10 within four miles 
of the centre of Bristol. I cannot 
imagine, now, a Nightjar nesting 
within 50 miles or more from 
the city! 

Your birding inspiration ? 

Sir Peter Scott. From an early 
age, my parents would drop me 
off at Slimbridge for the day. 

I would see Peter at his easel, 
dreaming I might work for him 
and the Wildfowl Trust one day. 

Bird alone or with a friend? 

You are never alone at Rutland 
Water Nature Reserve! 

Your dream bird to see? 

To see all the world’s ducks, 
geese and swans - there are 
only a few still to go. The dream 
bird would be finding a huge 
flock of Spectacled Eiders in full 
breeding plumage, somewhere 
in the remote Bering Sea. 

Your favourite birding spot? 

Rutland Water. I started creating 
the reserve from farmland way 
back in 1975, when the reservoir 
was still being built. I feel I 
know each blade of grass, each 
tree (especially having planted 
100,000) each bird that comes 
and goes. 

Your classic birder’s lunch, 
grabbed from the petrol 
station shop? 

Always take my own, you never 
can be sure where you might 
end up. What a disaster if you 
end up lunch-less!! 




Pintail or Long-tailed Duck? 

Long-tailed Duck, but Pintail 
a very close second. Displaying 
Long-tailed Ducks in the high 
Arctic is a sight to treasure. 

Favourite bird song or call? 

The song of a Nightingale is 
hard to beat. I remember a 
surreal moment on the Rutland 
Belle. We were moored off 
Hambleton Wood in late May, 
waiting for fishing Ospreys to 
pass by, while listening to 
Nightingales, when, all of a 
sudden, a Great Northern Diver, 
that had been present all winter, 
started calling... simply magic. 

Birdwatching’s biggest myth or 
misconception? 

That penguins cannot fly. I 
clearly remember watching 
a short documentary showing 
penguins migrating from the 
Antarctic to the Brazilian 
jungles to nest. The date was 
around 1 April. 

The best bird you’ve seen? 

Pink-headed Duck I saw in 
Myanmar. Not many will believe 
this sighting, but I am 
convinced now as I was then. 

Identifying gulls - nightmare or 
a nice day out? 

Nightmare, although I can 
appreciate the skill and 
patience required. 

Your favourite bird joke? 

A duck walked into a shop, “got 
any candy?” “No,” said the 
shopkeeper. Next day, the duck 
returns and asks same question. 
“No,” says the shopkeeper, 


becoming irritated. This 
went on for several days. 

The shopkeeper says: “if 
you come in again I will hit 
you over the head with a 
hammer”. Next day, the 
duck comes in, “have you 
got a hammer?” “No” says 
the shopkeeper, so the duck 
says “got any candy?” 

How do we encourage 
young people to 
watch birds? 

It’s difficult these days, with so 
many other attractions and it 
often not being seen as cool. 

But, the more birders that are 
willing to communicate and 
become mentors for youngsters, 
the better chance we have of 
keeping their interest going. 

Harlequin Duck or 
Torrent Duck? 

Torrent Duck, they frequent the 
most amazing habitats, and my 
first ever was on a fast flowing 
river in remote mountains of 
Argentina. A pair with four 
ducklings feeding so confidently 
in the rapids. 

The one place you’d love to go 

birdwatching? 

One of my top destinations 
would be the Antarctic tours out 
of New Zealand, via Campbell 
Island, for a certain teal. 

A birding /conservation issue 
you feel strongly about? 

The numbers of game birds 
released into our countryside 
for many years. As well as the 
obvious competition for food 
with our native birds, it the 


numerous road kills providing 
‘breakfast’ all year round that 
has caused the explosion of 
corvids in the countryside. 

The bird that annoys you most? 

The invisible rail! 

Bogey bird that still eludes you? 

I have been to Cuba three times 
and missed Bee Hummingbird! 
Two occasions attending a 
conference, so no time, and 
another, on a birding trip with 
the worst hurricane for 52 years. 

The bird book you’d never 
be without? 

The field guide of the country 
I am visiting. 

Why you love birdwatching, 
in three words? 

Everyday is different. 

Advice for birders taking part in 

#My200BirdYear ? 

Enjoy, never ignore the local 
birds, and remember your 
local patch is your bread and 
butter and will always turn up 
the unexpected. 




A quick chat with... 

Tim Appleton MBE! 


«THE MORE BIRDERS THAT ARE WILLING TO 
COMMUNICATE AND BECOME MENTORS FOR 
YOUNGSTERS, THE BETTER CHANCE WE HAVE OF 
KEEPING THEIR INTEREST GOING » 




About Tim 

■ Former Rutland 
Water reserve manager 
and founder and 
manager of Birdfair. 
Follow Tim on Twitter: 
@RutLindhh ds 
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